
Frank Debuschewitz - separating fact from fiction 
Aka: Frank Dwitz Aka: Frank Dewitz Aka: Frank Deubensuede


By John Baldwin, paternal cousin of Frank Debuschewitz’s gr gr granddaughters


For two 1956 Gallipolis, OH newspaper articles, Frank Dewitz was interviewed on the 
eve of his ‘100th’ birthday. In the articles Frank stated several, seemingly, tall tales 
about his origins and travels. Let’s take a closer look at the stories and see if we can 
separate fact from fiction. Along the way we will examine the Debuschewitz family (aka 
Dewitz) and find that they are quite unique. In fact, I submit that this is the ONLY 
Debuschewitz family in America and that Frank Debuschewitz/Dewitz is its Patriarch.




Age Considerations 

The author of one of the articles stated correctly, “It would be difficult to guess 
accurately the age of Frank Dewitz…” For his part, Frank stated his birthdate to be 
May 26, 1856. There is no known birth record for Frank, so we have to rely on his 
memory and the statements provided to federal census takers.


Federal Census Ages/Birthdates reported:

1900 @ May 1866 

1920 @ age 63 ~1857

1930 @ age 64 ~1866

1940 @ age 83 ~1857

1950 @ age 93 ~1857


So, his birth year was either 1856/1857 or 1866. My experience with genealogy records 
and especially census records leads me to conclude his birth year was 1866. With no 
supporting evidence (I.e., birth record), I find that the earliest federal census record is 
usually closest to the truth. So, for me, I think, based on the 1900 census, Frank was 
born May, 1866.


It’s interesting that the author of the main article stated: “An estimate between 75 and 
80 probably would be average for the casual observer.” And, in my opinion, that would 
be better aligned with known facts. He was ~90 in 1956, not 100.


And, there’s this official Probate record from 1908 (more on this in a moment). In this 
sworn testimony, Frank, in 1908, stated he was 41. That would make his birth year 
1866/1867.


And finally, there’s this 1942 late birth registration application attesting that Frank’s son, 
Karl Franklin Dewitz was born on Nov. 5, 1887. In this, Frank signed a notarised 
affidavit attesting that at the time of Karl’s birth he was 22 years old. That would make 
his year of birth either 1865 or 1866.




Thus, based on public record evidence, we can confidently say that Frank 
Debuschewitz was born May, 1866. 


In the top news article, Frank, stated that he had met the following while on ‘trips out 
west’:

1) Kit Carson - died in 1868 in Colorado

2) Wild Bill Hickok - died in 1876 at Deadwood, Dakota Territory

3) George Custer - died in 1876 at Little Bighorn, Montana Territory


Well, we know that by at least 1887, Frank was living and working in Zanesville, OH. 
Again, in the 1900 census, Frank stated he immigrated in 1881. So, the claim that he 
met those famous people is simply not true. They had all died before he immigrated.


Birth Location Considerations 

In the articles it was stated that Frank was born in Bernberg or Brumberg Germany. 
And, that his father was Julius. To check this, I conducted European research on the 

Debuschewitz surname. And, in fact, I found this family in Bromberg, Germany. He 
named his father as Julius Dewitz. However, his father actually was Julius 
Debuschewitz. His mother was Henriette Koebe. I found at least six of the 
Debuschewitz children and confirmed Frank likely was the youngest, born in 1866.




Remarkably, this Debuschewitz family seems to be unique. Julius Debuschewitz may 
have had a brother, Friedrich, also in Bromberg. However, other than that, I found no 
other Debuschewitz’s in Europe or the United States. Frank may have been correct in 
saying he likely was the only member of this family to immigrate, which would make 
him the sole Debuschewitz Patriarch of this family in America.


Now, we get to the part of Frank’s story that is far-fetched. He stated that he 
immigrated to America with a couple named Barent and that he was not even eight 
years old when he left the Barents and ‘struck out on his own’ in Baltimore, MD. 


Again, it’s likely that Frank was about 15 when he immigrated about 1881, not 8. The 
idea of a 7 or 8 year old boy wandering the streets of Baltimore, working first in a 
woolen mill, then a glass factory, is preposterous, even in the 1880’s. And, what 
parents would allow a 7-8 year old to immigrate? This, unless the Barent family had 
adopted Frank. But, Frank never called himself Barent, that I can find.


I’ve checked multiple sources for any sort of passenger or immigration or naturalisation 
record for Frank Debuschewitz / Dewitz / Barent, but to date, found nothing. One is left 
to speculate about the possibility that a 15 year old Frank Debuschewitz was a 
runaway/stowaway from Bromberg in 1880/1881, jumped ship in Baltimore, worked in 
the woolen mill and glass factory for a few years and then made his way west, in his 
early 20’s, to Ohio.


By the the middle 1880’s, Frank Debuschewitz was in the Zanesville, OH area (~50 
miles east of Columbus). This, because he married Dora Spinks in April, 1887 in 
Zanesville, OH. He was coal miner working at the Bridwell & Barton Mine.


Frank and Dora had two sons, Karl (1887-1971) and Edward (1889-1978), their only 
children.


In January, 1895 Frank Debuschewitz, aka Deubensuede, was arrested and charged 
with attempted murder of fellow coal miner, Sidney Spinks (a relative of his wife). [Note: 
Check the full story in Frank’s Ancestry Gallery: “A Bloody Deed”.] The story is 
graphic and gruesome and includes several weeks of updates. In the end, Sidney 
Spinks lived, though, we don’t know what happened to Frank. Maybe the charges were 
dropped?


By 1900, Frank had moved the Debuschewitz family to the La Junta, Otero County area 
of southeast Colorado. There, according to a census record, Frank was a brick mason. 
Interestingly, the family name was changed from Debuschewitz to Dwitz. 


Was Frank fleeing justice for his attempted murder charge and changing the family 
name to conceal their locale and identities? Probably not, since, by 1902, Frank and 
Dora Debuschewitz were back in Zanesville, OH, and purchased a homesite; Lot 21 in 
Iron Addition.







 

ZANESVILLE TIMES RECORDER, SEP. 5, 1902 

In April 1908 Dora Spinks-Debuschewitz died. The Lot 21 purchased Sep. 1902 
became an object of contention in Probate Court. [Note: Check the full story in 
Frank’s Ancestry Gallery: “Probate Dora Debuschewitz”.]


Frank settled the Probate lawsuit and the contested property was sold for cash. After 
all claims were settled in the Spring of 1908, Frank received $106. 


After this, it does appear that Frank relocated to Dietrich, Mason County, Kentucky. 
Frank’s son Karl Debuschewitz (now Dewitz) had married Myrtle Mitchell there in 1907 
and was working for the C & O Railroad. By 1920, Frank Debuschewitz (now Frank 
Dewitz) was in the household of Karl and Myrtle Dewitz. As for Frank and Dora’s other 



son, Edmund, he enlisted in the US Army in 1909. He would serve in the Army for 10 
years. More on Ed Dewitz in a moment.


In the 1956 news article, Frank stated that he lived in Chicago, IL for about 25 years. 
So, we can assume that about 1922, Frank relocated to Chicago. In fact, we find him in 
the 1930 federal census living alone, widowed, in apartment #16, at 3224 Monroe St. 


In the 1940 federal census, Frank reported living alone, widowed, at a home, 3215 
Madison St, in Chicago. He apparently was a boarder in the household of Max and 
Ruth Morrison. He reported working in a restaurant. He reported his birth place as 
Ohio. With WW2 looming, reporting a birth place as Germany was not prudent. One 
other item of note was his education: Highest Grade Completed: 0. This somewhat 
matches what he stated about his education in the news article - “he got it along the 
railroads”.


By 1950, Frank was in the household of his son, Karl and his daughter in law, Myrtle 
Dewitz, on Bulaville Road, Addison, Gallia, OH. The 1956 news article stated that Frank  
bought the Bulaville Road farm in 1947. A 1947 city directory record for Karl and Myrtle 
Dewitz shows they were living in Ironton, OH. So, it’s certainly possible that Frank and 
Karl combined their financial resources to purchase the property in about 1947.


Frank Debuschewitz/Dewitz lived out the remainder of his days in the household of his 
son, Karl. He never married again. He died, at the age of 90, March 16, 1957 at 
Gallipolis, Gallia County, Ohio and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Zanesville, 
OH, likely close to his wife’s grave.


Children of Frank and Dora Debuschewitz

	 - plus ongoing family mysteries


As previously discussed, Frank and Dora Debuschewitz/Dewitz had 2 children, both 
sons; Karl Franklin (1887-1971) and Edmund Elsworth (1889-1978). 


Karl “Carl” Franklin Debuschewitz/Dewitz worked his entire life for the C&O Railroad, 
from about 1910 to about 1945. He married the former Myrtle Mitchell in 1907 and they 
remained a couple until her death in 1966. They celebrated their Golden Anniversary in 
1957.


Together, they had seven children:

1) Margaret Doris Dewitz (1907-1999)

2) Catherine Edna Dewitz (1910-2006)

3) Theodora Stanley Dewitz (1912-1981)

4) Esculine Dewitz (1915-2009)

5) Evelyn Dewitz (1915-?) [Note: Esculine and Evelyn were twins]

6) Carl Woodrow Dewitz (1918-2004)




7) James William Dewitz (1920-2013)


Family mysteries: 


Daughter Catherine E Dewitz (1910-2006) married Carlos Cecil Grant (1910-1998) in 
1929. Following the end of WW2, Carlos attended the Apostolic Bible Institute in St. 
Paul, MN. Upon graduation he obtained a United Pentecostal Church Minister License. 


He and Catherine became missionaries and church leaders in Manila, Philippines in the 
late 1950’s. Carlos apparently died in Manila in 1998. This cannot be confirmed. His 
Social Security death record shows his last residence as: Newark, Alameda County, 
California.


Catherine died in 2006, apparently in Newark, Alameda County, 
California. Oddly, she is buried next to her parents, Hillcrest 
Memorial Park, Bakersfield, CA, with no mention of her husband 
in her Find a Grave Memorial. 


Where did Carlos C Grant die and where was he buried?


Also, a photo was found of the Grant family, ca. 1955. In this 
photo is a young girl. To date, I cannot locate any information 
suggesting the Grants had any children. So, we are left with a 
mystery as to the identity of this child.


Daughters Esculine Dewitz and Evelyn Dewitz were both born Aug 30, 1915 - twins. 
Esculine is well documented. But, Evelyn, after a 1937 Ironton, OH news article 
disappeared from public records. What happened to Evelyn Dewitz?


Edmund Elsworth Debuschewitz/Dewitz enlisted in the US Army in January. 1909. He 
was discharged in January. 1919. He served with the American Expeditionary Forces 
21 Oct 1918 to 20 Dec 1918 in Europe in the 118th Artillery Battery. He briefly married 
Ruby F Stine in 1924. The marriage only lasted at most, 2 years. No children are known 
to have been born to their union. Edmund never married again. Through the years he 
had a variety of jobs in various locations; OH, CA, AZ, KY. He died leaving no known 
children.


Thus, all Debuschewitz/Dewitz American descendants of Frank and Dora 
Debuschewitz/Dewitz are through Karl Debuschewitz/Dewitz. Likely though, there are 
still Debuschewitz cousins in the Bromberg area of Germany. 


My suggestion for this unique American Debuschewitz/Dewitz family is to reach out 
and try to locate and reacquaint with remaining Debuschewitz family in Germany and 
restore long lost family connections. 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