
Frank Debuschewitz - separating fact from fiction 
Aka: Frank Dwitz Aka: Frank Dewitz Aka: Frank Deubensuede


By John Baldwin, paternal cousin of Frank Debuschewitz’s gr gr granddaughter


Frank Dewitz was interviewed by the Gallia Times, Gallipolis, OH on the eve of his 
‘100th’ birthday, May 1956. In the article Frank stated several, seemingly, tall tales 
about his origins and travels. Let’s take a closer look at the stories and see if we can 
separate fact from fiction. Along the way we will examine the Debuschewitz family (aka 
Dewitz) and find that they are quite unique. In fact, I submit that this is the ONLY 
Debuschewitz family in America and that Frank Debuschewitz/Dewitz is its Patriarch.


Final
Edition

Wok** N»wt Roundup

K y g e r Affair 
G e ts Attention

By D w ight C. Wethtrholt
Tha m a jo r  news of the week 

centered in  the dedication of the 
sprawling K yger Creek plant a t 
Cheshire. It attracted nationwide 
interest and  brought to the a re a  
dignitaries from  all points of the 
compass including Governor F rank  
Lausjhe and' Philip Sporn, p resi-
dent of th e  American Gas and 
Electric Corp. In a 30-page spccial 
addition th c  Tribune unfolded the 
story of th e  plant which was s ta r t -
ed a little  over three years ago.

This w eek saw the end of most 
schools and a great quiet descend-
ed on th c  town and county With 
school buses off the road Business 
was also a t a low ebb but with the 
coming of Friday things perked 
up in p repara tion  for the coming 
Memorial Day The traditional ex -
ercises w hich will be held in thc 
public sq u a re  and at Pine Street 
cemetery will be under the. d irec-
tion of D ann O Taber and Warren 
Sheets, proccsuting attorney will 
deliver the  m ain address O rgani-
zations anch individuals have been 
engaged m  cleaning up burial 
grounds

Other leading stories of the week 
were in m any fields Dick Swanson 
49, who w as a railroad executive 
in Belgium before coming here five 
years ago, ended his life last S atu r-
day ln th e  realm  of death a d is-
tinct loss to the community was 
that of Rev J  Vernon Stone, pas- 
tbr em eritus of Grace Methodist 
church, who died after suffering a 
stroke, an d  George Marshall a  
former m ayor of Columbus who 
w. i s  widely known in this county

FRED L. HELM

Rotary To Hear 
Rubber Pioneer

P o u l t r y  D r e s s in g  
P l a n t  H i t  B y  F ire

An early Saturday fire in the 
establishment of Loren G lassburn, 
a poultry processing plant back of 
W estern Auto Stores on Court St , 
did damage to stock and contents 
of the building which will run  near 
$3,000, Glassburn said

Damage to the building was not 
estimated at 11 a m , but only the 
walls were undamaged, the roof 
and partitions being burned to the 
extent of requiring replacem ent 

The fire, discovered at 8 a m , 
apparently started from a short 
circuit in a corner of thc office, 
it was reported by Gallipolis F ire  
Chief Heck Steele Accumulated 
dust from poultry apparently  ex-
ploded when •ignited by a spark .

setting off th if 'fire  
Loss to the p lant stock includes 

between 500 and 600 chickens, live  
and dressed, scales, cash register, 
adding machine, refrigerator, pick-
ing machine, coops, power mower, 
business records>ana-office fu rn i-
ture, as well all combustible 
material in work benches and o th e r 
installations 

Only a few birds were taken out 
alive from lower floors of battery  
type coops Most of the birds lost 
were in the process of being dress-
ed

Los? was partially  covered by 
insurance, G lassburn said 

The building is owned by O scar 
Bastiani

S t y e  ( £ a l l t a  © t u t s s

Fred L Helm, one of the pio-
neers in developing Firestone rub

400 A lre a d y G iven Shots 
A t County-City Polio Clinic

Man To Face 
Assault Charge

Gallia County Medical association.
The clinic opened at 9 a.m. and 

by U a m., the number receiving 
shots passed 400 with a steady 
flow of children continuing.

The clinic is being conducted as  
a part of the federal polio preven-
tion program 

Administering the shots were E>r. 
Gordon Gibert afid Dr. N. H oward 
Foster They wore assisted by 
Mrs Pearl Hatfield, Gallia county 
health nurse, Mrs Farris Call,
county health registrar, and M rs. 
Mary Akers, City tfealth nurse and

to call Joseph Mascio, club secre- ln^ an actlVL‘ Part 
tary, no later than Tuesday morn- 1 c h a rKc's at lhls u me include two 
ing ! alleged offenses which are sa id  to

have taken place during the la tte r  
part of 1955, but police^ believe 
other incidents of child m olestation 
will be uncovered in the investi-
gation

Rio Planning 
Summer Session Northeast Area

Is Hit By Frost

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a f «  7, C o lu m n  I )

Weekly Upturn 
In Sales Tax Is 
Best For Year

Sales tax  collections in thc 10- 
county Southeastern Ohio area to-
taled S105.555.77 for the week end-
ing May 12 for the third highest 
weekly figure since last Jan 1, a c -
cording to la tes t report from State 
Treasurer R oger W. Tracy.

The to ta l w as $9,466.10 better 
than the $95,089.67 figure for the 
corresponding week a year p re -
vious for thc first advance in the 
ptt*t six w eeks and the largest 
weekly gain  since last Jan. 1

Total collections since last Ju ly  
1. start of the  current fiscal year, 
now total $4,480,572.85 compared 
with $4,456,095 46 a year ago, an  
increase of $24,477 39 for the cu r-
rent year.

For the la te s t report week, four 
counties show ed declines from the 
same week a year ago, and in 
total collections, five of the 10 
counties still a re  running behind a 
yi ar ago.

For the en tire  state, collections 
of $3,851,502 for the May 12 week 
were $93,286 or 2.48 per cent bet-
ter than the $3,758,216 for the sam e  ̂ ,
week a y e a r  previous, and ..M a l l ? ^ ! ^ ^ ^

with $173*274,879 a year ago* a n  
increase of $22,770,226 or 13.14 per 
Cent

Figures fo r the 10-county area, 
showing total for week ending May 
12 week ending May 14. 1955, cur 
rent fiscal y e a r  period and preced-
ing fiscal y e a r  period, are.

ATHENS— $15 430 61. 9,269 74
541 062 71 and 461,559 42.

GALLIA— $3,581.72, 5,904.25,
239,(579.60 a n d  241,971.01.

HOCKING — $4,738.25, 7,125,19, 
299 459 35 and 257,913.

JACKSON —  $44,301,51; 9*047 - 
67. 389.219 86 and 393,249 33.

LAWRENCE — $10,144.11 7.975 - 
05 467.244.70 and 395,541.28.

More than 400 children betw een
. . . .  - .................... , one and 15 years of age had re-
ber plantations in the West Africa I ceived free polio shots Saturday 
Republic of Liberia, will speak be l m0rning at the polio clinic being 
fore the Rotary club at the reg- conducted at the courthouse by 
u lar mooting Tuesday in the farm  ihe Gallia county and Gallipolis 
ers Hotel according to an- clty departments of health and the 
nouncement by A Kimball Suiter, 
orogram chairman fpr thc meet-
ing

Helm, long-time resident of the 
tropics, traveler and lecturer, is 
a member of the public relations 
department of the Firestone Tire 
and Rubber Co

For most of the period between 
1925 and 1951, Helm worked for 
the Firestone company in Liberia
as divisional superintendent of . la

re7V iter, l^borors j eti ln municipal court at 1.30 p. m.
m<?ni i?.r !  , deP?rt; Saturday on a charge of felon-

i ” . ?se ^hS,i lclnS J1 lous assault on a 7 year-old child
with Liberian Gov- lnvcstigation of H alderm an's

and traloieH native chiefs cas>e ls sllu ln progress, it was re-
^  1 h r ^ tU Ha Count

, I moo I Warren F Sheets, with possibility
from Ohio State University with [“f f ” 113' 8' 5 belng lodged
the degree of bachelor of science. w ^ . ■ rin apriroitoro wo , i0„ _ 1 Halderman is an employe of t h e , ---------  ------------  -----------
m aster of arts in economic-, frnm GS1, and l!> reP°rted to have been ing when the sm all plane he w as 
the  same university sent twice to mental institutions j piloting made a forced landing in

Mr and Mrs Woim for observation during the p as t a wheat field on the farm of
home In Bexlev H e ^ T h m . w  I several years. Jam es Roush near Cheshire.
in-law of David Rohe who lives . B<Hh clly pollce and Cpl- P D  ̂ John Hal1'  30, told state P a tf.01: 
in Braandstetter Heights here McCr&edy of the highway pa tro l i man C L. Boggs, who was called 

Members of the local club who arc conducting the Investigation of j to the scene, that he was flying 
plan to bring guests are reauesiert thc casc w,th the Prosecutor tak- his single engine Piper Cub fromi _____it * < . .  . * ini) am •mlii i i .  «%•>«•< t n  U  i m t i n  nt f t n  w h a n  Vi a
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B u la v i l le  Rd. M a n  1 0 0  O n  S a t u r d a y  
S a y s  H e  "L ives E a c h  D a y  f o r  I t s e l f 1
By Charley B u tle r learning the brickmaking tra d e ., of la->t month, last year, or maybe but I know I am h<

i  i 1 c.to ,gu£ss and has followed it mainly since vesterday — a trait considered llve each day for 
curately the age of F rank  De- ln excellent health with only a , ;jnl)Sual a Dprs<m of , . ,  .  h ad. explains his lack of 
tz, Bulaville Rd , who livks . ____ P*™’? °* s “ cJ ? ad;  the future, not havi

volunteer workers.
| Harley Jam es Halderman, 46, of . ™ c clinic will close at 4 p .m . 
119 Kineon Ave , was to' be a rra ig n - y

RIO GRANDE — Summer school 
schedule for the first term wast 
released for Rio Grande college I 
today from thc office of John Mil-
ler, registrar 

ITic term will commence June By UNITED PRESS
A late spring frost struck the

Fairm ont to Huntington when he 
ran  out o f  gas about 9.35 a m „ 
as he was approaching Cheshire.

He failed to locate the Cheshire 
airport for a possible landing so 
decided to come down in the Roush 
wheat field, about a mile and a 
half south -of the airport, and ju s t 
east of Gravel Hill rd.

He was com ing down in the  
wheat field, w ith his motor dead, 
when thc 20-inch high wheat slow-
ed thc landing sufficiently to cause 
the plane to nose over and land 
upside down* H all crawled from  
the upside-dowh cockpit and w alk-
ed away from the  upturned plane..

acc
VVltZ wuiavuic i.iu wnu jives ____  ... „ r. .  ..... ...   
across'the” road from th<Tshrine hearing difficulty and changing: vanced y e a rs ’ B u t  he m aintains 
club. An estim ate between 75 and eyesight which prevents reading * an interest in people and daily oc- 
80 probably would be about aver- the newspapers, Dewitz keeps up currences, and maybe this is one 
age for the casual observer But with day to day events by radio of his secrets for keeping young 
Dewitz will be 100 years of age Not only does he talk of events of ! “I don't worry about tomorrow 
Saturday He was born May 26, many years ago, but of happenings I I may not wake up in the morning, 
1856, m eastern Germany n e a r  
Bernburg, in a section now be-
hind the Iron Curtain, he says.

That was before the Civil W w 
in America, and young Frank 
cam e to this country during that 
conflict, when he was less than 
eight years of age.

Youngest of nine children born 
to  Julius Dewitz and his w if e .
Frank was the only one to leave 
home, and so far as he knows, the 
rest of the family lived and died 
in  Germany He lost trace  of all 
his relatives m Germany m a n y  
years ago

Young Dewitz came to Ameri-
ca with a couple nam ed Barent, 
and his first recollection is arriv-
ing  in Baltimore by train; he does 
n o t recall where they disembark-
ed after the ocean journey Soon 
afte r reaching Baltimore, the boy 
struck out on his own, and before 
reaching eight years of age was 
employed in a woolen mill, where 
fo r three years he continued to 
support himself He lost trace of 
th e  Barents, and was entirely on 

s own He trecrr on his own 
ever since

Next employment was in a glass 
factory where he fired a furnace 
fo r heating ingredients for t h e  
handblown glass products Tiring 
o f this after a couple years, and 
now at the age of 13, he began

11 and conclude Jul> 13 Most - _ ___  _____  ,____ .
courses listed for the summer will nation's northeast Friday causing  piane was towed from 'the 'field  "by 
ca rry  3̂  semester hours of credits ,da_m aKe estimated at $5 million to I Jam es Roush with one of his farm

** ' "  * ' cropbut a few are for one and tw o, the Massachusetts fruit 
•hours while one science course i s .3*0110
for four hours of credit ! In the Southwest, more thunder-

The schedule provides for cour showers were expected to send 
ses to commence at 7 a m each ' sw°Hen Oklahoma rivers over 
morning and to meet Monday their bank in the wake of th ree  
through Friday Students will fcp ■ i lra iBbt rain-drenched days, 
released from classes at 1 $5 p m ' Early crops on truck fa rm s 
No provision is m

— i-tunnpsrtrp, Rhode ' island, N e w  
The dormitories will be open for Jersey and New York w ere hit 

students who care to reside on hard by thc hard frost. A lfalfa 
th e  campus this year Many stu- and clover crops of cattlefeed 
dents are planning to commute Showers also suffered 
from  Gallipolis. Jackson. Wellston Early reports from New Je rse y  
Vinton and other nearby communi-‘lndlca,cd whole fields of tom atoes 
ties i were destroyed Rockland County

Requests concerning summer farr*iers in New York counted a
school have been numerous a n d 'to ta* *oss estimated as high as 
plans are being made to offer,5300 000 Strawberry and cherry  
courses for all who need to attend i croPs ln the area were reported
to secure certificates or to b e , w,Ped ollt
counted on college graduation Any Thp co,d mass of air sent tom- 
additional courses for which there Peratures skidding to a 
is. a .reasonable .demand will h r . 10"  of 42 in Newark, N, J.. and  at • . '  Trt ’ W  _T “ T' i  i  _ •

Two Lose Lives 
In Lawrence Co.

Two Lawrence county residents 
lost their lives F riday in accidents 

Olen Saunders, 18, who was 
graduated from Rock Hill high 
school May 17, drowned in Lake 
Vesuvius shortly before noon He 
w as the son of Mr. and Mrs Ottie 
Saunders. Rt 2 Pedro, He was 
an  outstanding ath lete and played

, „  , - . - . o n  the football team  and was a
Mrs. Hubor Fulton, nearby r e s i - |_, . _ „„ Th„

dent who witnessed the landing, | ca tcher on the baseb
phoned the patro l and later th e  I drowning followed the upsetting of

a canoe in which he was riding 
Two hours afte r the drowning, 

P aul Franklin Johnson, 21, of Ches-
apeake, who was in an accident 

fore trying to fly it away. Damage in c a r  Proctorville, died in a Hunt-

Kiwanis Club To Sponsor 
Horse Show M em orial Day
“Stay home and live — and en-

joy the horse show” is the slogan 
of the Gallipolis Kiwanis club for 
the Memorial Day holiday in the 
Gallipolis area 

The attraction for staying at 
home will be the third annual 
horse show of the Gallia County 
Riding Club In c , to be staged 
Memorial Day afternoon on Mem-
orial field under sponsorship of the

downtown district parade a t 11 30 
a m , with the horse show sched-
uled for 130 p m Some 300 horses 
are expected ot be entered m the 
15 classes for each of which a 
trophy and five ribbons will be 
awarded

The morning parade, under di-
rection of John Houck as m arshal, 
will include horses and the ir 
riders, new automobiles displayed

tractors.
Hall told Patrolm an Boggs he 

would have the plane repaired be

included the righ t wing, propellor, 
tail and winshield. Gallipolis parishioners of St _ _ _ _ _

of ChcsapcaKc^ a passcnficr in friends in Inis community_will_’

Honors Graders

ington hospital His ca r went out 
of control and plunged over an em

The car, was injured and Is  in tfie 
hospital being treated for a frac-
tu re  of the leg and shoulder.

The eighth grade commence-
ment at Bidvvell-Porter drew a 
capacity audience when 36 s tu -
dents were promoted to the high
school The class address w a s  adm itted to Holzer hospital Fn- |

Canton Driver 
H urt In Crash

Kiwanis club for benefit of the | by some 20 area  dealers, and two. 
club's Youth Camp noar Rio bands, tho Kyger Creek High
Grande.

The day's program will include a

Former Priest 
To Celebrate

intereste3"To note that Rev Char-
les Ryan will quietly celebrate the 
25th anniversary of bis ordination 
to the priesthood on Sunday Rev 
Ryan was in charge at St Louis 
church for a period of 13 years 
From Gallipolis he went to Athens 
where he served for a number of 
years

| Father R>an is the son of the 
Harold Wyckoff, Canton, was F rank R and M argaret Me- 
ImittPri to H o l z e r  hosmtal Fn- Plnnl.s _R>an of lhe Holy name par-

W ork Started 
On Rt. 7 Project
The widening and resurfacing of

given by Rev William Turner, day  afternoon, afte r his ca r hit a j*?*1 Steubenville, his native city Rt 7 irom the Silver bridge to the 
Methodist m inister at Vinton, and tre e  after being forccd off Rt 3 5 ;“ e 'vas wl, illness m Sep-, north corporation limit of ( heshire

record  invocation and benediction by Rev ; fo u r miles west of Thurm an Wy fember, 1945. and resigned to re- is expected to be completed by

school band of 46 pieces under di-
rection of G arry Eckard and the 
Gallia Academy High school 71- 
piece m arching band directed by 
A Kimball Suiter.

The parade will start a t Cedar 
and Fourth, moving down Cedar 
to Second and down Second to 
C ourt S treet and return to the field, 
according to Carroll Singer, chair-
man of the Kiwanis horse show 
committee

Refreshm ents will be available

but I know I am here now, and I  
itself.*’ Dewitz 
concern about 

the future, not having much com-
ing to him now he says, and ex-
presses a philosophy that might 
be beneficial to some of the rest 
of us. Certainly h e  shows no ef-
fects of worry.

He has never had any seri6us 
illness. A few years ago he went 
to the hospital for a checkup, but 
nothing was found wrong except 
for his changing eyesight.

Dewitz no longer s m o k e s ,  
though he once smoked a p i p e 
and la ter cigaretes. Before tha t he 
chewed tobacco, b u t got disgusted 
with the habit and q u i t  He drinks 
an occasional bottle of beer, hav-
ing cut out other liquors long ago, 
though he never d rank to excess 
"except on a party  once ia  a 
while ”

Born and christened a Lutheran 
he holds to no p articu la r church, 
but has his own personal relation-
ship with God to  whom he has al-
ways prayed. C hristian  relations 
with both Catholic and  Protestant 
have been enjoyed In his life, and  
he says “the churches are neces-
sary ra m aintain ou r civilization.”

He does not o ffer any panacea 
for the ills of th e  world, but ap -
pears to think it  is  a  pretty  good 
place He has seen a  lo t of Ameri-
ca, and refers to cities and states 
as if he were th e re la s t week.

in the home of his son Carl, who 
lives on the same -*£ a r  m, Dewitz 
has “batched” since th e  death of 
his wife 48 years ago, and ho con- 
tinues to l i v e  by himself, in  a

(Cont inued on P a t *  tt  Co lumn S)

VFW W ill Host 
District Meet
Sunday will be a  big day for the  

local unit of V eterans of Foreign 
Wars The Gallia county post 4464 
will serve as host fo r the 12th dis-
trict encam pm ent. One of the of-
ficials reported th a t 26 posts wQl 
be represented a t the gathering 
and they will come from  Lawrence, 
Scioto, Meigs, - Athens, Jackson, 
and Vinton counties.

At the* new home
of the host p o s t will be dedicated 
and opened iii a  cerem ony which 
will be taken  | ] t r t  iM by district 
officials. R egistration for the en-
cam pm ent will s ta r t  a t 8 a. m .

The ladies auxiliary will hold 
its distric t se&l0fi3 in the new 
quarters th a t have- been erected 
in the re a r  ol tH eTnain home on 
lower Third Ave.-'1 The m en wilt

friends in rthis_.CfliiU]itlJijiy_jt,xU_b(i, «ft«Fnoon-and~bleacher8-have-H>eeir
erected for seating the spectators One of the fea tu res during the 

district m eet will be the parading 
of the sta te  championship drum  
and bugle corps of tiie NelsonviOe 
post. It will p a r td e  through down-
town streets a tta rw |ll furnish en-
tertainm ent a t the-dedicatory exer-
cises.

the schedule, Miller ’To 27 inplaced on
said  " .....,U (N Y

Some of tho courses scheduled * Turbulent weather in thtf South-

Paul Pyles The event was held in! ckoff received in juries to the head cuPerate in a Pittsburgh sanitar- Oct 15, according to Lloyd B
easTern Long "island" t~*he~school uudltoriunr~Miry—17------ fan d -k n eerfln d -cu t^ab o u t-th o eh m r-i^R  - - r T -  was j b l e  to jive  in >RothJ-.--state _ highway ̂ departm ent

’ Beth King gave the valedictory Jaw  ar>d neck He was reported in ia Pnvafc Tiome, but a l no time engineer of maintenance

MEIGS —  $4,510.72, 3,632 07 fo r  016 five-week summer session,west brought a flurry of Tornado
----------  . . . . ------- a re  philosophy, health, physical ed reports into Texas and Oklahom a

ucation, music, art, English speech wea<her bureaus Friday. One was 
----------  sighted near Eldorado, Okla

216,370.07 a n d  20«(##.2».
PIKE — $4,765.76, 5,523.45, 151.- 

530 47 and 253,864 12.
ROSS —  $21,897.47, 14,419.84, 

763.945.70 an d  801,220.66 
SCIOTO —  S26.934.96, 31,272.31, 

1.349.507 75 and 1,392,682.31 
VINTON — $1,250.66. 936.10, 63- 

152 64 and 49.488.05.
Totals — $105,555.77. 95.089.67. 

4,480.572.85 and  4.456.095.46.

W e e k 's W e a t h e r Re v ie w
T em perature, precipitation, wea-

ther conditions for each 24-hour 
period as recorded by t5 c t e Mc-
Cormick a t Fairfield weather sta-
tion

H igh  Low W u th tr  Prac.
71 40 Fair

Day
Sun
Mon.
Tues.
Wed
Thur,
Fri
Sat.*

83
85
82
68
71
75

43
61
67
34
36
41

Fair
Rain
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair

.30

* — R eport up to press time 
Average h igh  temperature for the 
week this y e a r  76 4. last year 72.

Average low temperature for the 
week this y e a r  46, last year 50.2 

Total precipitation for the week 
this year .30, last year .68.

Total precipitation to date for 
this year 23 56 inches, last year 
18.19 inches.

Normal average precipitation 
38 40 inches

M E M O RIA L SERVICE 

V in t o n  Memorial 

Ce m e tery  

2 P. M . SU N DAY

economics, geography, biology, psy-
chology, mathematics, history, so-
ciology, education and others.

O d o r  o f " G re e n  O nions "  
Is Bla m ed O n Celanese

A strong odor of "graen 
•n io n i"  was ftotlcad in Gallipolis 
• a r ly  Saturday morning, with 
• •v a ra l calls coming in to police 
h eadquarte rs  concerning the or-
ig in  of the smell.

Police believe the odor origin-
a ted  with- the chemical oper-
a tions at the Celanese plant 
w hich is now in operation across 
th e  riv»r.

Friday night by Ground O bserver 
Corps Two funnels were reported

Faculty Clu b  
A t Rio Elects

RIO GRANDE — Prof. John 
Miller and Dean of Women Maude 
Montgomery were elected presi-
dent “and secretary; respectively, 
of the Rio Grande College Faculty 
club at a short business meeting

speech and the salutatory Was bv 1 fa i r  condition Saturday mommg jsince *** have his doctors) ^ v is io n  Engineer Max R Farley
Ann Cottrell John Ralston gave, The accident was investigated 1 Permitted him to return to active has appointed Lloyd E. Niday, 
the class history, Tom Neal c la s s ' by Jackson post of t h e highway . . .  Gallipolis. to be project engineer
will, Lois Fraley class prophecy pa tro l : ls om‘ three brothers one >;iday will be on or represented o n j^ r 'd a y  evening,
and Audrey Howard class poem Clarence C Painter, 18. South ;" ' "horn is pastor m the Wheeling the project at all times and w ill' Members of the club met for the

Musical num bers were all in- Charleston, W Va , told highway !ai°ccs<- At Ihe time of the sesqui- designate an assistant to help him > last party  of the y ea r with Rev.
strumental A group  composed of P atro lm en  he dozed off while |centennial celebration of Gal ipolis vvlth supervising the project [and Mrs Luther T racy as hos-

elsewhere in t h e ' s t a t e r V n r r p m r i ^ r a  Knotts John Ralston. Ann driving on Rt 35, t h r e e  .scholar v h,sLrv o r t h r s t P Lm.,s Tht> resurfacing and rep a irin g ! 'esses Frank Mdrrow of Wellston. 
in Texas p Cottrell. Ronnie Walker, Ronnie w®st of Gallipolis, and his car hit rh ,lrX  ,f F ! l . h r and widening is being done by theichairm an of the college board,

Skidmore and Beth King presented ,f>e flasher warning sign at t h c dn' ' 1 r fencn 1 a standard  Asphalt and T ar C o, board, showed pictures which he
••L Estudiontina W altz” Ronnie crossing, of the Chesapeake a n d L !  , r ■ !  ' ' ha r i ' '^ n .  W \ a  | had taken in Hawaii.
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Age Considerations 

The author of the article stated correctly, “It would be difficult to guess accurately the 
age of Frank Dewitz…” For his part, Frank stated his birthdate to be May 26, 1856. 


There is no known birth record for Frank, so we have to rely on his memory and the 
statements provided to federal census takers.


Federal Census Ages/Birthdates reported:

1900 @ May 1866 

1920 @ age 63 ~1857

1930 @ age 64 ~1866

1940 @ age 83 ~1857

1950 @ age 93 ~1857


So, his birth year was either 1856/1857 or 1866. My experience with genealogy records 
and especially census records leads me to conclude his birth year was 1866. With no 
supporting evidence (I.e., birth record), I find that the earliest federal census record is 
usually closest to the truth. So, for me, I think, based on the 1900 census, Frank was 
born May, 1866.


It’s interesting that the author of the article stated: “An estimate between 75 and 80 
probably would be average for the casual observer.” And, in my opinion, that would be 
better aligned with known facts. He was ~90 in 1956, not 100. There are two official 
records that align with an 1866 birth year.


There’s this official Probate record from 1908 (more on this in a moment). In this sworn 
testimony, Frank, in 1908, stated he was 41. That would make his birth year 
1866/1867.




And, there’s this 1942 late birth registration application attesting that Frank’s son, Carl 
Franklin Dewitz was born on Nov. 5, 1887. In this, Frank signed a notarised affidavit 
attesting that at the time of Carl’s birth he was 22 years old. That would make his year 
of birth either 1865 or 1866.


Thus, based on public record evidence, we can confidently say that Frank 
Debuschewitz / Dewitz was born about May, 1866.


Birth Location and Family Considerations 

In the article it was stated that Frank was born in Bernberg or Brumberg Germany. And, 
that his father was Julius. To check this, I conducted European research on the 
Debuschewitz surname. And, in fact, I found this family in Bromberg, Germany. He 
named his father in the article as Julius Dewitz. However, his father actually was likely 
Julius Debuschewitz. His mother likely was Henriette Koebe.


My research identified at least six of the Debuschewitz children and confirmed Frank 
likely was the youngest, born in 1866.


Remarkably, this Debuschewitz family seems to be unique. Julius Debuschewitz may 
have had a brother, Friedrich, also in Bromberg. However, other than that, I found no 
other Debuschewitz’s in Europe or the United States. Frank may have been correct in 



saying he likely was the only member of this family to immigrate, which would make 
him the sole Debuschewitz Patriarch of this family in America.


With so few family members, was the Debuschewitz surname an alias of some sort? If 
so, why was it being used as such. There are many Debusche surnames in Europe. 
Might the Debuschewitz family be related to these folks?


Regardless, we now get to the part of Frank’s news article story that is far-fetched. He 
stated that he immigrated to America with a couple named Barent and that he was not 
even eight years old when he left the Barents and ‘struck out on his own’ in Baltimore, 
MD. 


Again, it’s likely that Frank was about 15 when he immigrated about 1881, not 8. The 
idea of a 7 or 8 year old boy wandering the streets of Baltimore, working first in a 
woolen mill, then a glass factory, is preposterous, even in the 1880’s. And, what 
parents would allow a 7-8 year old to immigrate? This, unless the Barent family had 
adopted Frank. But, Frank never called himself Barent, that I can find.


I’ve checked multiple sources for any sort of passenger or immigration or naturalisation 
record for Frank Debuschewitz / Dewitz / Barent, but to date, found nothing. 


The origin possibilities for Frank Debuschewitz/Dewitz invite speculation. One possible 
scenario is that a 15 year old Frank Debuschewitz was a runaway / stowaway from 
Bromberg in 1880/1881, jumped ship in Baltimore, worked in the woolen mill and glass 
factory for a few years and then made his way west, in his early 20’s, to Ohio.


Another possible scenario is that Frank was born out of wedlock to Julius 
Debuschewitz and an as yet unidentified mother. Thus, Frank was ostracised by his 
father / family. Perhaps Julius gave Frank money and a ship’s passenger ticket and 
sent him to Baltimore, under an alias name. This, before Frank became an adult - 
effectively disinheriting Frank. This may be why he lost contact with his father's family.


Regardless, by the the middle 1880’s, Frank Debuschewitz was in the Zanesville, OH 
area (~50 miles east of Columbus). This, because he married Dora Spinks in April, 1887 
in Zanesville, OH. He was coal miner working at the Bridwell & Barton Mine.


Frank and Dora Debuschewitz had two sons, Carl (1887-1971) and Edward 
(1889-1978), their only children.


In January, 1895 Frank Debuschewitz, aka Deubensuede, was arrested and charged 
with attempted murder of fellow coal miner, Sidney Spinks (a relative of his wife). [Note: 
See References (1)] The story is graphic and gruesome and includes several weeks of 
newspaper updates. In the end, Sidney Spinks lived, though, we don’t know what 
happened to Frank. Maybe the charges were dropped?




By 1900, Frank had moved his Debuschewitz family to the La Junta, Otero County area 
of southeast Colorado. There, according to a census record, Frank was a brick mason. 
Interestingly, the family name was changed from Debuschewitz to Dwitz. 


Was Frank fleeing justice for his attempted murder charge and changing the family 
name to conceal their locale and identities? Probably not, since, by 1902, Frank and 
Dora Debuschewitz were back in Zanesville, OH, and purchased a homesite; Lot 21 in 
Iron Addition.


ZANESVILLE TIMES RECORDER, SEP. 5, 1902 

In April 1908 Dora Spinks-Debuschewitz died. Lot 21, purchased Sep. 1902, became 
an object of contention in Probate Court. [See References (2)]




Frank settled the Probate lawsuit and the contested property was sold for cash. After 
all claims were settled in the Spring of 1908, Frank received $106. 


After this issue settled, it does appear that Frank relocated to Dietrich, Mason County, 
Kentucky. Frank’s son Carl Debuschewitz (now Dewitz) had married Myrtle Mitchell 
there in 1907 and was working for the C & O Railroad. By 1920, Frank Debuschewitz 
(now Frank Dewitz) was in the household of Carl and Myrtle Dewitz. As for Frank and 
Dora’s other son, Edmund, he enlisted in the US Army in 1909. He would serve in the 
Army for 10 years. More on Ed Dewitz in a moment.


In the 1956 news article, Frank stated that he lived in Chicago, IL for about 25 years. 
So, we can assume that about 1922, Frank relocated to Chicago. In fact, we find him in 
the 1930 federal census living alone, widowed, in apartment #16, at 3224 Monroe St. 


In the 1940 federal census, Frank reported living alone, widowed, at a home, 3215 
Madison St, in Chicago. He apparently was a boarder in the household of Max and 
Ruth Morrison. He reported working in a restaurant. He reported his birth place as 
Ohio. With WW2 looming, reporting a birth place as Germany was not prudent. One 
other item of note was his education: Highest Grade Completed: 0. This somewhat 
matches what he stated about his education in the news article - “he got it along the 
railroads”.


By 1950, Frank was in the household of his son, Carl and daughter in law, Myrtle 
Dewitz, on Bulaville Road, Addison, Gallia, OH. The 1956 news article stated that Frank  
bought the Bulaville Road farm in 1947. A 1947 city directory record for Carl and Myrtle 
Dewitz shows they were living in Ironton, OH. So, it’s certainly possible that Frank and 
Carl combined their financial resources to purchase the property in about 1947.


Frank Debuschewitz/Dewitz lived out the remainder of his days in the household of his 
son, Carl. He never married again. He died, at the age of 90, March 16, 1957 at 
Gallipolis, Gallia County, Ohio and was buried at Greenwood Cemetery in Zanesville, 
OH, likely close to his wife’s grave.


Children of Frank and Dora Debuschewitz

	 - plus ongoing family mystery


As previously discussed, Frank and Dora Debuschewitz / Dewitz had 2 children, both 
sons; Karl “Carl” Franklin (1887-1971) and Edmund Elsworth (1889-1978). 


Carl Franklin Debuschewitz / Dewitz worked nearly his entire life for the C&O Railroad, 
from about 1910 to about 1945. He and the former Myrtle Mitchell remained a married 
couple until her death in 1966. They celebrated their Golden Anniversary in 1957.




THE DAILY INDEPENDENT, MAYSVILLE, KY, JAN. 26, 1957 

Carl and Myrtle had seven children:

1) Margaret Doris Dewitz (1907-1999)

2) Catherine Edna Dewitz (1910-2006)

3) Theodora Stanley Dewitz (1912-1981)

4) Esculine Dewitz (1915-2009)

5) Evaline Dewitz (1915-1941) 


1) Note: Esculine and Evaline were twins

6) Carl Woodrow Dewitz (1918-2004)

7) James William Dewitz (1920-2013)


Family mystery: Daughter Catherine E Dewitz (1910-2006) married Carlos Cecil Grant 
(1910-1998) in 1929. Following the end of WW2, Carlos attended the Apostolic Bible 
Institute in St. Paul, MN. Upon graduation he obtained a United Pentecostal Church 
Minister License. 


He and Catherine became missionaries and church leaders in Manila, Philippines in the 
late 1950’s. Carlos apparently died in 1998. Some say he died in Manila. This cannot 
be confirmed. His Social Security death record shows his last residence as: Newark, 
Alameda County, California.


Catherine died in 2006, apparently in Newark, Alameda County, 
California. Oddly, she is buried next to her parents, Hillcrest 
Memorial Park, Bakersfield, CA, with no mention of her husband 
in her Find a Grave Memorial. 


Where did Carlos C Grant die and where was he buried?


Also, a photo was found of the Grant family, ca. 1948. In this 
photo is a young girl. To date, I cannot locate any information 
suggesting the Grants had any children. So, we are left with a 
mystery as to the identity of this child.




Edmund Elsworth Debuschewitz/Dewitz enlisted in the US Army in January. 1909. He 
was discharged in January. 1919. He served with the American Expeditionary Forces 
21 Oct 1918 to 20 Dec 1918 in Europe in the 118th Artillery Battery. He briefly married 
Ruby F Stine in 1924. The marriage only lasted at most, 2 years. No children are known 
to have been born to their union. Edmund never married again. Through the years he 
had a variety of jobs in various locations; OH, CA, AZ, KY. He died leaving no known 
children.


Thus, all Debuschewitz / Dewitz American descendants of Frank and Dora 
Debuschewitz / Dewitz are through Carl Debuschewitz / Dewitz. Likely though, there 
are still Debuschewitz cousins in the Bromberg area of Germany. 


My suggestion for this unique American Debuschewitz / Dewitz family is to reach out 
and try to locate and reacquaint with remaining Debuschewitz family in Germany and 
restore long lost family connections.


References


1) Check the full story of the attempted murder in Frank’s Ancestry Gallery: “A Bloody 
Deed”.

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109675781/person/192796035807/
gallery?tab=gallery


2) Check the full 1908 Probate story in Frank’s Ancestry Gallery: “Probate Dora 
Debuschewitz”

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109675781/person/192796035807/
gallery?tab=gallery


https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109675781/person/192796035807/gallery?tab=gallery
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