The Three Wives of Roscoe Baldwin

Roscoe Baldwin Sr (the author’s paternal uncle) apparently could not wait to join the
US Navy in early 1919, just days after his 18th birthday. Following his Jan 29, 1919
enlistment, he would spend the next 25 years in and out of, but, mostly in, the US
Navy, finally fully retiring in 1945 as a Chief Petty Officer - the highest enlisted US Navy
rank at that time.

Trying to build and maintain a family while being fully owned and managed by the US
Navy proved to be a challenge for Roscoe. Based on my research, Roscoe went
through three distinct periods in his life, periods that | named after his wives: Fleta
Period, Helen J Period, and Helen M Period. In this retrospective, with newly
discovered documents and insights, we will chronologically examine each of Roscoe
Baldwin’s three lives, fully restore his memory and the memories of his wives.

NOTE: | requested and received a complete US Navy Service Record for Roscoe
Baldwin. This comprehensive set of documents provided extensive details and
chronology for Roscoe’s life between 1919 and 1945.

Principals

Roscoe (no middle name) Baldwin Sr
BIRTH 27 JAN 1901 - Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, Ohio
DEATH 13 MAY 1969 - Daytona Beach, Volusia, Florida

Married: 1924

Fleta Ursala Gifford

BIRTH 18 NOV 1904 - Cedar Rapids, Linn County, lowa

DEATH 15 JUL 1974 - Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California
Married: 1929

Helen Jewell Thomas

BIRTH 11 JUN 1911 - Ridge, Carroll County, Missouri

DEATH 27 JUNE 1982 - Carrollton, Carroll, Missouri
Married: 1937

Helen Marie Lewis

BIRTH 13 MAY 1914 - Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, Ohio
DEATH 26 JUN 1968 * Gainesville, Alachua, Florida



Fleta Ursula Gifford Period - 1919-1929
Ship and Shore Duty Stations, and Residences:

1919, 1920 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL

1921, 1922, 1923 - USS Huron, Philippines, China

1924 - USS Newport News, San Francisco

1924, 1925 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL

1926, 1927, 1928, 1929 - USS Sinclair, Bremerton (with Fleta), WA
1929 - USS Farenholt - San Diego, CA

1929 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL

Roscoe was born January 27, 1901 in Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, OH to William and
Delcia Baldwin. He was their second child. He did not have a middle name.
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Record of births, Lawrence County, OH

He enlisted in the US Navy January 29, 1919, using the birth date of January 8, 1901.

The following is g statemont of Baldwin's enlisted laval servies:

8 Jan 1901 Bora at Ironben, Ohio
29 Jan 1919 Inlicted in the U, S, Navy as Apprentice Soaman at Londsville,

Kentuel-‘\i;r.

US Civil Service, 1945

On the majority of his Navy service records, Roscoe claimed his birthdate was January
8, 1901. Why, is unknown; perhaps because he enlisted on Jan 29, 1919 - when he had
just turned 18, just to make sure he was a qualified enlistee.

Roscoe’s training at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center, north of Chicago, IL, lead
him (and, possibly related to his smaller stature - 5’7”, 125Ibs) in 1920 to select to
become a Storekeeper (SK Rating). In this rating classification he would remain for his
entire Navy Service.

SK Third Class - Feb 1920

SK Second Class - Oct 1922

SK First Class - Jun 1924

Chief Petty Officer Storekeeper - Dec 1942

What is a Navy Storekeeper you might ask:

DUTIES: Receives, stores and issues equipment, supplies, material, or tools. Procures supplies, and
checks incoming items against orders. Fills requisitions for stock. Takes inventories. Maintains records,
including vouchers, invoices, stock cards, and requisition forms. Operates typewriter and office



machines. May sell merchandise in Ship's Service Stores. Handles disbursing and fiscal accounting
under supervision of Supply Officer.

EQUIPMENT USED: Record keeping equipment, ledgers, files, invoices, public vouchers, stock cards,
requisitions, storage and stock room facilities, packaging and shipping facilities.

TYPES OF BILLETS: Most ships and all except the smallest shore stations.

In mid 1921, Roscoe was assigned to the U.S.S. Huron (DD-CAS9 - flagship of the
United States Asiatic fleet). He would remain onboard the Huron for about two years.
This would be his only actual sailing ship duty experience. For the rest of his career, he
would serve either on shore or on docked ships. However, during this tour the USS
Huron sailed to Asia, including Philippines and China.

One of Roscoe’s service records show he took leave, noted as “Peking Leave”,
7/18/1923 to 7/23/1923. Interestingly, | found a photo entitled: “Group of the ship's
crew members stop off at Tientsin, China, while traveling by rail to Peking, 18 July
1923. Collection of Henry J. Poy. U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command
Photograph.”

| can’t be sure, but was a 21 year old Roscoe Baldwin the 4th from the right (carrying a
bottle) among this group of sailors? Surely he was in the group.



Roscoe was relieved from USS Huron duty in late 1923 and, by early 1924, transferred
on station at the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL. Which brings us to Fleta Ursala
Gifford.

Fleta Ursala Gifford was born 1904 in Linn County, lowa. She did not live there long, as
her parents moved the family to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin in 1905. There, she grew up,
mostly without a mother, who died in 1910 from a typhoid fever infection.

Lake Geneva was and is a popular Wisconsin resort destination. It is a mere 25 miles
from the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL. For Roscoe Baldwin, it’s quite likely
that he frequented the Lake Geneva area, perhaps attending some of the many dances
that were held there. In fact, Roscoe and Fleta could very well have met at Lake
Geneva sometime in the first half of 1924.

Roscoe Baldwin and Fleta Gifford married | 12-22-24.Grented six (6) days
December 23, 1924 in Waukegan, IL - near the ggg:ﬁ;’is deave ©6 expare ofl, . .
Naval Training Center, where Roscoe was
i 12-28-24, Returned ..., 2\
stationed. . Chrlstmasléave this Sated
. Ze

On Roscoe’s Navy Beneficiary Form, it can be 1/23/25 Records chanzed to shom

seen that Roscoe took leave on Dec. 22, 1924, next of kin as "Wife" Mbs. Fleta,
. Baldwin, 522 Hickory St
married Dec. 23, and returned on Dec. 28. On Weukegen, Tll. instead Jgf Mo then
: s " Mrs, Deleie Baldwin, R #1 Tronton,
January 23, 1925, he changed his beneficiary  Ohio. AcooFd.BymEi Nav_MZ,ﬁ
P AV

from his mother to his new wife, Fleta Baldwin. of 1/10/25,

They lived first at 522 Hickory St, then 414 Oak St —
in Waukegan (now a city park). Roscoe and Fleta

had a daughter Marion Delcia Baldwin on Aug 4, 1925 (about 8 months after they
married). Marion was named after Fleta’s mother. Marion’s middle name, Delcia, was a
tribute to Roscoe’s mother. We will return to Marion Delcia Baldwin in a few moments.

Mr, and Mrs. Roscoe Baldwin, 414
| |Oak street, are the parents of a

* |girl, born last night at Victory Me-
* |morial hospital. 1

Waukegan News-Sun, Aug 4, 1925



All seemed to be going well in the Baldwin household until April, 1926. On April 30,
Roscoe was arrested on assault charges - accused of striking Fleta and taking her
wristwatch. The charges were dropped five days later.

BALDWIN CASE IS
DISMISSED - TODAY

Charges of assault filed against Ros-
coe Baldwin, a sailor stationed at
Great Lakes, by his wife, were or-
dered dismissed today when the wom-
an appeared to be reluctant to force
prosecution of the action before Jus-
tice ot the Peace Harry Hoyt. It was
understood that Mrs _Baldwin charged
that her husband had struck her and

was also Teported that he had tak-
en rist watch from her,

Waukegan News-Sun, May 1, 1926 Waukegan News-Sun, May 5, 1926

Then, on July 19, 1926, Roscoe and another fellow were

arrested for being drunk and disorderly - found with moonshine ARREST TWO AND_ ,
and wine. Fleta reported to police that liquor was being sold at SEIZE MOONSHINE _
the boarding house where she and Roscoe and Marion lived. IN POLICE RAID

She reported that Roscoe was drunk, and behind locked doors.
Roscoe was fined $25 in police court.

Waukegan News-Sun, July 19, 1926

Recall that at this time in US history, Prohibition was the law of
the land (1920-1933). Possession and consumption of alcohol
was a serious crime. This arrest was a problem for Fleta and
the Navy. | imagine that by this time Fleta was starting to have
second thoughts about her life choice with Roscoe. And, as far
as the Navy goes, his superiors must have known about
Roscoe’s multiple run-ins with civilian authorities. Their
trepidation may have triggered a proximity change for Roscoe,
removing him from Waukegan and the public eye.

On July 22, 1926, Roscoe was transferred from the Great Lakes
Training Center to the destroyer USS Sinclair (DD-275) then
docked in Bremerton, WA, assigned to the ship’s Commissary
Store.

was found on the rear porch, Stera :
‘wae away at the time but nl&

Raid Staged on Complaint of
Woman Who Said Hushand
Got Drunk There. I

TWO FINED IN COURT

Half a gallon of moonshine liquor
was seized Saturday night at 10
o'clock when the police staged a raid
on a rooming house conducted by
Harry Stern, 31, at 110 South Genesea
street, Stern was fined $80 on a
cha e of disorderly conduct when
he was arraigned before Police Mag-
istrate Walter Taylor. ¥

Information that resultel im the
raid was supplied to the police by
Mrs, Roscoe Baldwin, who,.with her
husband, occupied rooms at Stern's
place. At eight ‘o'clock Saturday
night she reported to the police ‘that
llquor wag being sold at ‘the place,
that her husband was intoxicated,
that the doors of the place were
locked and*that they” would not lew
her in, Commiesioner Balz signed
a search warrant and a raid waee
etaged by Captain Kennedy and Pa-
trolmen Quandt, Stewart and True.

, Half a gajlon of moonshine liquor




-7/22/26"T0 USS smcmm ‘55 ‘Bremer‘gon ~<
' Wash. FOR DUTY Nav 630 GJC of 7/16/26.
 Furnished trans. for dependents & 4
- household effects from Grt La.kes to °
' Bremertbn Washington.

As can be seen, these orders included
provision to transport Fleta and infant Marion
Baldwin to Bremerton, WA. In August, 1926,
while onboard the USS Sinclair, Roscoe was
given an Honorable Discharge and reenlisted
for another four years of US Navy service.

The USS Sinclair apparently relocated to San
Diego, CA in late August or early September,
1926. This, because a news article shows that
Fleta and infant Marion arrived in San Diego, via
train, from Washington State. At this time, Fleta
was about four months pregnant with a second
child.

The San Diego Sun - 8 Sep 1926

On January 9, 1927 Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr was born in San Diego, CA.

Announcement of Birth

Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Baldwin have
announced the birth of a nine pound
nine ounce baby boy, Roscoe Fredrick,
born on January 9th, 1927. Lake Ge-
neva friends have received the an-
nouncement. Mrs. Baldwin will be
remembered as Miss Fleta Gifford,
and is well known here, having passed
her childhood days in Lake Geneva.
Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin made their
home at Waukegan, Ill. up until a
yvear ago, when they moved to San
Diego, California.

 —
The Lake Geneva Regional News - 24 Feb 1927

The birth of Roscoe Fredrick was not enough to keep Roscoe and Fleta together. By
April, 1927, a divorce suit was filed by Roscoe, alleging “misconduct” on the part of
Fleta and asking for custody of 18 month old Marion and 2 month old Roscoe Fredrick.
The divorce would not be finalised until January, 1929.



: T e '
Two Ask Divorces || cruelty 0 g
I o Foo o vy Alice B. from Walter C. Hansen.
win has filed suit for divorce and Ceet) tn.mm:
asks custody of their two children. Isabel from Meorris
lela Glbson has filed divorce com- Illlh‘tnnmlln
) | Gibson accusing him of crusity lettie L. frem Douglas G. Boyos. .
ot S 4 el s

The San Diego Sun - 4 April 1927 The San Diego Sun - 1 Jan 1929

What exactly happened between Roscoe and Fleta to cause a divorce shortly after the
birth of their son is unknown. We know, however, that Fleta was licensed in San Pedro,
CA, under her maiden name, to marry Norman Edward Sweeney in October, 1929.

Lmom!n'rom

Pl'l.llm FOR OCT, 15
Charles W. Cay “. Loh E. Epper
son, 35; both o&
Alphono E. Ho rd ll' Ella Dalley,
both of Oeon- le.
Normun .‘u."' San Diege;
Pedro,

Fleta U ff 28,
Everet n Euu New Orleans,

Lr,; Luella mﬂu !1 Ban l"unclno
cum Laycoe f.. l‘ Mue H, Keller,

both of 8an §o.
illcuol Hernand “: Maria Gonzales,
17; both of Bén D&n :

The San Diego Sun - 16 Oct 1929

Might Fleta Ursula Gifford-Baldwin and Norman Edward Sweeney (also a US Navy
sailor at that time) have had an affair that Roscoe found out about?

What happened to their two children during this family upheaval? Based on the divorce
suit filing and final decree, it’s assumed that Roscoe was granted custody of the
children. We know, based on the 1930 Federal Census, that son, Roscoe Fredrick
Baldwin Jr, was sent to Ironton, OH to live with his grandparents, William and Delcia
Baldwin. It’s likely that, at least for a short time, daughter, Marion Delcia Baldwin, also
was living in Ironton. [NOTE: A summary of the lives of Marion and Roscoe Fredrick
Baldwin Jr is in Appendix 1 of this story.]



Before we explore the next phase of Roscoe’s life in which he marries a 17 year old,
let’s take a quick side-track to see what happened to Fleta and Norman Sweeney.

We know Fleta (now using the nickname “Marion”), within months of divorcing Roscoe,
married Norman Edward Sweeney in San Diego, CA, October, 1929.

Norman Edward Sweeney
BIRTH 9 MAY 1903 « Snohomish County, Washington
DEATH 28 MAR 1962 + Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California

Norman Sweeney was an interesting fellow. He seems to have
been drawn to a service of seamanship from an early age. At 19
he, as an apprentice mariner, was issued a Seaman's Protection
Certificate Seattle, WA. These certificates, now obsolete, were
first issued to American sailors to prevent them from being
impressed into service by British warships. Norman joined the
US Navy in 1922 and served for six years, being discharged in
San Diego, CA.

| "Nm 'i' Sweeney, an officer In 1934 we see that he was an officer

|on the American Star, U, 8. stea-| ©Onboard a US steamer, visiting his family in
.| mer, spent Bunday visiting at the| Everett, WA

({home of his aunt, Mrs, Jessie
Mead and his grandmother, Mrs.

: mgcggll:}“ 'trhil; vtl:: 1;18 first|  The Everett Daily Herald, August 25, 1934

.. - A ¥ s - s a_

Returning to our story, the Sweeney’s, in the 1930 Federal Census, were residing in
San Diego - Fleta a housewife and Norman a taxicab driver. No one else was in the
household, i.e., Marion or Roscoe Jr.

In 1932, the Sweeney’s were living in Los Angeles, where they registered as
Democrats. In 1935, Norman and Fleta had relocated to the Port Arthur/Beaumont/
Galveston, TX area. Norman’s occupation was shown to be “Mariner”. The Sweeney’s
continued to live in and around Port Arthur/Beaumont/Galveston, TX until the late
1940’s.

In the spring of 1941, according to a Social Father Norman E Sweeney
Security record, Marion Delcia Baldwin Mother  Ficta U Gifford
changed her name to Marion Delcia LG A

Notes May 1941: Name Listed As Marion Delcia

Swgeney. It's assumed Fhat ,at that time Sweeney; Dec 1945: Name Listed As Marion Del-
Marion (age 15) moved in with her mother cia Fontaine; 09 May 2003: Name Listed As Mari-
and step-father, Norman E Sweeney, in on D Fontaine

Galveston, TX.

U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index



Marion (now Sweeney) lived with Fleta and Norman Sweeney in Galveston until her
1945 marriage to Ernest Fontaine. (More on Marion in Appendix 1.)

Norman and Fleta Sweeney moved to Los Angeles about 1951/1952, probably
because her daughter, Marion Fontaine (and husband, Ernest and their daughter, Joan)
were also living in Los Angeles. In fact, based on residence records, they may all have
moved together at the same time.

Norman and Fleta Sweeney remained married for 33 years, until Norman’s death in
1962. To best of my knowledge, they had no children of their own.

Helen Jewell Thomas Period - 1929-1935
Ship and Shore Duty Stations, and Residences:

1929 - USS Farenholt - San Diego, CA

1929, 1930, 1931 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL
1932 - USS West Virginia, Long Beach, CA

1932 - USS Oklahoma, Long Beach, CA

1932, 1933 - USS Argonne, Long Beach, CA

1933 - USS Antares, Long Beach, CA

1933, 1934 - USS Argonne, Long Beach, CA

1934 - USS Algorma, Long Beach, CA

1934 - USS Utah, Long Beach, CA

1934-1935 - USS Argonne, Long Beach, CA

1935 - San Diego - Placed on Naval Reserve Status

Following the finalised January, 1929 divorce Roscoe Baldwin Sr transferred June 1,
1929 from the USS Sinclair to the USS Farenholt, then docked in San Diego. Again, we
don’t know exactly what happened to his daughter, Marion or son, Roscoe Jr during
this time. Though, it seems likely they both were sent to live with Roscoe’s parents in
Ironton, OH.

This is where we see a strange turn of events. On September 13, 1929 Roscoe Baldwin
Sr married Helen Jewell Thomas at Marceline, Linn County, MO. She was 17, requiring
permission from her mother, Della Thomas, which was granted. Roscoe was 28.

How these two met is a mystery. Was Helen Thomas a mail-order bride? Did they meet
through a mutual acquaintance? Did the Navy have some sort of program to match
sailors with potential wives and/or mothers of sailor’s children?

What we do know is that Helen and Roscoe married at Marceline, MO - one county
north of her family home in Carrollton, MO. By doing this, was her mother, Della, and
father, Harry C Thomas, trying to avoid public scrutiny of their underage daughter
marrying a Navy sailor and moving to San Diego, CA? There appears to have been no
courtship between Roscoe and Helen.



MARRIAGE LICENSE.

STATE OF MISSOURI, COUNTY OF LINN.

THIS LICENSE authorizes any Judge of a Court of Record or any Justice of the Peace, or any licensed or ordained Preacher of the Gospel, who is a Citizen of the
United States, or who is a resident of and a pastor of any church in this State to SOLEMNIZE MARRIAGE between ROSCO€ Baldwin

of San Diego in the County of San Diego and State of
California , whois OVEX the age of twenty-one years, and Helen Thomas
of Marceline t'enty_one in the County of Linn and State of

Missouri | gnois UNAr the age of e years
Helen Thomas being under Twenty-one years of age, her Mother
Mrs. Della Thomas assents to her marriage.

WITNESS, my hand as Recorder of Deeds with the Seal of Office hereto affixed at my Office in Linneus, Mo., this 10th

oo dayof September 1929
| He E. Kelley
By
Deputy. Recorder of Deeds.
4 STATE OF MISSOURI, }
| ss.
| County of Linn THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the undersigned AN Ordained Minister
did, at Marceline in said County, on the
10th day of September A. D. 1829 unite in Marriage the above named persons. And I further Certify that

I am legally qualified under the Laws of the State of Missouri to solemnize Marriages.

Geo. W. Maxwell

i The foregoing Certificate of Marriage was Filed for Record in my office on the 26th day of september 1929
i
|
|

B W, Kby
| Deputy. Recorder of Deedf.

Missouri State Archives: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WT-
HGPB?view=fullText

BALDWIN-THOMAS WEDDING

Mr. Roscoe Baldwin, of San
Diego, Calif., and Miss Helen
Thomas of this city were united
in marriage Wednesday afternoon
by Rev. Geo. W. Maxwell, at the
office of Judge T. M. Ludden. The
young couple will make their home
in California.

-
The Marceline News and the Bucklin Herald - 13 Sep 1929

By October, 1929, Roscoe had changed the Navy Beneficiary statement to include
Helen Jewell Thomas-Baldwin. Here we see confirmation that Roscoe’s two children
were living in Ironton, OH.

Then, in November, 1929, Roscoe was transferred from San Diego back to the Great
Lakes Training Center, near Waukegan and North Chicago, IL.


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WT-HGPB?view=fullText
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WT-HGPB?view=fullText

BENEFICIARY SLIP
. Name BAIDMN , Roscoe

(Name n.full, surname to the left.)

Sé_fvice number ___28 6 ;'61'65 .
Station U5 +Se_ FARENHOLT (338)e

(Name.)

san Diego, California 15 oob. 1989,

(Place.) (Date.)

!
! ‘Under the provisions of the act approved 4 June, 1920, direct-
ing the payment of six months’ pay to the widow, children, or
dependent relative of any officer, enlisted man, or nurse, on the
active list of the regular Navy or re%-llllar.Marme Corps, or on- the
retired list when on active duty, who dies of wounds or disease
not the result of his or her own misconduct, I give below the
name-and address of my wife-and that of each of my children:

3.

(Address of chuld.)
Roscoe Raldwin, Jre

- -~ )

'11-4~29 Transferred this date te the
TTAth Naval pistriet for pemanent.
}du'tsr' in asccordance with puNav Letter
| Nav 630 SRP MM 286-61-63 of 7 Oct-
tober, 1929. I R

Helen gewell Baldwin
" (Bull' nameof wife; if not married, so state.y .

1245 10th St. Son Diego. Qalifs The April, 1930 Federal Cengus reported
! . (hadressofwite) Roscoe, Helen Jewell Baldwin, and
;  -Maxlon Detols Baldwln . daughter, Marion Delcia Baldwin living at
i gronvon, Qhlo, . .. 1702 Sheridan Rd, North Chicago, IL.
i
|

(Full nanio of child ; if none, so state.)
Lo,

Tronton, Ohio, ¢
t (Address of child.)

By August, 1930, Roscoe, Helen, and daughter,
Marion Delcia Baldwin were living at 811 Adams
St, Waukegan, IL. Here, we see that Roscoe
Baldwin Jr continued to live in Ironton, OH.

In February, 1931 18 year old Helen Jewell
Baldwin was involved in a car crash.

—————

 POLICE SEEKING
~ VAMPIRE DRIVER

]

| Mrs. Roscoe Baldwin, 811 Adams
| street, North Chicago, reported to the
police last night that an automobile
crashed into her machine at the in-
 tersection of Genesee and Washington
'sreets, but did not stop after the acci-

Police are searching for the vampire
driver,

BENEFI‘CTA‘R.Y‘ SLIP .
Neme . BALDWIN, Roscoe

R T e a—
"Service number-..._. 3.8.63.613.-63__..,i.,ﬁ]ﬁlﬁ.;._IISllo_.
ssaﬁon..Haszal..mmingxngs_s.tatinn;i_,__,-_______

. Under the provisions of the act approved 4 June, 1920, direct-
ing the payment of six months’ pay to the widow, children, or
dependent relative of any officer, enlisted man, or nurse, on the
active list of the regular Navy or regular Marine Cor 8, or on the
retired list when on active duty, who dies of wounds or disease
* not the result of his or her own misconduct, I give below the
name and address of my wife and that of each of my children:

__..Helen_(_.ls?mell__ﬂalﬁwin ...........................

Full name-of wife; if not married, so state,) .

Marim])(alaia.Baldwin ______

Full name of child ; 1f none, so state.)

A..&L:L_..Agtams.__ﬁ.t(z_e_e_i: ._yj[%u,lcsgazi,__lll_;._

Kddress of oinid.

_Rgsme_-_:s(a.ldmin ICe,

Full name of child ; 1f ndne, so state.)

JTronton, Ohip.

(Address of child.)

'dent. Her car was badly damaged Waukegan News-Sun, Feb 26, 1931



In December, 1931, Store Keeper 1st Class (SK1c) Roscoe Baldwin Sr was arrested for
drunken driving and paid a hefty $100 fine to avoid spending 90 days in jail. For this
violation, Roscoe lost permission from the Navy to own or operate a motor vehicle.

 12-14-31:In accordance with BuNav
l , Cir.Ltr. #56-30 permission issued
on this station to own or operate

. a motor vehicle is hereby revoked
N due to BALDWIN driving an automoble
Having paid a $100 and court ., on a public highway while tnder the
coste fine imposed in Kenosha police " in‘fitlience of intoxicating liquor.
court last Friday for drunken driv- "
ing, Roscoe Baldwin, 811 Adams St.,
:u released from jail there yester-
ay.
Baldwin had been given his choice
of paying the fine or serving ninety
days in the county jail,

—
Waukegan News-Sun - 15 Dec 1931

Recall in 1926, when Roscoe got into legal troubles with local civilian authorities, he
was transferred from the Great Lakes Training Center to the USS Sinclair in Bremerton,
WA. Once again, following this drunk driving incident, Roscoe was transferred. This
time assigned to the USS West Virginia in Long Beach, CA.

1-4--32: Transferred this date to

the U.S.S. WEST VIRGINIA for assign-
ment to duty by ComBatShips, in
accordance with ComBatFor., desp.
6028-0822 of December, 1931.

.
.

Date transferred 4 Jamlal:? 2 _,1952"

o UsS.S. WEST VIRGINIA . /7
@%ﬁ@% _Commender, USN_{fiH) .
Signaturd g#nd rank of Commanding Officer.

Daterecei% %1“—0:‘-‘-7777. _

. . N Ry 1 ..
S U35 8T VTREILIA
Station, . . b !
Fromoﬁ_ﬁl Lo Great : Lg kf%s > t_‘r-ll
S i H
AT, Commender, Usil,

Signathre and rank of Commanding Officers 4—6111

Roscoe and Helen Jewell Baldwin would reside in the Long Beach, CA (Los Angeles)
area for the next three years. During their Los Angeles residency, Helen visited her
parents in Carrollton, MO in 1932 and 1933.



team by a score o1 11 to 6. JULIE 10uLl,

Mrs. Helen Baldwin, of Long Beach, Mrs. Helen Baldwin of Los Angeles,
Calif., is visiting her parents, Mr. and Calif., is visiting her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Thomas, | Mrs. Harry Thomas.

The Carrolton Republican-Record - 19 Aug 1932 and 16 June 1933

Between 1932 and 1935, Roscoe as a Storekeeper 1st Class, was transferred from one
docked ship to another; USS West Virginia, USS Oklahoma, USS Argonne, USS
Antares, USS Algorma, USS Utah. In January, 1935, Roscoe, age 34, had completed
16 years of Navy service. He was discharged to the Fleet Naval Reserve May, 1935 and
returned to Ironton, OH - apparently, without Helen Jewell Thomas-Baldwin. | found no
evidence that Roscoe and Helen Jewell Thomas-Baldwin had any children of their own
in six years of marriage.

There’s no record yet found to indicate that Roscoe and Helen Jewell Thomas formally
divorced in the spring 1935. All we know is that by the summer of 1935 a 34 year old
Roscoe was a resident of Ironton, working as an attendant at his father’s gas station in
Ironton. And, Helen was 24 and living in Carrollton, MO. With her parents. Did Roscoe
simply drop Helen off in Carrollton on his way back to Ironton? Did Roscoe abandon
her in Long Beach leaving her to make her way back home? Was the marriage
conveniently forgotten? And, what happened to Marion Delcia Baldwin during this
relocation process? These are good questions with no ready answers.

Helen went on with her life after Roscoe Baldwin Sr. In July, 1936, Helen was a guest at
a fish fry in Carrolton.

I The following spent the du.\'.:mtl} shildren of Ramona: Oklas T '.mdl
enjoyed a fish fry at the home of '\I'.'\ Mrs. Pat Staton of Carrollton, Rivh-l
lund Mrs. Clifton Willis, .\'unduy’: .\I'r. ard Staton and sons, Miss IIelon:
and Mrs. W. T. Griffith, Mrs. Edwin Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Huffman,
Miller of Carrollton; Mpr. and Mrs, Mrs. Dorothy Perkins and baby, .Inhn‘|
Jim Adkins and family, Mr. and Mrs. Huffman and daughters, Jadg No-|
1 Jimmy Caddle and daughter of Mar- land, Bill Staton, M, M. Winfrey and |
shall, Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Fields and Harry Huffman of Kansas City.

Carroliton Daily Democrat - 22 Jul 1936

Please take note that Helen is “Miss Helen Thomas” in attendance with Richard Staton
and his sons. In May, 1937, Helen was again with Richard Staton and his sons.

\‘vll('(k'.\ & BANTREARS -~ .- e e e e e

Mrs, Pat tSaton, Richard Staton
l‘:m'I sons and Miss Helen Thomas
spent Sunday with Mrs, A. S. Huff-

v Inall.

|

4

a Suc-

The Carrollton Democrat - 21 May 1937



Richard L Staton (1907-1975) was first married to Virginia L Merrell (1910-1932) in1926
and had two children; Richard Merrell Staton (1927-2019) and Jimmie Joe Staton
(1928-2013). Tragedy struck the Richard Staton family when Virginia died suddenly in
February, 1932 from food poisoning. Thus, similar to the situation with Roscoe
Baldwin, Richard Staton was needing a mother for his infant sons.

Richard and Helen married July 13, 1937.
It’s interesting to note that they married
outside of Carrollton and then announced
the wedding four days later.

They remained married until Richard’s death
in 1975. Helen became the step mother of
his sons. Richard and Helen had no children
of their own. She lived out the rest of her life
in Carrollton, MO. Helen Jewell Thomas-
Baldwin-Staton died there in 1982.

The Republican-Record (Carrollton, Missouri)
- Fri, 23 Jul 1937

THOMAS-STATON !

Miss Helen Thomas, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Thomas of this city
and Mr. Richard Staton, son of Mr'i
and Mrs. Oliver Staton, also of Carlv‘(»]]- |
ton. were united in marriage &at Key- |

1 " S y O 13 |
tesville, Mo., on Tuesday, July 19 |
19037, ’

The wedding was not announced U

their many friends here until Sailpr-
urday, July 17th. f

Mryrs. Staton has been in the employ |
of J. Earl Evans, county superintend- |
ent of schools for the past gcw.x:ﬂ1
months. Mr. Staton i engaged 'n the
operation of a truck line ¢ ut cf Car-
rollion which business he will con-
tinue. ; . .

They will make their home in Car-
rollton.

As for Roscoe Baldwin Sr, he married one more time. Let’s see what happened during

the Helen Marie Lewis Period.



Helen Marie Lewis Period - 1937-1969

We lose track of Roscoe Baldwin Sr between the summer of 1935 and summer of
1937. Presumably, he remained in the Ironton, OH area. In this period he met Helen

Marie Lewis. She, age 23, single, and Roscoe, age 36, divorced, married in Greenup,
KY on August 4, 1937.

THE NWEALTH OF KENTUCKY N
COUNTY COURT

BE IT KNOWN, That we.
as principal, and
as surety, mﬂntbmduvupﬂﬁb&e%mmmﬂ&dmmdmmmemofom HUNDRED DOLLARS

BOND IS CONDITIONED AS FOLLOWS:

to be solemnized between.
mm}ﬂofw.ﬁmodi; toobatructsddhrﬂun,thhboudshﬂbevoid,otherwiuitnhﬂlbemdmm
day of. 19
C& Principal,
Surety.
Clerk.
D.C.

REGISTER OF MARRIAGE €1

Q r Now.... 139
Full names of parties, Husband..... mm‘f?&d -

Wite..... A/ edee-. el

*By Whom Married

*Place of Marriage County of‘ém%m..m.xenmcky
*Date of Marriage

*Witnesses. and

Age of Husband 3.3........years; Condition (single, widowed, divorced).. 48.3 “...{ .............
Age of Wife...... bl 3.......years; Condition (single, widowed, divorced)...... 8 ez e ...

Race: (white or colored)................ ) Zxllom.........
Husband’s Place of Birth..... .ﬁ oelkrter...... @ﬁ«.q xeademf ) s, n«ém—- ........ ﬂﬁw
Wife's Place of m @A ¥
Names of Parents of Husband. N4 4 £8Lamme-. 227~ cobolosrn

o %
Names of Parents am_mwf gz:uu")
(atcie.... d &

C K
Occupation of Husband.....(,. £ea N ... ..
Date of License ‘ﬁ“

Subscribed and to before W coers i 9.~ 2 L 2 2% e - SR,
8. >...day of

Kentucky County Court (Greenup County): https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-C91S-YQBB-B?view=fullText



We see on the document that Roscoe stated he was divorced. Was he referring to
being divorced from Fleta Ursala Gifford or Helen Jewell Thomas, or both. Also, it’s
very interesting to note that the following written request was added: “Please do not
Publish”. | looked through a sample of these Greenup, KY marriage documents and did
not find this request on other documents. Was Roscoe concerned about news of his
marriage reaching Fleta and/or Helen?

By 1940, Roscoe and Helen were living in the Kitts Hill area just north of Ironton, OH.
The 1940 Federal Census shows them living alone - no other members of the
household; i.e., Marion Delcia Baldwin and Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr.

In October, 1939, following a physical examination, Roscoe was placed on the Navy
Retired list. Then, the following year, as WW2 buildup was developing, Roscoe Baldwin
Sr was reactivated to Active Duty August 19, 1940. He was stationed again at the
Great Lakes Training Center as a Chief Petty Officer Storekeeper. The records for this
part of Roscoe’s Navy career are somewhat sparse, likely due to the war effort.
However, it’s assumed that Roscoe and Helen Marie Lewis-Baldwin lived nearby his
duty station.

1 Hov 1939 Placed on the retired list of the U. 8. Navy cs Storekeoper
.. first clags, '
19 Aug 1940 Reported for active duby
1 Dee 1942 Roted Chief Storskeepsr (4A).
24 Jun 1944 Rated Chisf Storeksepsr (PA).
4 Bpr 1945 Releaged frem acbive duty,

By direction of Chief of Naval Perscnnsl:

Sincerely yours,

3, M, FORD L
Licvtenant (Jg), U3MR
. : - Regords Division .
T ———

After Roscoe’s release from Active Duty, April 4, 1945, he and Helen moved back to
Ironton, OH. On July 5, 1946 their daughter, Yvonne Carol Baldwin was born in Ironton.
They continued to live in the Ironton area until August, 1956, when the moved to
Clermont, FL, a suburb of Orlando.

Roscoe died at Daytona Beach, Fl, May 1969 at the age of 68. Helen Marie Lewis-
Baldwin died at Gainesville, FI, June, 1968 at the age of 54.

Yvonne married twice; 1st to Raymond E Matz (1947-2010), two sons - both Navy
veterans. 2nd to Robert Lowell Clements Jr, one son. Robert and Yvonne live in Florida.



Appendix 1

The children of Roscoe Baldwin Sr and Fleta Ursala Gifford

Marion Delcia Baldwin-Sweeney
BIRTH 3 AUG 1925 - Waukegan, Lake, lllinois
DEATH 30 APR 2003 - Artesia, Los Angeles, California

Roscoe Frederick "Bud" Baldwin Jr
BIRTH 9 JAN 1927 « San Diego County, California
DEATH 5 JUL 1989 « Hanover, Jefferson, Indiana

The tragedies sometimes of stories involving divorce and relocations are the life-long
effects on children, especially young children. Here, we have a contrast of these effects
with one child, Marion, leading a successful and full life and the other child, Roscoe Jr,
basically leading a life of crime.

Marion Delcia Baldwin-Sweeney

When we last discussed Marion Delcia Baldwin we learned that she had relocated To
Galveston, TX, probably around the time of her father’s return to Navy service, about

August, 1940. And, we learned that she legally changed her name from Marion Delcia
Baldwin to Marion Delcia Sweeney in May, 1941. She was 15.

In October, 1945 Marion
married Ernest Francis
Fontaine (1925-1993) in
Galveston, TX.

g p—
i %i REGISTRUM MATRIMONIORUM. \ Dispensationes.

® | Die Mensis.

|
M/ Egoinfrascriptus, adhocoﬁnu m invitatus ac rogatus, nec vi aut gravi. |

metu constr bus, et mutuo |
e é/" \ cc:tumlwnuugsomcmu hab:Qwr verba de ,?nh matrimorio
Ernest Fontaine, surprise, W e loon Lt fO0 L 72k L
surprise, was another Navy ;“;"L'L;m” A

veteran: enlisted Mar, 1943,
discharged Mar 1947; Rank:

A /?és
cu_]us cl};;lu libero- uuw% S Z [

SeA1C, TM2; Torpedo Man - / o %%u . \

i i [ w,,,lﬁpm ﬁa&law ¢ e
Thls rating was assoma.ted | i i m;‘\(
with personnel responsible o z d:“"’ CrtAect:
for handling and maintaining 7nwze/ i L/ﬂs
torpedoes and underwater in iz g, r-——

. (00 )11 P —_ G-
ordinance. He mostly served e T d ma/“m, _______ ZE’A)
On the USS O’Rellly' Hujus 1[|l imon: umlh st ad[x’ ea'tcdc.sulru n.m qmb;
| praedicti Spongy uﬁ W&yp

astor
(aut) ddegutu,s’a Sponsae

Parocho
Ordinario

St. Mary's Cathedral (Galveston, Texas): https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSXY-K5FS?view=fullText



By 1947, Ernest and Marion Fontaine were living in Newport, Rhode Island, where
Ernest was attending pharmacy school. While in Newport, Marion gave birth to Joan
Marie Fontaine (1947-2000). She would be their only child. The Fontaines returned to
Galveston, TX, presumably, after Ernest graduated from school about 1950. They then
relocated (probably along with her mother, Fleta, and step father Norman Sweeney) to
Los Angeles about 1951/1952. There, they lived out their lives. Ernest died in 1993 and
Marion died in 2003.

Roscoe Frederick "Bud" Baldwin Jr

Recall that Roscoe Baldwin Jr was sent as an infant to live with his aging grandparents
in Ironton, OH. They, I’'m sure did their best to provide him a good home. My
observation is that he was never in the home of his biological parents, never in a home
with his father. This situation took a toll on Roscoe Jr. By the time he was a teenager he
had been sent to the Boys Industrial School in Fairfield County, OH. There, he would
“escape” the day after his 18th birthday, in early 1945. And, from that point on he
began a life of crime.

The physical presence of Roscoe Baldwin Jr must have been impressive. He stood 6’
6” tall and, by some reports, weighed in the 300 Ibs range. He was a physical presence
to behold. And, reading newspaper accounts about him (some included here), it would
seem he was gentle giant, not a violent sort at all. But, make no mistake. He was a
chronic, repeat criminal. His crime specialities seem have been theft, particularly car
theft, and forgeries. His Rap Sheet was long and contained numerous citations, arrests,
convictions, and incarcerations in multiple states. In this regard, here are a select few
documents and news articles.

w-370-A Fomw azrmoven 12,0598
S No 0. REGISTRAR’S REPORT
REGISTRATION CARD (Men born on or after July l 1924, and on or before December 31, 1924)

(Also fc the o registration of men as they reach the 18th anniversary of the date of their birth on or after January 1, 1943. DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT

ERT/ ¥ 1. N. (Print] ORDER NUMPEL HEIGHT WEIGHT
ey B ) 7 ﬂ L xid (Approx) (Approx.) OOMPLEXION

wif 3FOA._ Jtm&re:_h %md.mdg “WM v e S as
& CLACE Ob <k, uNCE (PrmE) ; [ \Llu . f o !thla i LY EYES HATR U&::' 4

ber an 3] Negro
ITHE PLACE Ol' RESIDENCE GWEN ON LNE 2 ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD s=—————| Blng v’ | Blonde Ruddy
JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL] A =k 0

8. MAILING ADDRESS 9 Indian pos
9 Hazel ‘Brown Freckled

| — | Brown Black Light brown
Black Gray Dark brown
Bald L Black

(pfailing addeses Il Vbt Vhan piace Indioatsd on fine 3, 17 sarms, inserd word ssme) ‘ Filipino
4. TELEPHONE 8. Aal IN YlAl.uZ 8. PL%{B or !}l,x'm ]
L Aunasls

Japanese

Other
.| Oriental|

............
Fre Am?,um 7% misg,n 6 Wikl ALWATS Eow Yoop Aooxkes

Btute or sount
P 7 p { Other obvions ph: that will sid i, 2 g
?H/M/A’ﬂ (5oLt Citta A : o
rmmn“mn-p«nnnuu | ‘- ; /

0. PLACE 0¥ EMPLOTMENT OR BUsINESH 1 Lcertiy that my answers are tras; that the person fo g‘lymmd has read o bas bad
| read to him his own answers; that [ have witnessed his signature or mark and
....... ¢ ST ot b8 Ao of ek T have Kowiodes are tea6, e2oapt a6 Tolows:
ambar and siseat of B ¥, D, awmber) Gouniry Hsie ‘
T Avrizm THAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT 'rnn Au TRUE.

,
DSS Form 1 (Rev. 11-16-43) e16—1630-4 ReeeoR F B oabdeirnn
TRegistrant's signatare)

(ovER) ‘
—————————————————— Fheeial § c;mj _____ ¥ g % ok
We will start with a key document; Draft Registration, ot Lt
dgted January 9, 1945 - Roscoe BaIdV\(in Jrs 18thl : QMMC%
birthday. Here we see his Place of Residence as Kitts . MUNICIPAL BLDC. .
Hill, OH, home of his grandparents. His height was 6’ ST
51/2” and weight 195. S R


https://duckduckgo.com/?q=citations+definition&ia=definition
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=arrests+definition&ia=definition
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=convictions+definition&ia=definition
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=incarcerations+definition&ia=definition

We see that he thought he was born in Los Angeles, CA, which is not correct. He was
born in San Diego. He was being registered by a Special Panel for Lawrence County,

OH. So, his draft registration jurisdiction was his home county.

~—y A VLA AAIIAR

-
THREE ESCAPE B. I S.

—————

Two B. I. S. inmates escaped
Tuesday night, and police were
advised the pair were Charles
Kent, 15, Akron; Robert Gray, 15,
Cleveland Roscoe Baldwin, 17,
Chicago, Ill, escaped Tuesday

morning.
R
Lancaster Eagle-Gazette - 10 Jan 1945

The very next day, he left the Boys Industrial School (B.1.S.).
The article got his age wrong and his home wrong. But, by
1950, in the Federal Census, Roscoe was in Chicago,
working as a cook, so maybe the article was somewhat
correct. The census also indicated that he was married.
There’s no evidence to suggest that was true.

The next scrape with police was March, 1957 when Roscoe
Baldwin Jr was arrested at Collinsville, IL for car theft and
credit card fraud. The FBI became involved when Roscoe
was found to have transported a 1955 Cadillac across the
state line. He stated that he was on parole from an Ohio
penitentiary after serving five years (abt. 1952 - 1957).

Roscoe also reported he was from Columbus, OH and
formerly lived in East St. Louis, MO.

The Belleville News-Democrat - 30 Mar 1957

One distinguishing characteristic | found reading these
criminal exploits is that Roscoe seems always to openly
admit guilt and fully confess, and in a friendly manner. The
next article demonstrates this tendency.

Collinsville Police |
Arrest 6 Foot7
Man for Car Theft

Federal Bureau of Invest g:'m g
agents at Springfield
over a “king-sized pro
Collir » police wr
of Roscoe F. Baldwin ¢
l“(l)hn .'“rurw]s\ft

i %1 ch 325 1

pounder

fhu]\ in is charged with viola- ;
tion of the Dyer Act for alleged!|
transportation of a stolen car :
across state lines, The car, a 1955 ||
Cadillac, has been impounded at ]
Collinsville. Baldwin was arrested
Wednesday by Patrolmen Oscar

Fratligione and Arthur Lang after
they received a complaint from
Elmer Barbeau, operator of a
service station. Barbeau told po
lice the man was attempting t
obtain money with a gasoline

credit card

Police arrested Baldwin at a

tavern. Fratligione said the man
admitted stealing the car at
Bridgeport, OF in January. Po
lice said Baldwin also took the
man's ere m nd credit card

The card ?':x‘ !» 1 used repeat

edly during the three-month pe

riod. Police said 60 credit tickets

ranging in value from $10 to $60

were in Baldwin's possession. Ap

proximately 30 of the credit
tickets were issued in Collinsville

and East St. Louis

The man told police he for

merly lived in East St. Louis

Baldwin told police he was pa

roled from an Ohio penitentiary
last July after serving five vears.!




The next arresting article is from Shreveport, LA,
February, 1961, and found 35 year old Roscoe
Baldwin Jr. glad to be caught stealing a car in
Kentucky. Here he stated he was from Los Angeles,
where he was a carnival barker. Roscoe was looking
forward to heading back to prison - hopefully for at
least five years. He stated he was strictly a “federal
prison man.”

The Shreveport Journal - 2 Feb 1961
Roscoe received a hoped for four year prison
sentence at the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth,
KS. However, in 1962, he escaped, was quickly
captured, indicted, and served extra time for
escaping.

kato, Minn., transporting a stolen
car in May, 1963, from Mankato
to Kansas City.

Leslie Wayne Hackman, 18, Dan-
ville, Ill., and Virgil Caroldean
Rice, 18, of 1065 Stine lane, Kln
sas Cxty, Kansas, trans &3
stolen car in June, from
Springfield, Mo., to Mumx, Okla.,
to Joplin, Mo.

Three indictments charged es-
caping justice. They named:

Roscoe Frederick Baldwin, jr.,

—_———— _

Galveston, Tex for esca{?in!
in October, 1962, from the
penitentiary at Leavenworth, Ka
while serving a 4-year seutence
Allan Rader, 36, whereabouts
unknown, escaping in March, 1963,
from the U. S. Medical center,
S ringfield, Mo., while serving a
ear sentence
arley Leroy Coy, 28,
Okla., trymg in March,
Medical center at
Springﬁeld Mo He has been
transferred to the U. S. peniten-
tiary at Leavenworth.

The Kansas City Star - 14 Jun 1963

This prison escape story was so intriguing that it
landed on the front page of the St. Joseph, MO

News-Press in September, 1963. I’'ve included it in full

on the next page. It’s worth a read.
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Ex-Convict
Happy He's
Going Back

“I'm sure happy to be on my
way back to a federal prison,"”
a 35-year-old California ex-
convict told surprised state
troopers when he was taken
into custody on charges of auto
theft early today.

Roscoe F. Baldwin Jr. of Los
Angeles, who lists his principal
occupation as a carnival bark-
er, was lodged in the Caddo
Parish Jail and held for agents
of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation on possible Dyer Act
charges.

Troopers H. L. Pprter and N.
F. Strange spotted Baldwin
sleeping in a car by the side
of State Highway 1 about 14
miles south of Shreveport at
2:30 a.m. They stopped to in-
vestigate.

Baldwin readily admitted
stealing the auto in Winchester,
Ky., about a week ago, and
was ‘“‘docile and sincerely
happy about getting caught,”
Porter said.

The only sour note in the in-
cident, Baldwin said, was the
fact he had just put $5 worth
of gasoline in the auto and
didn’t get to use a drop of it.

He told us this ought to be
worth at least five years, Por-
ter said. Baldwin was released
from a federal penitentiary in
September after serving a
three-year term for auto theft
in Michigan.

The Californian told troopers
he is ‘“‘strictly a federal prison
man. The food is good, it's
clean and you get a pack of
cigarettes every day. 1 don't
want any part of these state
pens.”



HE'S ALSO A POET

Extra Term to
Ex-Pnson Guard

—-_I.ﬂ a

L

—

| Bro i
Byl 11 m h vmld
_(W‘mnmv rhmyﬂ the chance.
A ¢oot, T-inch, 350-pound, " The deputy warden of the
“poetry-writing, ex-prison guard mn'emmry. ‘ H:':y M:ldd
appeared  before  Federal Duncan, "
1 Sudge Wchiid M.~ Dumcis |~ 14t a8 know.fhe day befors
R i -l s | and we'll pucka.lunch !nc
3 M‘Ww—«fﬁn——
caping from the Platte coun- Baldwin, 37, said he had
.|+ ty honor farm of the Leaven- |- ~ been a guard in an Ohio prison
;| ~worth federai“penitentiary. | before geiting into trouble in-
.| - Roscoe-_Frederick Baldwin | 1951. He arrived at Leaven-
t| Jr., who said he fled from |- Worth April 1, 1961, to begin
.| the honor farm “due mostly | serving his Dyer act sentence.
f| to homesickness and other in- | He fled there Oct. 9, 19%62—
mates teasing me,” was sen- | While on a potato-digging as-
tenced by Judge Duncan to an signment—and was found hid-
additional 90 days in prison. ing-in some weeds two and
Baldwin had been free only | one-half hours later.
two and one-half hours on his Judge Duncan Tistened as
"escape, and was apprehended Baldwin told of how other
within a half-mile of the hon- | prisoners—apparently because
or farm. He was serving a | of his background as a prison
four-year sentence for a Dyer | guard—called him a “snitch.”
- of ml: N.nnmla it
portation a motor | : :
car—at the time of his flight. . - 0y
Warned Officials ‘Judge Duncan said following
Baldwin—who said he can't | the hearing. No samples were |
stand too much freedom | available today.
 while in a prison—told Judge | Incidentally, Baldwin appar-
Duncan he had wamed Leav- | ently didn’t tell the deputy

‘chool -

proved

St. Joseph News-Press (St. Joseph, Missouri) - Thu, 5 Sep 1963
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The crime list goes on and on.

i

Man Charged:

an

u ing
yes
hel

Sin
An itinerant laborer was!'16
jailed on a mail theft charge o
here this week after witnesses Wh
said he had told a mailman he
would give a letter to his em-/Wd
ployer, but didn’t. \dor
The mailman said he gave a ™Mé
man the letter on a recent morn- Blc
ing, before business hours, in €
front of Wilson and Sons, al
wholesale grocery concern. pre
It contained a $154 check tiol
made out to Wilson, which later of
turned up at a downtown res- AW
taurant with a man attempting!!ﬂ
to cash it. But a wary cashier|In
called police. ‘Bt
Identified as the same man/the
who received the letter and then |do1
tried to cash it was Roscoe F.| 1
Baldwin, 40, who gave his ad-|Aw
dress as Ironton, Ohio. U. S.|Ro
Commissioner Louise O. Charl-|of |
ton committed him to the Jef- wa
ferson County jail. Mr. Baldwin | Als
said he was innocent, lyes
William M. Wilson Jr. of the of
grocery concern said he had “A
employed Baldwin to do odd aw
jobs. |Re
(Da

e

When His Thumb
Fails, He Just
Takes A Car

Three-year sentences were
given to two men in U, S. Dis-
trict Court today, each charged
with transporting a stolen car
across state lines.

Roscoe Frederick Baldwin Jr.,
42, of Stanton, pleaded guilty
to transporting a stolen car
from Texas to Powell County.

Baldwin, 6 feet, 8 inches tall
and weighing 285 pounds, ad-
mitted to Judge Mac Swinford
that he had been In continuous
trouble with the law for 20
years and that he is currently
on probation from a 5-year sen-
tence from a court in Texas.

Cecil Hurley, 20, Pike County,
pleaded guilty to transporting a
stolen car from Grundy, Va., to

ford remarked that he had a
long record of stealing autos,
Hurley said, ‘‘Sometimes I'm
out hitchhiking and when I can’t
get a ride, I just take one.”

Pike County. When Judge Swin-|’

S S N — St — 208 W e LY
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Birmingham, AL Post-Herald - 13 Feb 1965. Lexington, KY Herald-Leader - 24 Jan 1968




The Winchester, KY Sun - 31 Mar 1980

If these were the many crimes he was caught
doing, you have to wonder about all the crimes he
got away with. In each of these stories, he seems
to be living somewhere else and never where he
committed previous crime.

It was never thought that he married. However, |
found a Louisville, Jefferson County, KY Marriage
Index record, dated February 1, 1974 for 47 year
old Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr and 26 year old
Judy Stidham. He stated he was a cook and never
married.

The marriage lasted a year, with a divorce
registered March 24, 1975. Likely, Judy found out
more about Roscoe than she was comfortable
knowing.

Police jail
three men

Three men were arrested Saturday
following an alleged attempt to obtain
property with forged checks at Sound
Experience, 1210 W. Lexington Ave.

Arrested were Earl Holiman, 31,
Pilot View, on charges of receiving
stolen property; Casper Holiman, 29,
Combs Ferry Road, on charges of
criminal possession of a forged instru-
ment, and Roscoe F. Baldwin, 53,
Louisville, on charges of criminal pos-
session of a forged instrument.

Winchester police made the arrests
with the assistance of the Clark County
Sheriff’s Office. Two stereos valued at
$400 were recovered.

Police said Baldwin 1s wanted in
four other counties on a variety of
charges, including 12 counts of theft by
deception.

Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr died July 5, 1989 at a nursing home in Hanover, IN.
Hanover is small town on the Ohio River not far from Louisville, KY. He died of lung
cancer - possibly due to smoking all those “one pack a day” cigarettes provided free at

the federal prisons.

The informant on Roscoe’s death certificate was Ronnie Baldwin, a 1st cousin from
Ironton, OH. Ronnie made sure Roscoe Jr was brought back to Kitts Hill, north of
Ironton, and laid to rest at the Mamre Cemetery - the Baldwin family cemetery.



Appendix 2
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15 Scpierber 1945

¥e S, Civil Servies Sowmission
Vashingbon 25, D, €, -

Gentlomons

Recoiph is ackuowledzed of your lstter, File X3P:B, of & Septerber 1945,
ceturned hovewith, requesting a statement of service of Ropeca Baldwing
" Chief Siorekeeper, U, S. Novy, Reotired, .

The following is g statensnt of Baldvin's enlisted loval servies:

& Jon 1901
Jan 1019

13 Nov 1922

14 Wov 1922
1 Jun 1924
16 Aug 1926

17 bug 1926
15 fug 1930

16 fug 1930

16 fug 1934
16 ¥ay 1935

1 Hov 1939

19 Aug 1940

1 Bec 1942
24 Jun 1944
- & Bpr 1945

Bora a% Ironbon, Ohio
Imlisted in the U, S, Navy as Apprentice Seamman at Londsvilley
Rentucky, :

" Rated Scaman pocond c¢lass,

Rated Stovekeeper thivd class.

Ruted Stovekeeper second elass,

Discharged as Storckeeper second class from the USS HURON

with an Honordble Discharge, ;

Reenlistod ss Storekeeper second class on board bhe USS HURCH.
Rated Storeleeper fivsht elass,

Digcharged as Storekecpsr firsh cless from the USS SINCLAIR
with en Honorable Discharge.

Reenligted no Storchkesper firet class on besed the USS STHCLAIR,
Discharged as Storskeeper first class fron the Navel Training
Statien, Great Inkes, Illinole, with an Honorsble Discharge,
Tiwenlisted an Storokeeper Divat class at the lUaval Trainiag
Station, Crect Lokes, Illinois,

Exbtended enlistment for thvee years,

Tronsferred to the Flect Rescrve and velsased from
nfwoyr sixtecn years of honoroble gervies,

Placed on the retived list of the U. 8, Navy os Stovekeoper
first elaga, '

Beported for active duby

Rated (hief Storekeeper (AA).

Rated Chisf Storekeseper (PA).

Released fvem acbive duty,

active duty

By direction of Chief of Naval Personnsls:

Bnel

Sinceraly yours,

3, 1, FORD
Licwtenant {Jg), USHR
Regords Divicion
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