
The Three Wives of Roscoe Baldwin 
Roscoe Baldwin Sr (the author’s paternal uncle) apparently could not wait to join the 
US Navy in early 1919, just days after his 18th birthday. Following his Jan 29, 1919 
enlistment, he would spend the next 25 years in and out of, but, mostly in, the US 
Navy, finally fully retiring in 1945 as a Chief Petty Officer - the highest enlisted US Navy 
rank at that time. 


Trying to build and maintain a family while being fully owned and managed by the US 
Navy proved to be a challenge for Roscoe. Based on my research, Roscoe went 
through three distinct periods in his life, periods that I named after his wives: Fleta 
Period, Helen J Period, and Helen M Period. In this retrospective, with newly 
discovered documents and insights, we will chronologically examine each of Roscoe 
Baldwin’s three lives, fully restore his memory and the memories of his wives.


NOTE: I requested and received a complete US Navy Service Record for Roscoe 
Baldwin. This comprehensive set of documents provided extensive details and 
chronology for Roscoe’s life between 1919 and 1945.


Principals


Roscoe (no middle name) Baldwin Sr

BIRTH 27 JAN 1901 • Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, Ohio

DEATH 13 MAY 1969 • Daytona Beach, Volusia, Florida


	 Married: 1924


Fleta Ursala Gifford

BIRTH 18 NOV 1904 • Cedar Rapids, Linn County, Iowa

DEATH 15 JUL 1974 • Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California


	 Married: 1929


Helen Jewell Thomas

BIRTH 11 JUN 1911 • Ridge, Carroll County, Missouri

DEATH 27 JUNE 1982 • Carrollton, Carroll, Missouri


	 Married: 1937


Helen Marie Lewis

BIRTH 13 MAY 1914 • Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, Ohio

DEATH 26 JUN 1968 • Gainesville, Alachua, Florida




Fleta Ursula Gifford Period - 1919-1929 
Ship and Shore Duty Stations, and Residences:


1919, 1920 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL

1921, 1922, 1923 - USS Huron, Philippines, China

1924 - USS Newport News, San Francisco

1924, 1925 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL

1926, 1927, 1928, 1929 - USS Sinclair, Bremerton (with Fleta), WA

1929 - USS Farenholt - San Diego, CA

1929 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL


Roscoe was born January 27, 1901 in Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, OH to William and 
Delcia Baldwin. He was their second child. He did not have a middle name.


Record of births, Lawrence County, OH 

He enlisted in the US Navy January 29, 1919, using the birth date of January 8, 1901.


US Civil Service, 1945 

On the majority of his Navy service records, Roscoe claimed his birthdate was January 
8, 1901. Why, is unknown; perhaps because he enlisted on Jan 29, 1919 - when he had 
just turned 18, just to make sure he was a qualified enlistee.


Roscoe’s training at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center, north of Chicago, IL, lead 
him (and, possibly related to his smaller stature - 5’7”, 125lbs) in 1920 to select to 
become a Storekeeper (SK Rating). In this rating classification he would remain for his 
entire Navy Service. 


SK Third Class - Feb 1920

SK Second Class - Oct 1922

SK First Class - Jun 1924

Chief Petty Officer Storekeeper - Dec 1942


What is a Navy Storekeeper you might ask:


DUTIES: Receives, stores and issues equipment, supplies, material, or tools. Procures supplies, and 
checks incoming items against orders. Fills requisitions for stock. Takes inventories. Maintains records, 
including vouchers, invoices, stock cards, and requisition forms. Operates typewriter and office 



machines. May sell merchandise in Ship's Service Stores. Handles disbursing and fiscal accounting 
under supervision of Supply Officer.


EQUIPMENT USED: Record keeping equipment, ledgers, files, invoices, public vouchers, stock cards, 
requisitions, storage and stock room facilities, packaging and shipping facilities.


TYPES OF BILLETS: Most ships and all except the smallest shore stations.


In mid 1921, Roscoe was assigned to the U.S.S. Huron (DD-CA9 - flagship of the 
United States Asiatic fleet). He would remain onboard the Huron for about two years. 
This would be his only actual sailing ship duty experience. For the rest of his career, he 
would serve either on shore or on docked ships. However, during this tour the USS 
Huron sailed to Asia, including Philippines and China. 


One of Roscoe’s service records show he took leave, noted as “Peking Leave”, 
7/18/1923 to 7/23/1923. Interestingly, I found a photo entitled: “Group of the ship's 
crew members stop off at Tientsin, China, while traveling by rail to Peking, 18 July 
1923. Collection of Henry J. Poy. U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command 
Photograph.”


I can’t be sure, but was a 21 year old Roscoe Baldwin the 4th from the right (carrying a 
bottle) among this group of sailors? Surely he was in the group.




Roscoe was relieved from USS Huron duty in late 1923 and, by early 1924, transferred 
on station at the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL. Which brings us to Fleta Ursala 
Gifford.


Fleta Ursala Gifford was born 1904 in Linn County, Iowa. She did not live there long, as 
her parents moved the family to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin in 1905. There, she grew up, 
mostly without a mother, who died in 1910 from a typhoid fever infection. 


Lake Geneva was and is a popular Wisconsin resort destination. It is a mere 25 miles 
from the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL. For Roscoe Baldwin, it’s quite likely 
that he frequented the Lake Geneva area, perhaps attending some of the many dances 
that were held there. In fact, Roscoe and Fleta could very well have met at Lake 
Geneva sometime in the first half of 1924.


Roscoe Baldwin and Fleta Gifford married 
December 23, 1924 in Waukegan, IL - near the 
Naval Training Center, where Roscoe was 
stationed. 


On Roscoe’s Navy Beneficiary Form, it can be 
seen that Roscoe took leave on Dec. 22, 1924, 
married Dec. 23, and returned on Dec. 28. On 
January 23, 1925, he changed his beneficiary 
from his mother to his new wife, Fleta Baldwin.


They lived first at 522 Hickory St, then 414 Oak St 
in Waukegan (now a city park). Roscoe and Fleta 
had a daughter Marion Delcia Baldwin on Aug 4, 1925 (about 8 months after they 
married). Marion was named after Fleta’s mother. Marion’s middle name, Delcia, was a 
tribute to Roscoe’s mother. We will return to Marion Delcia Baldwin in a few moments.


	 	 	 


	 	 	 


	 	 Waukegan News-Sun, Aug 4, 1925




All seemed to be going well in the Baldwin household until April, 1926. On April 30, 
Roscoe was arrested on assault charges - accused of striking Fleta and taking her 
wristwatch. The charges were dropped five days later.


Waukegan News-Sun, May 1, 1926 Waukegan News-Sun, May 5, 1926 

Then, on July 19, 1926, Roscoe and another fellow were 
arrested for being drunk and disorderly - found with moonshine 
and wine. Fleta reported to police that liquor was being sold at 
the boarding house where she and Roscoe and Marion lived. 
She reported that Roscoe was drunk, and behind locked doors. 
Roscoe was fined $25 in police court.


	 	 	 	 Waukegan News-Sun, July 19, 1926	 


Recall that at this time in US history, Prohibition was the law of 
the land (1920-1933). Possession and consumption of alcohol 
was a serious crime. This arrest was a problem for Fleta and 
the Navy. I imagine that by this time Fleta was starting to have 
second thoughts about her life choice with Roscoe. And, as far 
as the Navy goes, his superiors must have known about 
Roscoe’s multiple run-ins with civilian authorities. Their 
trepidation may have triggered a proximity change for Roscoe, 
removing him from Waukegan and the public eye. 


On July 22, 1926, Roscoe was transferred from the Great Lakes 
Training Center to the destroyer USS Sinclair (DD-275) then 
docked in Bremerton, WA, assigned to the ship’s Commissary 
Store.




As can be seen, these orders included 
provision to transport Fleta and infant Marion 
Baldwin to Bremerton, WA. In August, 1926, 
while onboard the USS Sinclair, Roscoe was 
given an Honorable Discharge and reenlisted 
for another four years of US Navy service.


The USS Sinclair apparently relocated to San 
Diego, CA in late August or early September, 
1926. This, because a news article shows that 
Fleta and infant Marion arrived in San Diego, via 
train, from Washington State. At this time, Fleta 
was about four months pregnant with a second 
child.


	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 The San Diego Sun - 8 Sep 1926 

On January 9, 1927 Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr was born in San Diego, CA.


The Lake Geneva Regional News - 24 Feb 1927 

The birth of Roscoe Fredrick was not enough to keep Roscoe and Fleta together. By 
April, 1927, a divorce suit was filed by Roscoe, alleging “misconduct” on the part of 
Fleta and asking for custody of 18 month old Marion and 2 month old Roscoe Fredrick. 
The divorce would not be finalised until January, 1929.




The San Diego Sun - 4 April 1927 The San Diego Sun - 1 Jan 1929 

What exactly happened between Roscoe and Fleta to cause a divorce shortly after the 
birth of their son is unknown. We know, however, that Fleta was licensed in San Pedro, 
CA, under her maiden name, to marry Norman Edward Sweeney in October, 1929. 

The San Diego Sun - 16 Oct 1929 

Might Fleta Ursula Gifford-Baldwin and Norman Edward Sweeney (also a US Navy 
sailor at that time) have had an affair that Roscoe found out about?


What happened to their two children during this family upheaval? Based on the divorce 
suit filing and final decree, it’s assumed that Roscoe was granted custody of the 
children. We know, based on the 1930 Federal Census, that son, Roscoe Fredrick 
Baldwin Jr, was sent to Ironton, OH to live with his grandparents, William and Delcia 
Baldwin. It’s likely that, at least for a short time, daughter, Marion Delcia Baldwin, also 
was living in Ironton. [NOTE: A summary of the lives of Marion and Roscoe Fredrick 
Baldwin Jr is in Appendix 1 of this story.]




Before we explore the next phase of Roscoe’s life in which he marries a 17 year old, 
let’s take a quick side-track to see what happened to Fleta and Norman Sweeney.


We know Fleta (now using the nickname “Marion”), within months of divorcing Roscoe, 
married Norman Edward Sweeney in San Diego, CA, October, 1929. 


Norman Edward Sweeney

BIRTH 9 MAY 1903 • Snohomish County, Washington

DEATH 28 MAR 1962 • Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California


Norman Sweeney was an interesting fellow. He seems to have 
been drawn to a service of seamanship from an early age. At 19 
he, as an apprentice mariner, was issued a Seaman's Protection 
Certificate Seattle, WA. These certificates, now obsolete, were 
first issued to American sailors to prevent them from being 
impressed into service by British warships. Norman joined the 
US Navy in 1922 and served for six years, being discharged in 
San Diego, CA.


In 1934 we see that he was an officer 
onboard a US steamer, visiting his family in 
Everett, WA.


The Everett Daily Herald, August 25, 1934 

Returning to our story, the Sweeney’s, in the 1930 Federal Census, were residing in 
San Diego - Fleta a housewife and Norman a taxicab driver. No one else was in the 
household, i.e., Marion or Roscoe Jr.


In 1932, the Sweeney’s were living in Los Angeles, where they registered as 
Democrats. In 1935, Norman and Fleta had relocated to the Port Arthur/Beaumont/
Galveston, TX area. Norman’s occupation was shown to be “Mariner”. The Sweeney’s 
continued to live in and around Port Arthur/Beaumont/Galveston, TX until the late 
1940’s.


In the spring of 1941, according to a Social 
Security record, Marion Delcia Baldwin 
changed her name to Marion Delcia 
Sweeney. It’s assumed that at that time 
Marion (age 15)  moved in with her mother 
and step-father, Norman E Sweeney, in 
Galveston, TX.


U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index 



Marion (now Sweeney) lived with Fleta and Norman Sweeney in Galveston until her 
1945 marriage to Ernest Fontaine. (More on Marion in Appendix 1.)


Norman and Fleta Sweeney moved to Los Angeles about 1951/1952, probably 
because her daughter, Marion Fontaine (and husband, Ernest and their daughter, Joan) 
were also living in Los Angeles. In fact, based on residence records, they may all have 
moved together at the same time. 


Norman and Fleta Sweeney remained married for 33 years, until Norman’s death in 
1962. To best of my knowledge, they had no children of their own.


Helen Jewell Thomas Period - 1929-1935 
Ship and Shore Duty Stations, and Residences:


1929 - USS Farenholt - San Diego, CA

1929, 1930, 1931 - Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL

1932 - USS West Virginia, Long Beach, CA

1932 - USS Oklahoma, Long Beach, CA

1932, 1933 - USS Argonne, Long Beach, CA

1933 - USS Antares, Long Beach, CA

1933, 1934 - USS Argonne, Long Beach, CA

1934 - USS Algorma, Long Beach, CA

1934 - USS Utah, Long Beach, CA

1934-1935 - USS Argonne, Long Beach, CA

1935 - San Diego - Placed on Naval Reserve Status


Following the finalised January, 1929 divorce Roscoe Baldwin Sr transferred June 1, 
1929 from the USS Sinclair to the USS Farenholt, then docked in San Diego. Again, we 
don’t know exactly what happened to his daughter, Marion or son, Roscoe Jr during 
this time. Though, it seems likely they both were sent to live with Roscoe’s parents in 
Ironton, OH. 


This is where we see a strange turn of events. On September 13, 1929 Roscoe Baldwin  
Sr married Helen Jewell Thomas at Marceline, Linn County, MO. She was 17, requiring 
permission from her mother, Della Thomas, which was granted. Roscoe was 28.


How these two met is a mystery. Was Helen Thomas a mail-order bride? Did they meet 
through a mutual acquaintance? Did the Navy have some sort of program to match 
sailors with potential wives and/or mothers of sailor’s children?


What we do know is that Helen and Roscoe married at Marceline, MO - one county 
north of her family home in Carrollton, MO. By doing this, was her mother, Della, and 
father, Harry C Thomas, trying to avoid public scrutiny of their underage daughter 
marrying a Navy sailor and moving to San Diego, CA? There appears to have been no 
courtship between Roscoe and Helen.




Missouri State Archives: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WT-
HGPB?view=fullText 

The Marceline News and the Bucklin Herald - 13 Sep 1929 

By October, 1929, Roscoe had changed the Navy Beneficiary statement to include 
Helen Jewell Thomas-Baldwin. Here we see confirmation that Roscoe’s two children 
were living in Ironton, OH.


Then, in November, 1929, Roscoe was transferred from San Diego back to the Great 
Lakes Training Center, near Waukegan and North Chicago, IL.


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WT-HGPB?view=fullText
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89WT-HGPB?view=fullText


The April, 1930 Federal Census reported 
Roscoe, Helen Jewell Baldwin, and 
daughter, Marion Delcia Baldwin living at 
1702 Sheridan Rd, North Chicago, IL.


By August, 1930, Roscoe, Helen, and daughter, 
Marion Delcia Baldwin were living at 811 Adams 
St, Waukegan, IL. Here, we see that Roscoe 
Baldwin Jr continued to live in Ironton, OH.


In February, 1931 18 year old Helen Jewell 
Baldwin was involved in a car crash.


Waukegan News-Sun, Feb 26, 1931 



In December, 1931, Store Keeper 1st Class (SK1c) Roscoe Baldwin Sr was arrested for 
drunken driving and paid a hefty $100 fine to avoid spending 90 days in jail. For this 
violation, Roscoe lost permission from the Navy to own or operate a motor vehicle.


Waukegan News-Sun - 15 Dec 1931 

Recall in 1926, when Roscoe got into legal troubles with local civilian authorities, he 
was transferred from the Great Lakes Training Center to the USS Sinclair in Bremerton, 
WA. Once again, following this drunk driving incident, Roscoe was transferred. This 
time assigned to the USS West Virginia in Long Beach, CA.


Roscoe and Helen Jewell Baldwin would reside in the Long Beach, CA (Los Angeles) 
area for the next three years. During their Los Angeles residency, Helen visited her 
parents in Carrollton, MO in 1932 and 1933.  



The Carrolton Republican-Record - 19 Aug 1932 and 16 June 1933 

Between 1932 and 1935, Roscoe as a Storekeeper 1st Class, was transferred from one 
docked ship to another; USS West Virginia, USS Oklahoma, USS Argonne, USS 
Antares, USS Algorma, USS Utah. In January, 1935, Roscoe, age 34, had completed 
16 years of Navy service. He was discharged to the Fleet Naval Reserve May, 1935 and 
returned to Ironton, OH - apparently, without Helen Jewell Thomas-Baldwin. I found no 
evidence that Roscoe and Helen Jewell Thomas-Baldwin had any children of their own 
in six years of marriage.


There’s no record yet found to indicate that Roscoe and Helen Jewell Thomas formally 
divorced in the spring 1935. All we know is that by the summer of 1935 a 34 year old 
Roscoe was a resident of Ironton, working as an attendant at his father’s gas station in 
Ironton. And, Helen was 24 and living in Carrollton, MO. With her parents. Did Roscoe 
simply drop Helen off in Carrollton on his way back to Ironton? Did Roscoe abandon 
her in Long Beach leaving her to make her way back home? Was the marriage 
conveniently forgotten? And, what happened to Marion Delcia Baldwin during this 
relocation process? These are good questions with no ready answers.


Helen went on with her life after Roscoe Baldwin Sr. In July, 1936, Helen was a guest at 
a fish fry in Carrolton.


Carrollton Daily Democrat - 22 Jul 1936 

Please take note that Helen is “Miss Helen Thomas” in attendance with Richard Staton 
and his sons. In May, 1937, Helen was again with Richard Staton and his sons.


	 The Carrollton Democrat - 21 May 1937 



Richard L Staton (1907-1975) was first married to Virginia L Merrell (1910-1932) in1926 
and had two children; Richard Merrell Staton (1927-2019) and Jimmie Joe Staton 
(1928-2013). Tragedy struck the Richard Staton family when Virginia died suddenly in 
February, 1932 from food poisoning. Thus, similar to the situation with Roscoe 
Baldwin, Richard Staton was needing a mother for his infant sons.


Richard and Helen married July 13, 1937. 
It’s interesting to note that they married 
outside of Carrollton and then announced 
the wedding four days later.


They remained married until Richard’s death 
in 1975. Helen became the step mother of 
his sons. Richard and Helen had no children 
of their own. She lived out the rest of her life 
in Carrollton, MO. Helen Jewell Thomas-
Baldwin-Staton died there in 1982.


The Republican-Record (Carrollton, Missouri) 
· Fri, 23 Jul 1937 

As for Roscoe Baldwin Sr, he married one more time. Let’s see what happened during 
the Helen Marie Lewis Period. 



Helen Marie Lewis Period - 1937-1969 


We lose track of Roscoe Baldwin Sr between the summer of 1935 and summer of 
1937. Presumably, he remained in the Ironton, OH area. In this period he met Helen 
Marie Lewis. She, age 23, single, and Roscoe, age 36, divorced, married in Greenup, 
KY on August 4, 1937.


Kentucky County Court (Greenup County): https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-C91S-YQBB-B?view=fullText 



We see on the document that Roscoe stated he was divorced. Was he referring to 
being divorced from Fleta Ursala Gifford or Helen Jewell Thomas, or both. Also, it’s 
very interesting to note that the following written request was added: “Please do not 
Publish”. I looked through a sample of these Greenup, KY marriage documents and did 
not find this request on other documents. Was Roscoe concerned about news of his 
marriage reaching Fleta and/or Helen?


By 1940, Roscoe and Helen were living in the Kitts Hill area just north of Ironton, OH. 
The 1940 Federal Census shows them living alone - no other members of the 
household; i.e., Marion Delcia Baldwin and Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr.


In October, 1939, following a physical examination, Roscoe was placed on the Navy 
Retired list. Then, the following year, as WW2 buildup was developing, Roscoe Baldwin 
Sr was reactivated to Active Duty August 19, 1940. He was stationed again at the 
Great Lakes Training Center as a Chief Petty Officer Storekeeper. The records for this 
part of Roscoe’s Navy career are somewhat sparse, likely due to the war effort. 
However, it’s assumed that Roscoe and Helen Marie Lewis-Baldwin lived nearby his 
duty station.


After Roscoe’s release from Active Duty, April 4, 1945, he and Helen moved back to 
Ironton, OH. On July 5, 1946 their daughter, Yvonne Carol Baldwin was born in Ironton. 
They continued to live in the Ironton area until August, 1956, when the moved to 
Clermont, FL, a suburb of Orlando.


Roscoe died at Daytona Beach, Fl, May 1969 at the age of 68. Helen Marie Lewis-
Baldwin died at Gainesville, Fl, June, 1968 at the age of 54.


Yvonne married twice; 1st to Raymond E Matz (1947-2010), two sons - both Navy 
veterans. 2nd to Robert Lowell Clements Jr, one son. Robert and Yvonne live in Florida. 



Appendix 1

The children of Roscoe Baldwin Sr and Fleta Ursala Gifford


Marion Delcia Baldwin-Sweeney

BIRTH 3 AUG 1925 • Waukegan, Lake, Illinois

DEATH 30 APR 2003 • Artesia, Los Angeles, California


Roscoe Frederick "Bud" Baldwin Jr

BIRTH 9 JAN 1927 • San Diego County, California

DEATH 5 JUL 1989 • Hanover, Jefferson, Indiana


The tragedies sometimes of stories involving divorce and relocations are the life-long 
effects on children, especially young children. Here, we have a contrast of these effects 
with one child, Marion, leading a successful and full life and the other child, Roscoe Jr, 
basically leading a life of crime.


Marion Delcia Baldwin-Sweeney 
When we last discussed Marion Delcia Baldwin we learned that she had relocated To 
Galveston, TX, probably around the time of her father’s return to Navy service, about 
August, 1940. And, we learned that she legally changed her name from Marion Delcia 
Baldwin to Marion Delcia Sweeney in May, 1941. She was 15.


In October, 1945 Marion 
married Ernest Francis 
Fontaine (1925-1993) in 
Galveston, TX.


Ernest Fontaine, surprise, 
surprise, was another Navy 
veteran: enlisted Mar, 1943, 
discharged Mar 1947; Rank: 
SeA1C, TM2; Torpedo Man - 
This rating was associated 
with personnel responsible 
for handling and maintaining 
torpedoes and underwater 
ordinance. He mostly served 
on the USS O’Reilly.


St. Mary's Cathedral (Galveston, Texas): https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSXY-K5FS?view=fullText  



By 1947, Ernest and Marion Fontaine were living in Newport, Rhode Island, where 
Ernest was attending pharmacy school. While in Newport, Marion gave birth to Joan 
Marie Fontaine (1947-2000). She would be their only child. The Fontaines returned to 
Galveston, TX, presumably, after Ernest graduated from school about 1950. They then 
relocated (probably along with her mother, Fleta, and step father Norman Sweeney) to 
Los Angeles about 1951/1952. There, they lived out their lives. Ernest died in 1993 and 
Marion died in 2003.


Roscoe Frederick "Bud" Baldwin Jr 

Recall that Roscoe Baldwin Jr was sent as an infant to live with his aging grandparents 
in Ironton, OH. They, I’m sure did their best to provide him a good home. My 
observation is that he was never in the home of his biological parents, never in a home 
with his father. This situation took a toll on Roscoe Jr. By the time he was a teenager he 
had been sent to the Boys Industrial School in Fairfield County, OH. There, he would 
“escape” the day after his 18th birthday, in early 1945. And, from that point on he 
began a life of crime.


The physical presence of Roscoe Baldwin Jr must have been impressive. He stood 6’ 
6” tall and, by some reports, weighed in the 300 lbs range. He was a physical presence 
to behold. And, reading newspaper accounts about him (some included here), it would 
seem he was gentle giant, not a violent sort at all. But, make no mistake. He was a 
chronic, repeat criminal. His crime specialities seem have been theft, particularly car 
theft, and forgeries. His Rap Sheet was long and contained numerous citations, arrests, 
convictions, and incarcerations in multiple states. In this regard, here are a select few 
documents and news articles.


We will start with a key document; Draft Registration, 
dated January 9, 1945 - Roscoe Baldwin Jr’s 18th 
birthday. Here we see his Place of Residence as Kitts 
Hill, OH, home of his grandparents. His height was 6’ 
5 1/2” and weight 195.


https://duckduckgo.com/?q=citations+definition&ia=definition
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=arrests+definition&ia=definition
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=convictions+definition&ia=definition
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=incarcerations+definition&ia=definition


We see that he thought he was born in Los Angeles, CA, which is not correct. He was 
born in San Diego. He was being registered by a Special Panel for Lawrence County, 
OH. So, his draft registration jurisdiction was his home county.


Lancaster Eagle-Gazette - 10 Jan 1945 

The very next day, he left the Boys Industrial School (B.I.S.). 
The article got his age wrong and his home wrong. But, by 
1950, in the Federal Census, Roscoe was in Chicago, 
working as a cook, so maybe the article was somewhat 
correct. The census also indicated that he was married. 
There’s no evidence to suggest that was true.


The next scrape with police was March, 1957 when Roscoe 
Baldwin Jr was arrested at Collinsville, IL for car theft and 
credit card fraud. The FBI became involved when Roscoe 
was found to have transported a 1955 Cadillac across the 
state line. He stated that he was on parole from an Ohio 
penitentiary after serving five years (abt. 1952 - 1957).


Roscoe also reported he was from Columbus, OH and 
formerly lived in East St. Louis, MO. 


	 The Belleville News-Democrat - 30 Mar 1957 

One distinguishing characteristic I found reading these 
criminal exploits is that Roscoe seems always to openly 
admit guilt and fully confess, and in a friendly manner. The 
next article demonstrates this tendency.  



The next arresting article is from Shreveport, LA, 
February, 1961, and found 35 year old Roscoe 
Baldwin Jr. glad to be caught stealing a car in 
Kentucky. Here he stated he was from Los Angeles, 
where he was a carnival barker. Roscoe was looking 
forward to heading back to prison - hopefully for at 
least five years. He stated he was strictly a “federal 
prison man.”


	 The Shreveport Journal - 2 Feb 1961 

Roscoe received a hoped for four year prison 
sentence at the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
KS. However, in 1962, he escaped, was quickly 
captured, indicted, and served extra time for 
escaping.


The Kansas City Star - 14 Jun 1963 

This prison escape story was so intriguing that it 
landed on the front page of the St. Joseph, MO 
News-Press in September, 1963. I’ve included it in full 
on the next page. It’s worth a read. 



St. Joseph News-Press (St. Joseph, Missouri) · Thu, 5 Sep 1963  



The crime list goes on and on.


Birmingham, AL Post-Herald - 13 Feb 1965.    Lexington, KY Herald-Leader - 24 Jan 1968 



The Winchester, KY Sun - 31 Mar 1980 

If these were the many crimes he was caught 
doing, you have to wonder about all the crimes he 
got away with. In each of these stories, he seems 
to be living somewhere else and never where he 
committed previous crime.


It was never thought that he married. However, I 
found a Louisville, Jefferson County, KY Marriage 
Index record, dated February 1, 1974 for 47 year 
old Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr and 26 year old 
Judy Stidham. He stated he was a cook and never 
married. 


The marriage lasted a year, with a divorce 
registered March 24, 1975. Likely, Judy found out 
more about Roscoe than she was comfortable 
knowing.


Roscoe Fredrick Baldwin Jr died July 5, 1989 at a nursing home in Hanover, IN. 
Hanover is small town on the Ohio River not far from Louisville, KY. He died of lung 
cancer - possibly due to smoking all those “one pack a day” cigarettes provided free at 
the federal prisons.


The informant on Roscoe’s death certificate was Ronnie Baldwin, a 1st cousin from 
Ironton, OH. Ronnie made sure Roscoe Jr was brought back to Kitts Hill, north of 
Ironton, and laid to rest at the Mamre Cemetery - the Baldwin family cemetery.




Appendix 2


P21.3A-0E.
24-51-6:3

15 Sepoember 190

U. S Civil Seevice Comn-s-ioa
Washington 25, D. 0

Gentlemen:

Receipt is acknowled,ed of your letter, r xL1P:B, of 6 September 1945#
returned herewIth, requesting a statement of se ice of ROPC00 Daldwinl
Chief Storekeeper, U. S. Na p Retired.

The following ls a statement of Baldwin's onlised loyal service:

G Jan 1901 Born at Ironton, Ohio
29 Jan 1919 Enlisted in the U. S Na as Apprentice aman at Louisville,

Kentucty
8 Tan 3.920 Rated Seaman second class.
16 Feb 19P0 Rated Stoeekeeper t class.
1 Oct 1922 Rated ftorekeerer second class.

13 Nov 1922 Discharged as Storeieeper second class from the USS OU
with an Honorable Discharge.

Nov 1922 Reel 'sted as Storekeeper second class on board the USS HURON
1 a 19 Rated Storekeeper first class.

16 Aug 1926 Discharged as Storekeeper first clase from the USE SINCLAIR
with an Honorable Discharge.

17 Aug 1926 Reenlisted as Storekeeper first class on board the MS SINCLAIR
15 Aug 1930 Discharged as Storekeeper first class from the Naval Training

Station, Great Lakes, Illinois, nith an Honorable Discharcs.
16 Aug 1930 nee isted ao Storatepor first class at the Paval Training

Station, Croat Lakes, 1114 oie.
16 Aug 1934 Extanded enlistment for three years
16 May 1935 Trends ed to the Fleet Reserve and released from active duty

efuor si teen years of honorable service.
1 Nov 1939 Placed on the retired list of the U. 5 Navy ac Storeheoper

firqt c1av7.
19 Aug 1940 Reported for active duty
1 Dec 19 Rated Chief Storeteeper AA).
24 Jun 19 Rated Chief Storekeeper PA .
4 Apr 1945 Released from active duty.
By direction of Chief of Zaval Personnel:

Dna

arely yours,

M. FORD
laeutenant jg
Records Division
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