Lots 188 and 189 of McGee’s Addition
Toeneboehn Real Estate Speculation in Early Kansas City, MO - 1857-1859

Principals

Elijah Milton “Milt” McGee (1819-1873)

Christian Wilhelm Leopold Tonebohn
BIRTH 20 MAY 1809 -« Tundern, Hameln-Pyrmont, Lower Saxony, Germany
DEATH ABT. 2 MAY 1860 « St Louis, Missouri

Married: Abt. 1836

Caroline Louise Loges
BIRTH 17 MAR 1815 « Hamburg, Germany
DEATH 31 JUL 1896 - St Louis, Missouri

Introduction

According to Tonebohn/Toeneboehn Family Legend: Christian Tonebohn and his wife,
Caroline (the author’s 2nd maternal grandparents), and 6 children immigrated to
America from Germany in 1854, landing in New Orleans, LA. They traveled from New
Orleans to Minnesota to join a wagon train. The wagon train, passing through lowa,
was ambushed by Indians and members of the family were killed. Part of the family
traveled on to Minnesota and part remained in lowa, settling in Buchanan County.

In Oct. 1856 the Tonebohn’s moved from Independence, Buchanan County, lowa to St
Louis - leaving daughters: Amelia Tonebohn and her new husband, Daniel Maytag and
Hannah Tonebohn and her new husband, Edward Gerelt in lowa. They settled on, what
was then rural farm land, southwest of Saint Louis, MO, now defined as Tennessee
Ave, between Miami St. and Winnebago St.

Meanwhile, in 1857, in what was then called Kansas, MO (aka Kansas City, MO), Elijah
Milton McGee “... predicted that the fledgling settlement of the Town of Kansas would
flower into one of the most enterprising settlements of the Midwest. In 1857, he platted
a subdivision south of the city known today as “McGee’s Addition” to encourage
people to travel south to his newly-built hotel at 16th and Grand Ave. This hotel,
commonly referred to as Planter’s, Farmer’s Exchange, and most commonly McGee’s
Hotel, became a landmark during the Border Wars and the headquarters of many pro-
slavery men who commonly stormed into Kansas Territory.”
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Who was Elijah Milton “Milt” McGee? Again, from the above referenced Blog:

“Rambunctious. Self-driven. Passionate. Enterprising. Pro-slavery. These are just a
selection of words that could be easily used to describe the temperaments of the
McGee boys, sons of James H. McGee and his wife, Eleanor, that were present when
the City of Kansas was yet established and were instrumental in various ways in the
growth of a city.”

Milt McGee was the 4th son of James and Eleanor INTERESTING TO IMMIGRANTS!!
McGee. He apparently struck gold in California, \ i —_
returned to the Kansas City area and bought 240
acres of prime land located in what is now the heart
of the city.
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Portion of Lot 189 in Block 13 (50’ X 132’) or, as defined in the Deed:
East Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 5 in Township 49 and Range 33.

Earth Coordinates: 39°06'00.1"N 94°34'49.7"W

LOT 189
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Lot 189 purchased in 1857 is now in the heart of Kansas City, MO. Ross St. became 11th St.
and Court St. became 12th St.



Christian and Caroline Tonebohn sold their portion of Lot 189 the following spring, Mar.
1858, to John E Strodman for $1800. That’s $167,000 in modern dollars - a 360%
increase in value in a 10 months.

John Strodman turned a profit the same day by selling Lot 189 again - this time for
$1900. This time the lot sold to Henry and Mary Grosskopf. The Grosskopf ’s moved on
Lot 189 as well, selling to a fellow named Thomas Lockridge. In fact, there are
numerous Lot 189 transactions with dates extending to 1881, when there was Quit
Claim Deed on Lot 189 that referenced the June 1857 original purchase.
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Christian and Caroline Tonebohn took out a Promissory Note to purchase Lot 188 and,
apparently, purchase more of Lot 189 in Nov. 1857. This time it appears that there was
promise to pay with 76 days of the signing of this document, no money exchanged.
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In the spring of 1859, there was legal
action taken to foreclose on Lot 189. The
details were published in local
newspapers for several months.

Here, we see that the plaintiff was the
Grosskopf’s. Again, it was stated that the
Tonebohn’s could not be summoned. The
Grosskopf’s were suing for failure to pay a
Promissory Note of $400 (plus interest)
with a one year term.

KANSAS CITY JOURNAL, MAR. 1859

The Tonebohn’s Lot 189 was foreclosed
on in Dec. 1859 via Sheriff’'s Sale.
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Summary, Questions and Comments:

In June, 1857, pioneering immigrants, Christian and Caroline Tonebohn, purchased a
residential lot in the speculative McGee’s Addition in, what was then, the town of
Kansas, Missouri. The lot, then Missouri prairie, is now situated in the heart of
downtown Kansas City, MO.

This is a significant discovery for Toeneboehn descendants. Christian and Caroline
Tonebohn can now be said to be early pioneers and investors in Kansas City, MO.

In order to purchase a lot in McGee’s Addition ($400-$500, initially) they had to have
had surplus funds. Were they wealthy immigrants? If so, what was the nature of the
wealth?

Were Christian and Caroline in residence at Kansas City, MO in the 1857 - 1859
timeframe? Or, were they in residence in St.Louis and simply speculating on the lots?

Were they considering building and or farming on Lot 188 and or Lot 1897

What happened to the Tonebohn’s to cause the legal actions? Was Christian’s death in
1859 or 1860 the cause?

Was the Mar., 1858 sale of the portion of Lot 189 used to purchase land in St. Louis?

None of these lots were mentioned in the 1896 will and subsequent probate
proceedings of Caroline Kontz-Tonebohn.
Perhaps Caroline never knew about the Kansas City, MO lot purchases that
included her name. Perhaps, following the death of Christian, she remarried, and
the funds from the Lot 189 sale were part of her inheritance?

The name of Tonebohn can be found spelled at least 15 different ways. It seems like it’s
spelled, even in legal documents, phonetically with no accepted and fixed spelling
preference. This anomaly makes it quite difficult to do research on this family.
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