The Curious Life of Edourd Bruno Czaska
Plus, the Unexpected Life of Elizabeth Czaska-Schnackerz

Edourd (Edward) Bruno Czaska lived a rather short yet adventurous life. In his 44 years
he, along his wife Elizabeth, traveled from the heartland of Germany to Baltimore, MD
and then westward to San Francisco, CA. Here, we will explore these travels, meet
their respective and supporting families, reveal enduring mysteries, and find that, in the
end, it was Bruno’s wife Elizabeth who lived long and prospered.

Principals

Edourd Bruno Czaska
(uncle of husband of maternal aunt of the author)

[Lnwmnr g \\ 7%%@

BIRTH 10 MAY 1875 « Chemnitz, Saxony, Germany
DEATH 24 MAR 1920 - Los Gatos, Santa Clara, California

married; between about 1904 (1st in Germany, then USA)

Elizabeth Schnackertz
BIRTH 25 NOV 1880 + Muelheim An Der Ruhr, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany
DEATH 3 MAR 1969 « Pasco County, Florida

married; Dec. 1924

Franz Peter Kissel
BIRTH 8 DEC 1888 - Freudenberg, Main-Tauber-Kreis, Baden-Wurttemberg, Germany
DEATH 11 DEC 1956 + Pasco County, Florida

Sisters of Elizabeth Schnackertz

Mary C Schnackertz
BIRTH 10 SEP 1873 « Mulheim an der Ruhr, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany
DEATH 14 OCT 1968 « Culver City, Los Angeles, California




Anna Elizabeth Schnackertz

BIRTH 29 JUN 1889 - Deutz, Cologne, North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany
DEATH 23 JAN 1961 « New Port Richey, Pasco, Florida

Introduction

Let’s begin with an intriguing mystery. In early 1906, at San Remo on the Italian coast,
perhaps at the Hotel Continental, a certain “Count” Czaska and his French actress
companion defrauded the hotel proprietor of about $1600 (~$3500 in modern value),
then fled by motorcar to Monte Carlo, where, apparently, the pair were arrested. The
story was a minor sensation through the summer of 1906, being carried in various
forms in numerous international newspapers.
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An adventurer, who described himself as
Count de Czaska, a Polish nobleman, has been
arrested by the French police on the Riviera.

He is claimed by the | icial officials of
San Remo, where he is to have obtained
S,Mhnhmmd&:vm

under false pretences. i money it i3
said that the pseudo-count bought an autocar
and swiftly motored into France. While at San
Remo Czaska went about with a French actress,
and seemed to spend a deal of money. To
the hotel-keeper he sai thudshﬁld
and diamond mine in Australia, and he a
bi{‘boxmthocshﬂm to be kept care-
fully for him. It contained, hesaid, much valu-
able stuff from his mines, but when it was
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THEY WERE NOT EMERALDS,

At the beginning of the season a Pol-
ish gentleman arrived at San Remo to
put up at the Hotel Continental. He
gave his name as Count de Czaska. and
stated that he owned emerald mines in
Australia,

The count deposited with the pro-

| prietor a heavy valise which he said

was full of precious stones. He also
subscribed £200 to the Golf Club. The
doors of San Remo were forthwith
opened to the generous count,

One day he borrowed 8,000 f. (£320)
from the proprietor, hired a motor-car,
and sped away to la belle France

[ | across the border.

The valise was opened in his ah-
gence, and M was found to contain a
heavy stone (a count cannot tell a lie),
but the stone was such as you might
pick up any day in the road. Moreover,
there were four photographs of the
count in Turkish uniform and a certl-
ficate dellvered by the French Minls-

{ ter of Foreign Affairs to Rechedi Bey

Pasha at Constantinople.

So the count, who was arrested at
Monte Carlo on the demand of the
Italian police, has evidently had an
adventurous career,

FINDS MONTE CARLO “EASY”

Swindler Defrauds Hotel Proprietors
on Pretense of Large Emerald
Mines in Australia

&pecial Cable to The Herald.

MONTE CARLO, May 20.—A man
calling himself Count Czaska has been
arrested here for defrauding hotel pro-
prietors.

He pretended to be a Polish noble-
man and owner of emerald mines in
Australia, ¥He had, among other lug.
gage, a small trunk, doubly padlocked,
of which he was careful, and which he
said contained uncut precious stones,

He was received in good society and
offered a subscription of $1000 to the
golf club, but never made aAny attempt
to pay the money..

Two days ago he borrowed $1600 from
the proprietor of the hotel where he
was staying, and, having hired a motor
car, went off to Toulon,

When the police examined his trunk
of precious stones they found it con-
tained several bricks wrapped up in
comic newspapers.

-

| « % &

LOS ANGELES HERALD
MON, 21 MAY 1906 -PAGE 7

DAILY NEWS ADVERTISER, VANCOUVER
SUN, 06 MAY 1906 -PAGE 17

How this incident finally resolved is unknown. Curiously, Edourd “Edward” Bruno
Czaska and his wife, Elizabeth arrived in New York on Oct. 30, 1906 onboard the ship,
Zeeland, sailing from Antwerp, Belgium. He declared carrying $150 (~$5500 in modern
dollars) on the ship’s manifest. His listed occupation was Baker and their declared Last
Residence was Muhlheim, Germany. Their destination was Baltimore, MD where
Edward intended to meet up with his brother, Hermann Bernhardt “Bernard” Czaska.

Was Edourd Bruno Czaska the real life personage of “Count” Czaska. Likely, we will
never know. But, the circumstantial evidence suggesting he was that gentleman
stimulates speculation. Regardless, let’s continue our journey with Edward and
Elizabeth Czaska and see what happened after they landed in Baltimore, MD.

In 1906, Edward’s brother, Bernard Czaska, lived at 1214 Cooksie St, in the Locust
Point neighbourhood of Baltimore. Locust Point, according to Wikipedia, “...once
served as a center of Baltimore's Polish-American, Irish-American and Italian-American
communities”. “Locust Point has been called ‘Baltimore's Ellis Island' because the
neighborhood was once the third largest point of entry for immigrants to the United
States after Ellis Island and the Port of Philadelphia."


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Poles_in_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Irish_in_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Italians_in_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellis_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_of_Philadelphia

1214 Cooksie Street, Locust Point, Baltimore MD, 1906

Water

l~l~°°'c

"
&
N\
&
o

o,
So,
"
sy

4
5 LOCUST POINT
&
*

) Latrobe Park

&) Fort McHenry

As can be seen above, 1214 Cooksie Street is still there and being used as a
residence. At the time, in 1906, Bernard Czaska was a machinist and worked in an
automobile repair shop. He married in 1907 to the former Cora Gerstle. Together, they



raised three children, Calvin, Margaret, and Thelma. Calvin married the author’s aunt,
Elizabeth Toeneboehn.

Returning to Edward Bruno and Elizabeth Czaska, we find that on Nov. 17, 1906
Edward and Elizabeth, a mere two weeks after arrival in the US, were issued a marriage
license. This action was likely taken so as to legitimise their marriage in the US. Edward
stated that he was divorced. Likely this was done with regard to his earlier immigration
statement that he was married, so as to avoid any accusations of bigamy.

MARRIAGE LICENSES

Issuecd By The Clerk Of The Court
Of Common Pleas.

The foliowing marriage licenses were 1s-
sued in Baltimore yesterday, the parties re-
siding in Baltimore unlessotherwisestated ;
ANDRE—DONOVAN.—Delaware C. Andre, 36,

2021 St. Paul street; Marileita Dono-

van, 31.

CZASKA—SCHNAKERDZ.—Bruno Czaska, 31,
divorced, 1214 Cooksle street : Elizabeth
Schnakerdz, 25.

- —

THE BALTIMORE SUN, NOV 17, 1906

Oddly, on May 10, 1908, yet another marriage license was issued. Why Edward and
Elizabeth needed a second license is unknown. But, | do have a theory.

MARRIAGE
Issued By THe Clerk Of The Conrt
Of Commmon FPleas.

The following marriage licenses were is-
sued in this city yesterday, the persons r=
siding In Baltimore unlessotherwisestated -
CzaSEA—ScCnNARERTZ —Edward B. (ras

ka, 33, 403 Ciub road ; Elizabeth Schnak
ertz, 27, Baltimore county.

THE BALTIMORE SUN, MAY 10, 1908



On this second marriage license, issued by the City of Baltimore, Edward and Elizabeth
report living at 403 Club Road. This home was in the Roland Park neighbourhood,
north of Baltimore proper. Then as now, this was an exclusive neighbourhood on the

campus of the Baltimore Country Club, founded in 1898. The club has hosted
numerous golf tournaments over the years.

403 Club Road, Roland Park Neighbourhood, Baltimore, MD, 1908
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403 Club Road was built in 1906. It has 4 bedrooms, 5 baths, and 4,180 sqft of living
space. It last sold for $865,000. Who was in residence at 403 Club Road in 19087? That
would be the Imperial German Consul for the State of Maryland, Mr. Carl A Luederitz.
Mr. Luederitz has his own story, not told here. However, one key fact is that he was a
senior officer with a shipping firm in Baltimore that transported goods between
Bremen, Germany and Baltimore. On return trips from Bremen, the shipping company
would transport immigrants to Baltimore.

How did recent immigrants, Edward Bruno and Elizabeth Czaska, find themselves
living in such an elegant home of the Imperial German Consul? Well, there are no direct
clues. What we do know is that Edward and Elizabeth were employed as gardener,
maid, cook, houseman, and butler with numerous families - as we will see. It could be
that the Luederitz family required Edward and Elizabeth to provide them with proof of
marriage to be employed (Butler and Cook?) at their 403 Club Road home.

Here’s a sample advertisement placed in Baltimore Sun newspaper in Oct. 1909:

With an address of 403 Club Road, this has to be Edward and Elizabeth Czaska
seeking a new position in late 19009.

| for postion; best ref,, etc. K 720, Sun office.

GERMAN COUPLE desire position together;
| country or suburb; refs, L. C., 403 Club Road.

EXPERIENCED MAN desires Position as HO-

San Francisco, CA, Pacific Heights Neighborhood, 1911

We lose track of Edward and Elizabeth after the 1909 advertisement was published
(see above) until Oct. 1911. Then, we find the following advertisement in the San
Francisco Chronicle newspaper:

| =
L PPORITTION b German man and wife as but!
| a0 1 mnnn Wife AR MTA) or AN lall

- work: Arst-cluss rveferepces. CZASKA. 2048 |

| |'.\.'-,1|u (0 pl ;

-

The address, 2038 Divisadero, was and is an apartment complex in the Pacific Heights
neighbourhood of San Francisco, CA. Why were Edward and Elizabeth in San
Francisco? Elizabeth Schnackertz had two sisters, Mary and Anna. Both had



immigrated to Baltimore; Anna in 1909 and Mary in 1910. We will get to know both of
these ladies in a coming section.

For now, we know, through her naturalisation documents, that Mary Schnackertz was a
Catholic nurse living and working in San Francisco in the 1911 to 1920 timeframe.
Thus, it’s likely that Edward and Elizabeth Czaska relocated to San Francisco because
of Elizabeth’s sister, Mary.

Chemnitz, Germany, 1912-1913

Edward and Elizabeth did not remain long in San Francisco. We know this because of a
passenger manifest which showed that Edward and Elizabeth traveled from Bremen,
Germany to Baltimore, MD, arriving Oct.10, 1913. We additionally know that they
reported being in residence at Chemnitz, Germany - original home of Edward Czaska.
Thus, it’s reasonable to assume they were in Germany approximately two years: 1912

- 1913. It’s also interesting to note that Edward declared $100 in his possession on the
ship’s manifest (~$3300 in modern dollars).

How did they get to Germany from San Francisco? Knowing the Panama Canal did not
open to shipping with an easy traverse to the Atlantic Ocean until 1914, Edward and
Elizabeth must have traveled to Germany via either New York or, more likely, Baltimore.
Their stated destination on the ship’s manifest this time was San Francisco, CA.

Indianapolis and Muncie, IN, 1914-1916

They did not arrive in San Francisco until Summer, 1916. Along the way, they stopped
for a few years in Indianapolis, IN and Muncie, IN. How do we know this? In Sep., 1918
Edward submitted an Alien Enemy Registration Affidavit in San Francisco. On it, he
listed all employment since Jan. 1, 1914.

Name afplu e, Date. Occupation. Name of employer.

or s et b dtrn dnedls i llrs. Bl ... Foun A Sochorvow of.

- Ol LfUE fmm I LseeR /5054 ;
o Gt b 6 Jancloneer . Mo b9 Wtle.
,,,,,,,, f/ jmm M C. fh 22 2 .

("100
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Why Indiana? Here’s where we meet Elizabeth Schnackertz-Czaska’s other sister, Anna
Schnackertz-Thiel. Anna married a gentleman named Paul Thiel in 1911. Paul Thiel was
a foreman for the General Concrete Construction Company in Muncie, IN. Paul and
Anna lived at 206 North Macedonia, Ave., Muncie.



Edward and Elizabeth Czaska must have been residing first in Indianapolis and then
Muncie (about 50 miles NE of Indianapolis) because of Anna and Paul Thiel. It could
be, due to Paul’s business connections, that Edward was able to secure, or at least
recommend, Edward for the listed butler and gardener positions.

| was not able to find much about the butler position with Mrs W Rackov in Indianapolis
There was a playwright named N. Rackov in Indianapolis at that time. But, it’s unknown
if they were related.

Frank Ball in Muncie was a famous person. Frank Clayton Ball (1857 — 1943) was a
cofounder (with his brother Edmund) of the Ball Manufacturing Corporation - most
notably known for Ball canning jars. Edward was his gardener for almost two years. It’s
assumed that Elizabeth was the cook/maid in the home of Frank Ball.

San Francisco, CA, 1916-1920

Finally reaching San Francisco, CA in the summer of 1916, Edward was the gardener
for Louis D Mills. Mr Mills was the Mining Engineer for the city of San Francisco.

Edward was the gardener for E. C Pringle in 1917. Mr Pringle was a wealthy and
influential San Francisco real estate investor.

There’s a pattern here with Edward and Elizabeth seeking and finding wealthy
individuals to be their employers. By my count, between 1908 and 1917, Edward and
Elizabeth were butler/houseman/gardener/cook partners for at least five wealthy and
influential individuals in at least three states.

We turn our attention now to Sep. 1918. This is when Edward and Elizabeth Czaska
filed their Alien Enemy Registration Affidavits. These documents, required of non-
naturalized German immigrants during WW1, offer more insights to their lives at that

time.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Aepartment of Justice

This document reveals
that Edward was living at
the Swartz Hotel at 62 T
Turk Street in San PTRE—
Francisco. Before that, he M/mj 7 '

stated he was living at : 6”0 @cha"/éﬁ/ = ;

hereby ve(;i:ttr_r as an alien enemy
the Fillmore Hotel at 1030 R e e s

REGISTRATION AFFIDAVIT OF ALIEN ENEMY

“Sﬁ' FRANCISCO) ¥ 2

and make the following statements B

g

Fillmore Street. Checking, e : : iend
the Fi”more Hotel was g 1. Name fﬂvaéf/fdfw/ 4;‘14. /2’“6/? a "/ﬁdﬂ _ Al other namos at any time used . £.{2 2L T}z

Mere insert any otber naim

actually located at 1037

Fillmore Street. You could 2. Presont rsdencn o4 o
3. Length of residence at the forezoing place.. f @21 -5 0 €7 LILE
rent a room there for $25 8. Longt P (7 7

4. All other places of residence since January 1, 1914 A

per month.

5. Born in {,-;‘.—..V RS 2
ive city oeflowt



As for Elizabeth Czaska, her Female Alien Enemy Registration Affidavit stated she was
living at 2264 Franklin Street in San Francisco. Why she was living separate from
Edward is a good question. Were they maritally separated or divorced?

Muited States v Amerira

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

REGISTRATION OF ALIEN FEMALES

(Under I'ry

od Apell 19, 1918.)
ve flllod out.)

CHANGE OF RESIDENCE FROM ONE REGISTRATION DISTRICT TO ANOTHER |_

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT

(o be mude by upplicant, Ses Regulations,

To i REGISTRATION OFFICER:

City or town of- 1/(177 %ﬁ 1/4"/’ 0N~ County of.
0

State f a2 /
+tfully request permissiofi to change my pumnnent place of r?sn\er’mo. on
N

Sm: [ hereby respec

__/f;(!jf’iu(‘)y AR Y‘hnm 24{7

Respec Lﬁlll_‘,

Dated . f nt /7/” LS

Art. X111, par, 2

jﬂ“/y’fvtr&o/‘f/‘ ‘

It would not seem so in that on both sets of affidavits, Edward and Elizabeth stated
separately they were requesting permission to relocate together to Upper Lake, Lake

County, CA. Both stated they were seeking
positions at Upper Lake.

Upper Lake, CA was and is a sparsely
populated unincorporated place north of San
Francisco. Travelers could take a train from
San Francisco into the Sacramento Valley and
then take a stage into Lake County via Bartlett
Springs and Upper Lake.

Bartlett Springs Resort, was a popular
destination. So, my theory is that Bartlett
Springs Resort was their intended destination
and employer. It’s not known if they actually
relocated.

-’__.._

BARTLETT SPRINGS

A mountain resort unsurpassed in
Cfaliformia, and the great Bartlett
Water to help or cure you of liver,
stomach or Kidney ajlments. Hotels;
open-air cottages with toilets; tents;
cottage rooms. Best cuisine of any
resort on the Coast, Orchestra, danc-
ing, all amusements. Hot soda mag-
nesia mineral baths; swimming; com- |
etent masseurs, Rates reasonablo
educed round-trip tickets. Good
auto roads; unsurpassed climate. No
mo-quitoes Write Bartlett %prlngs
Hotel, Bartlett Springs, Lake Co.,
Callf., for folder, etc. Come now.—Adyv,

In 1919, Edward and Elizabeth Czaska filed the paperwork in California to be
naturalised as US citizens. In the Jan. 1920 census, Edward and Elizabeth were living
in Los Gatos, Santa Clara County, CA - southwest of San Jose. Edward reported being



unemployed and Elizabeth reported being employed as a maid a private residence.
This would the last public record for Edward.

Edward Bruno Czaska died Mar. 24,
1920 in Los Gatos. He was 44 years old.
| searched unsuccessfully for any
information to indicate cause of death.
Since the flu epidemic was still raging at
that time, that’s a possible cause of

Oakland.

‘i()utside San FranciscoI

CZASKA-In Los Gatos, Cal., March 24, 1920,
Eduard Bruno Czaska, beloved husband of
Elizabeth (zaska, and brother of Hermaaon
Bernhard Czaska of Baltimore, Md., and
brother-in-law of Miss Mary Schnackers of

Fourteenth at.,

death. San Francisco, Cal., a native of Chemnitz,
Saxony, Germany, aged 44 years, 10 months

. . and 14 days.
Find a Grave: The funeral will be held from St. Mary's

Chnrch, Los Gatos, Cal., Friday, March 26,
1920, at 9 A. 31. Interment, L.os Gatog Ceme-
tery. Friends may call at Place's funeral
home, 115 Santa Cruz ave., Los Gatos, Cal.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/
269971533/eduard bruno-czaska

So ends the curious life of Edward Bruno Czaska. They had no known children. | think
the only reason we know Edward and Bernard Czaska were brothers is because of
Elizabeth’s carefully worded obituary. | do think Edward and Elizabeth were very much
in love. Throughout the rest of her life Elizabeth used Czaska as her middle name.

It was the end for Edward but not for Elizabeth. She lived another 50 years, 50
interesting years. Here’s part two of our story.

The unexpected life of Elizabeth Czaska-Schnackerz

We first turn our attention to Elizabeth Czaska’s sister Anna and her husband Paul
Thiel. The Thiel’s moved from Muncie, IN to New Port Richey, FL with their children in
1919. Several local newspaper articles show he was actively purchasing real estate.

Mr Paul Thiel, whose family are

To Purchase

and have good water.—Address
Paul Thiel, Sunnyside, Wash. P.O.

‘away at present,

‘return to New Port Richey vers

but cxpects to

€ Pzul Thiel, who came to New

residing here permanentiv, ha :
i ’ Port Richey in ils early days, has
Wantec to Buy 5 or 6 room House added a town lot to his local pos - . 4 = M '-k f
aF : g : . just purchased an entire block o
|in New Port Richey, or between | sessions, which he bas acquire Jois, which he purposes improv-
river and gulf. Must be modern for business purposes He ing at once. This property is in

‘addition to his fine home on Cen-
tral ave. and his extensive hold-

' Box 651, s . shortly. ings across the river.
T T
New Port Richey Press, Aug. 1919 Apr. 1920 Jan. 1921

Why New Port Richey? The Thiel’s may have seen great financial and lifestyle
opportunities in this small town north of Tampa. According to Pasco County, FL history
“... it seemed possible that New Port Richey, Florida, might become another
Hollywood, or at least a winter residence for Hollywood stars.”



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/269971533/eduard_bruno-czaska
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/269971533/eduard_bruno-czaska

The Thiel’s quickly settled into their new residence and became active socialites and
prominent citizens. And, when Edward Czaska died in Mar. 1920, Elizabeth Czaska
was convinced that she too should relocate to New Port Richey - which, she did in
Sep. 1920. She moved into the Thiel household.

Minth. I have resided continwously in the United States of «dmerica for the term of five years at least immaediately preceding the date of this petition, to wit, since the

15 day of ....0CE anno Domini 2.908..., and in the State of . Elonida Ty next pr & the dato of
this petition, since the ...2Q0...... day of .SB1L anno Domint 1920, being a residence within this State of at least one yoar next preceding the dato
of this petition,

ELIZABETH KISSEL, PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION, 1929

Elizabeth wasted no time getting involved in
New Port Richey. In Jan. 1921 she and a
partner opened a bakery in New Port
Richey.

s s

In Feb. 1922 she opened a laundry. New Port Richey

Bakery, Delicatessen and
nand hnnd" l Mrs Benneft andl::lcﬁxkn. Proprietors

~ < Snell Block, New Port Richey
* Mrs E. Czaska, Proprietress

—C0

Family’s Washing
Carefully Handled
Tourists Requirements Specially

Clothes Wet Washed 50c¢ Dozen
—i0—

Central Avenue In Jan. 1923, Elizabeth and Anna hosted a
New Port Richey

Farewell Party for their sister, Mary. Mary was
S loceing to Los Angeles

FAREWELL PARTY

A delighttul farewell party was
given the first of the week by Mrs.
.| Paul Thiel and Miss Czaska, honor-
ing their sister, Miss Mary Schnae-
kerz, who left Monday morning for
Tampa, from which place she will g0
,|north and thence to California where
- |ghe expects to make her future home.
Those present were Miss Romer,
| Mrs. P. Gray, Mrs. F, Sampson, Mrs.
| Guy Wells, Mre. J. W. Clark, Jr. Mrs.
es | W. A. Casey, Mre. Fred Rowan, Mrs.
er | Van Pouche and daughter, Mr. and
he | Mrs. Oscar Herms, Mr. and Mrs. Sar-

I'ment and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. R.

Beach and son, Howard. -
Dainty refreshments were served
and all  departed wishing Miss
Schnackerz happiness and prosperity
- | In her new lome,

e

Our Speciality---Brown Bread




On Dec. 31, 1924 Elizabeth Czaska married Franz Peter Kissel in New Port Richey.

Peter Kissel was a stonemason, and horticulturalist. Peter and Elizabeth would remain
in New Port Richey and married to each other for 32 years until Peter’s death in 1956.
And, as mentioned before, Elizabeth would refer to herself as Elizabeth Czaska Kissel.

Following the marriage to Peter, Elizabeth’s life became more social than ever before. It
doesn’t appear that she ever held a paying job again. She had a seemingly non-stop
schedule of hosting guests, planning and attending events, sitting on and officiating
civic committees and traveling, with Peter and with her sister, Anna Thiel.

Here are a few representative New Port Richey newspaper articles between 1925 and
1940. There are several hundred of these types of news snippets. For the Kissel’s, life
was indeed quite grand.




In May, 1948 Mary Schnackertz was reported to be in New Port Richey visiting her
sisters, Elizabeth and Anna.




Well, these social snippets go on and on into the 1950’s. Again, there are hundreds of
articles, spanning the 1920’s to 1950’s. You may be wondering, like me, how did Peter
and Elizabeth Kissel become so wealthy? Reading these snippets you would never
know there was a global financial collapse and depression in the 1930’s.

In fact, Elizabeth played hostess to a “Depression” Bridge club on numerous
occasions. “Depression” Bridge refers to the popularity of the card game Contract
Bridge during the Great Depression, particularly in the 1930s, when it became a social
activity that provided entertainment and a sense of community. Bridge became the
most popular card game in “polite society” — a euphemism for upper class.

Peter Kissel was a gardener for the local church. It would not seem that this type of
work would create such wealth. When Peter immigrated in 1913, he declared a mere
$25 in his possession. Did Elizabeth bring some amount of wealth from her marriage
with Edward Czaska? We do know that Edward Czaska declared a total combination of
$250 on two ship’s manifests (1906 and 1913, ~ $8K in modern dollar equivalent). |
checked available sources for any indication of improprieties, investigations,
accusations, or criminal activities related to Edward Czaska, Elizabeth Czaska-Kissel,
Peter Kissel through the years, and found nothing. So, we are left with a conundrum
related to the prosperity of Peter and Elizabeth Kissel.

Peter Kissel died Dec. 11, 1956.

|

jo Vehko, Ph. 5794. Z0p
OBITUARIES ' .
| CARD OF THANKS

“| PETER F. KISSEL 4 My heartfelt' thanks to all who
-|  Peter F. Kissel, 68, died Tuesd: z : h . N g
f aﬁ;‘;‘e:on at 1:?: home, 320 Me:s:ay e‘ttméed comfomng sympat't;_} aDr‘d

h Av
e s help in jmy re%nt R, T D
S ny and came to this country in . o -
B o ey Sprankel for-His kindness; to the
-] San A io, Florid: til 1921, -
e st e, e members of the Altar Society for
& wor 'S a horticul- - » - g .
e ?:ris:uk:glshoisy::ire:;nt. Hl:li:\s thelr beautl.fUI Pel VICC', to aU the
e een - . ) ol 3
B e et 2 friends and Heighbors for the use
& i include his wife, Eliza- a .

beth » papless, Goorye Thiek; Gree of their cars; for the beautiful
| ni , Mrs. Basil Gaine d Mrs. p <
1- ';Zflers}' F:slan;,‘shotha r:)fs‘ :h';s ci:;, ﬂoxa[ Qm&l"g§ and many Oth?!
11| and Mrs. James E. Foote of Tamp=;
L{ alld three nephews and nieces in klrldpesse before and S]nCP my

rmany.

fo I Servioe. Will be. heid st ‘Our huﬁw I am deep y grate-
S.|Lady Queen of Peace Catholic =
n, | Church on Thursdgy at 9 am.; fld u _
S. [ Burial will be in St. Leo’s Abbey, ol k. - - 3 b
e | — Mrs. Peter Kissel

e

Pittman Funeral Home is in
charge of local arrangements. l

S —————




Elizabeth Czaska-Kissel died Mar. 3, 1969. She outlived her sisters, Anna and Mary.

Catholic Church, Father

Felix Ullrich, O.S,B.
Survtvorl include a
nephew, George Theil of

New Port Richey; three
nieces, Mrs, Basil Gaines
of Port Richey, Mrs,
James Fotte of Tampa and
Miss Elsa Schnackerz of

y Rouryy. services were
conducted Mar, S from the
Chapel of Duval Funeral
Home and Requiem Mass
will be celebrated today
(Thursday) morning from
Our Lady Queen of Peace
Catholic Church by Rev,
Fr, Michael Leap, O.5.B.,
the pastor,

Interment will follow
in Garden of Memories
g;:utory, San Antonlo,

It’s not known how her estate was divided up and distributed.
Elizabeth had no known children with either Edward Czsaka
or Peter Kissel. Towards the end of her life, Elizabeth lived
with her nephew, George Thiel. So, it’s possible her estate
was divided with him and three other nieces (see Obit). And,
it would seem likely that their beloved church, Our Lady
Queen of Peace Catholic Church in New Port Richey, would
also have received a substantial distribution.
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Epilogue

As always in research, there are questions raised that lead to further research. Here are
a few questions yet to be answered:

1) Were Edward and Elizabeth Czaska independently wealthy when they immigrated
in 19067 Their activities post immigration do not seem like that of typical
immigrants.

2) What was the cause of death for Edward Czaska?

3) Was there a Probate record filed following Edward’s death?

4) Was Edward Czaska “Count” Czaska and was Elizabeth the “French Actress” in the
1906 San Remo, ltaly theft? Perhaps, Edward and Elizabeth Czaska were hiding all
along in the US, in plain sight.

5) What was the source of the wealth for Peter and Elizabeth Kissel?

1) One intriguing possible financial source was the German Government. Perhaps
the Czaska’s and Kissel’s were in some type of long term service with the
German Government. Recall, that Elizabeth and Edward Czaska were employed
by the German Consul, Carl A Luederitz, in the 1909-1911 timeframe.

2) Finally, in June 1937, Elizabeth Kissel traveled to Germany, returning in
September, 1937.
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Miss Margaret Thiel left last week A postcard from Mrs, Peter Kissell,
| for Washington, D .C., where she who is spending a visit in Germany
has secured a stenographic position. relates that she is having a wonderful
She wag accompanied by her aunt, time in the old country and exPects
' Mrs. Peter Kissell, who is on her to he back in New Port Richey within
 way to Germany for a visit. a short time.
| * & v 3 P )
NEW PORT RICHEY PRESS, JUNE 25, 1927 AUG. 27, 1937
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Mrs. Peter Kissell has returned | Miss Margaret Thiel was the daughter of Paul

from a several monthg trip to her and Anna Thiel.

old home in Germany, where she n-
| joyed visiting relatives and also made Elizabeth Kissel returned to the US on the

| trips to other countries of the old SS Berlin of the North German Lloyd
; world. shipping company.

SEP. 24, 1937
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