
Anchors Aweigh - the Naval Career of John Baldwin 
In this story, the second of two parts, we will set sail on the nearly 20 year naval career 
odyssey of John “Johnny” Baldwin. We will use official US Navy documents to 
chronologically examine his multiple tours of duty, year by year, onshore and offshore. 
Along the way, we will get to know this man, who joined the US Navy at the tender age 
of 16.


Principal 

John Baldwin 
BIRTH 21 SEP 1909 • Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, Ohio

DEATH 7 APR 1967 • Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California

US Navy SN: 279-20-92


Introduction - John “Johnny” Baldwin 
In the first part of this two part story, “Dearest Dorothy - the Love Letters of Johnny 
Baldwin”, we learned that John Baldwin (no middle name) (the author’s paternal uncle) 
was the fifth child (fourth son) of William M Baldwin (1876-1943) and Delcie Hunt-
Baldwin (1878-1945). We also discovered that between June 1939 and May 1940, with 
World War II looming, Naval Signalman, John “Johnny” Baldwin carried on a long 
distance letter writing courtship with Dorothy Lee Dixon. In all, 35 letters were sent to 
Dorothy. Before they married in May 1940, they had only met twice.


In that story, we found that, due to incomplete and/or missing information, details 
about his life in the US Navy were sometimes subject to speculation and interpretation. 
Now, because the author obtained John Baldwin’s complete US Navy records from the 
US National Archives, we have the unique opportunity to fully reassemble his US Navy 
career, year by year. There are surprises and revelations and “Aha Moments”. Let’s get 
started.


1925 
Family lore was that John left home at the age of 15 to 
join the US Merchant Marines or the US Navy. We now 
know, based on his actual Oct. 1925 enlistment 
document, that he was barely 16, posing as a 19 year 
old. His actual birthdate was Sep 21 1909.


CALIFORNIA DEATH INDEX: 



As can be seen, he 
enlisted at Ashland, KY, 
just across the Ohio River 
from Ironton, OH, on Oct. 
23 1925. He was posing 
as a 19 year old adult, 
when, in fact, he was a 16 
year old minor. It’s likely, 
his parents knew nothing 
of his whereabouts or that 
he was enlisting in the US 
Navy. His brother, Roscoe 
Baldwin, had joined the 
US Navy in 1919. Roscoe 
must have had an 
influence on John’s Navy 
enlistment decision.


Interestingly, his 
enlistment application 
includes a separate 
medical examination 
page. This page was left 
blank but signed by a Lt. 
A.A. Shadday, Medical 
Examiner. On the line 
where the examiner signs 
as “Accepted - Yes / No”, 
“No” is scratched out and 
“Yes” inserted. What was 
going on there is unclear. However, aside from the fact that he was 6 foot tall, any 
reasonable medical examination would have quickly revealed that John Baldwin was 
NOT 19 years old. John maintained the false birthdate of Sep. 21 1909 throughout his 
Navy career.


John was first sent to an enlistment centre in Cincinnati, OH for processing then 
transferred to the Great Lakes Training Center in Illinois (Chicago) for basic training as 
an Apprentice Seaman. Coincidentally, we know that, in 1925, Roscoe Baldwin was 
stationed at the Great Lakes Training Center. Roscoe’s role in John’s naval career may 
be underestimated.


1926 
Upon graduation from US Navy basic training, John requested and was granted 10 
days leave on Jan. 15 1926. On this leave, he travelled home to Kitts Hill, OH. Upon his 
return from leave he was assigned to the destroyer, USS Kane (235). At this time the 



Kane was operating along the east coast of the United 
States and in the Caribbean. John’s rating was 
upgraded in Feb. from Apprentice Seaman to Seaman 
Second Class, and in Aug. to Seaman First Class. He 
took 17 days leave in May. In Oct. John qualified as a 
1st class swimmer and a marksman on a rifle course.


1927 
In Apr. 1927, John’s rating changed from Seaman First Class to Signalman Third Class. 
This, to fill a vacancy following his qualification for the rating per examination. On July 
1 1927 John was transferred from the USS Kane to the US Naval Hospital, Brooklyn, 
NY for “treatment”. There was no indication in the records of the type of ailment being 
treated. However, it must have been serious, perhaps even life threatening, since he 
spent the next two months hospitalised (see 1931 below). 


On Sep. 9 he was cleared for duty and was 
transferred back to the USS Kane, where he 
remained until Nov. 1927. At that time, he was 
transferred to the USS Hopkins (249), another 
destroyer. This ship also operated along the east 
coast; New England ports in the summer and 
Charleston, SC in the winter.


1928 
1928 would prove to be a momentous and life changing year for John Baldwin. The 
records for this year are numerous and detailed. There’s a lot to unpack. Let’s see what 
happened.


On or about Oct. 23 1928, 
John was granted ship 
liberty from the USS 
Hopkins, which was in 
port at Charleston, SC. He 
did not return from liberty 
and, 10 days later, was 
declared a Deserter. A 
‘Declaration and Reward 
for Deserter From U.S. 
Naval Service’’ was sent 
out. The reward was set 
at $50 for his 



apprehension. The Declaration included a full physical description, including his 
fingerprints and specific placement of “Rising Sun” tattoo on his right arm. His 
commanding officer aboard the USS Hopkins, 
R. B. Hammes, filed the following report:


It’s interesting that his personal belongings 
onboard the ship were auctioned off - 
presumably to his shipmates. And, his next of 
kin were notified. Thus, if John’s parents did 
not before know he was in the Navy, they did 
now.


John’s desertion set in motion all manner of 
US Navy dispatches and reports, all filed 
according to the US Navy Bureau of 
Navigation Manual - then responsible for 
enlisted personnel matters.


The incident ended on Nov. 5 1928 when John surrendered at Cincinnati, OH - at the 
Navy Recruitment Station where he enlisted three years earlier. In this regard, the 
following radiogram was sent:




John was confined to a county jail awaiting further instructions. Instructions received 
on Nov. 7 were to transport John to the Naval Training Station Great Lakes - where 
John took his basic training. A ‘Report of Return of Deserter’ was filed:




The good news here is that on Nov. 16 1928, the US Navy Bureau of Navigation 
determined that John was AWOL, NOT a Deserter - an important distinction. He was, 
however, to be tried in Summary Court-Martial on Nov. 22 1928.


He was found guilty and sentenced to be 
confined for a period of 25 days, commencing 
Nov. 23 1928, and lose $30 per month of his pay 
for a period four months. It does not appear that 
his Navy rating was reduced.


He served his sentence at the Naval Training 
Station Great Lakes, IL. It’s likely that his brother, 
Roscoe (stationed there), visited him while he was 
in confinement. John was released on Dec. 27 
and transferred to the Navy Shipyard Receiving 
Barracks, Philadelphia, PA for assignment.


The 1928 ‘AWOL for ten days’ conviction was a 
permanent blemish on John’s US Navy career 
record. It remained there until his retirement. 


We will never know what motivated John to go 
AWOL. He obviously went back home to Kitts 
Hill. It’s likely that his parents, and perhaps his 
brother Roscoe, convinced him to surrender, take 
his punishment, and remain in the Navy - which 
he did. He was now 19 and perhaps this was a 
strong lesson for him in life management, personal responsibilities, and consequences.




1929 
As of January. 1 1929, John was assigned from the 
Receiving Barracks at the Philadelphia, PA Navy Yard 
to the USS Contocook (36; left in photo). His rating 
was listed as Signalman Third Class.


The Contocook served the fleet along the Atlantic 
coast and in the Caribbean. She towed floating 
equipment, escorted submarines, towed target rafts, 
brought disabled ships into port, and carried 
ammunition, stores, light freight, and passengers 
between east coast shipyards and to the fleet.


At the end of Mar. 1929, John’s record cleared such that he was able to again receive 
pay. His conduct was rated as high. On Oct. 22 he was discharged Honourably, having 
completed four years of service (minus the 10 days for AWOL), at the Navy Yard, 
Norfolk, VA. He was issued an Honorable Discharge Certificate and Button and travel 
allowance to Ashland, KY. His discharge record stated the following:


1. Recommended for reenlistment, Yes

2. Recommended for Good Conduct Medal, Yes


On Nov. 4 1929, John again applied for 
enlistment in the US Navy, this time in Cleveland, 
OH. On this application he continued to maintain 
that his birthdate was Sep. 21 1906, making him 
23 years old - he was actually 20. He was honest 
about the AWOL and being in jail. And, he had a 
full physical this time. His stated reason for 
enlistment was “like service”.


Upon reenlistment, he was transferred to the 
Navy Yard at Philadelphia, PA for assignment. 
While there, he requested and was approved for 
“…transferred to Asiatic Station, for duty”.




On Dec. 12 1929 John was 
transferred to San Francisco, 
CA via the USS Chaumont 
(AP-5) to join the Asiatic Fleet. 
The Chaumont was a troop 
ship. Thus, it’s likely that John, 
while being transferred to San 
Francisco, traveled through 
the Panama Canal from the 
Atlantic side to the Pacific 
side. He was onboard the 
Chaumont until Feb. 1930.


1930 
After sailing from the Navy Yard at Philadelphia, PA to the Navy Station at San 
Francisco for nearly two months, John was transferred from the troop ship, USS 
Chaumont (AP-5), to the destroyer USS Stewart (224), on Feb. 8, 1930. 




John was stationed on the USS Stewart for 
almost two years, until Dec. 1931. The Stewart 
had a storied history. Built in 1919, she served 
with Asiatic Fleet beginning in 1922, primarily 
operating in Chinese waters. Scuttled in port at 
Surabaya, Java, in 1942, she was later raised 
by the Japanese and commissioned as Patrol 
Boat No. 102. She came back under American 
control in 1945 after the occupation of Japan.


While onboard the USS Stewart, John 
successfully completed the education course 
work to advance to Signalman Second Class 
in May 1930. As a result, his rating was 
changed accordingly. According to ship 
records, his professional work and personal 
conduct were reported to be exceptional.


1931 

On Jun. 5 1931, while onboard the USS 
Stewart, John was awarded the 2nd 
Nicaraguan Campaign Medal. This, for duty 
onboard the USS Kane, Apr. to Jun. 1927.


The Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal 
was awarded for service during operations in 
Nicaragua from 1926 to 1933, during the 
Nicaraguan civil war and the subsequent 
occupation. An earlier campaign medal, the 
Nicaraguan Campaign Medal, was awarded 
for service in Nicaragua 1912.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaraguan_Civil_War_(1926%E2%80%931927)
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The awarding of this medal, with its associated 1927 participation timeline, is, 
coincidentally, a month before John landed in a Navy hospital in Brooklyn, NY for two 
months (see 1927 above). Did John contract some sort of tropical disease while on 
duty with USS Kane in Nicaraguan waters in the Spring of 1927? It seems highly 
probable.


On Dec. 4 1931, John was transferred from the 
USS Stewart to the USS Borie (215). The Borie 
was another destroyer in the Asiatic Fleet. She 
too had a storied battle history.


During WW2, in the North Atlantic, the USS Borie 
got into a pitched battle with several German 
submarines. The battle was long and arduous 
with the Borie ramming submarine and then 
getting stuck on the top of the submarine. The 
story is too long to recount here, but is well 
worth examination. 


The Borie received three battle stars for her 
World War II service as well as the Presidential 
Unit Citation. Borie crew members were 
awarded three Navy Cross medals, two Silver 
Star medals and one Legion of Merit medal.


Not long after his transfer to the USS Borie, John 
requested and was approved for transfer to the USS 
Canapus (AS-9). His stated reason for transferring was 
that he had served for the past six years on destroyers 
and desired a change of duty. For this change, John had 
to agree to extend his Asiatic Station for one year.


The Canopus was a submarine tender with an assigned 
squadron of six submarines.
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1932 
On Sep. 18 1932, John was reprimanded for a curfew violation in Tsingtao, China. As a 
result, he was deprived of Shore Leave for a period of two months.


Though no specific 1932 date was registered, 
John was awarded the Yangtze Service Medal 
for service onboard the USS Stewart, USS Borie 
and USS Canopus.


The Yangtze Service 
Medal was awarded for 
service in the Yangtze 
River Valley between 
Sep. 3 1926 and Dec. 
31 1932, a period of 
significant unrest in the 
region.


On Oct. 28 1932, John 
was transferred from 
the USS Canopus to the 
USS Pigeon (ASR-6). The Pigeon was first 
launched as a minesweeper and later converted 
to be a submarine rescue ship. John would be 
stationed on the Pigeon for the next six years.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yangtze_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yangtze_River


1933 

In Feb., onboard the USS Pigeon, John qualified in swimming and then qualified as a 
sharpshooter (this, at the William McKinley Rifle Range, Manila, P.I.). 


On May 10, John was admonished and punished for being “non-cooperative in medical 
treatment”. Knowing, from later records yet to be reviewed here, that John had 
contracted syphilis in 1931, this medical procedure may have been related to ongoing 
treatment. At this time, arsenic, in combination with bismuth or mercury, was the 
mainstay of treatment for syphilis until the advent of penicillin in 1943. One can only 
imagine how this toxic chemical cocktail was administered.


In Sep., John successfully completed the Navy training course for Signalman First 
Class; average 3.52. Passing the course did not result an an automatic rating upgrade. 
But, a promotion could now be expected.


On Nov. 3, John, upon expiration of his enlistment, was Honourably Discharged. On 
Nov. 4 1933, John reenlisted onboard the USS Pigeon for another four years of service. 
And, he agreed to extend his Asiatic Station duty one more year.




1934 

On Jan. 8 1934, John was awarded a Continuous Service Certificate (actually received 
on Feb. 13). This, for completing eight years of Naval Service, as of Nov. 1933.


On Jun. 5, John was admonished for being AWOL 4.5 hours. The punishment was 
three weeks restrictions.


For some mysterious reason, in Jun. 1934, John’s job changed from Signalman to Mail 
Clerk. This, in accordance with a Navy Dispatch.


On Aug. 3, John actually took possession the Yangtze Service Medal that he had been 
awarded in 1932.




1935 

Let’s take moment to reflect on John’s ten years in the US Navy; 1925 to 1935. Recall 
that he joined when he was barely 16 years old; Oct 1925. Now, he was 26. This, 
though he continued to maintain with Navy official records that he was born in 1909 
instead of 1906. Essentially, John came of age on ships exclusively populated by men. 
How this fact affected his social skills with women, or men for that matter, is unknown. 


Let’s examine his signatures, about ten years apart. In the first (leftmost), 1925, you 
sense a shaky and somewhat insecure young man. In the second (rightmost), 1936, 
you can visualize a matured man who has grown in confidence and swagger.


The only documents we have for 1935 are two “Report of Examination for 
Advancement in Rating”. They seem to be almost identical; exams for rating of 
Signalman First Class. The first was in Feb. 1935; average @ 3.64. The second was 
completed in Oct. 1935; average 3.72. Knowing that in Sep. 1933, John also passed 
the same examination; average 3.52, this would be the third examination for Signalman 
First Class. Surely, by this time he would have had the exam memorised. It may be that 
he was trying to get back to being a Signalman instead of Mail Clerk.


Regardless, it would another year, and yet one more (4th) exam, before John would be 
advanced to the Signalman First Class Rating.


1936 
In Feb. 1936, John signed yet another Asiatic Station one year extension; expiring Aug. 
1937. 


In Apr. a dispatch was was received by 
the USS Pigeon with a summary of John’s 
Navy Service, to date - for what purpose 
is unknown. Perhaps the captain of the 
USS Pigeon, or a senior officer, requested 
his records ahead of a possible rating 
advancement.




In Oct. 1936, John, for the 4th time, took the exam for rating of SM1c (Signalman First 
Class). This time his average mark was 3.67. With successful completion of this exam, 
there was an endorsement added to promote John to Signalman First Class as of Nov. 
11 1936.


Additionally, in Aug., as a member of the 
USS Pigeon communication team 
during, what seemed to be a fleet 
completion of some sort - 2nd place in 
Group Four - he was entitled to wear a 
red “E” on his uniform.


So, all in all, 1936 was a pretty good 
year in the Navy for John “Johnny” 
Baldwin.




1937 
Apparently, the USS Pigeon placed 1st in the Group Four fleet communications 
competition. So, John was entitled to $10 in prize money and to wear the white “E” on 
his his service uniform. 


John’s four year enlistment terminated on Nov. 3 1937 and he was granted another 
Honourable Discharge. And, on Nov. 4, he once again reenlisted for another four years. 
He was retained onboard the USS Pigeon for duty. He had now completed 12 years of 
service.




1938 
1938 would a year of change for John. He would leave Asiatic Station duty for the 
continental US. His goal was to be on shore duty stationed either in the Ninth Naval 
District (Great Lakes region) or the Fourth Naval District (Philadelphia, PA region).


The first document we have is one that proclaims that John qualified as a “Shell Back”, 
by crossing the equator southbound at the 119th Meridian East on Apr. 30 1938. 


We also see on this document that John, in Aug., completed the education courses for 
the Quartermaster First Class (QM1c) and the Chief Quartermaster (CQM). Chief 
Quartermaster was his next rating goal.


In Sep. the USS Pigeon once again placed first in the Group Four fleet communication 
competition. Again, John received a $10 prize and was entitled to wear the white “E” 
on his service uniform.




On Oct. 15 1938, John formally requested to be transferred from ship duty to shore 
duty, effective as soon as possible. He had served at sea for almost 13 years and was 
entitled to a change of duty. 


Per above, his original request was to be transferred either to the Great Lakes Base, 
where is his brother, Roscoe Baldwin, was stationed, or to the Naval Base at 
Philadelphia, PA. This was not to be as we will soon see. However, the shore duty 
request was approved and he was transferred from the USS Pigeon to the USS 
Chaumont for transportation to the United States on Oct. 29 1938. 


On Dec. 21 1938, John arrived in San Francisco 
onboard the USS Chaumont. He was then 
transferred to the USS Tennessee (BB-43). On Jan. 
24 1939 the Tennessee delivered John to his next 
duty ship, the USS Louisville (CA-28 - see right).


The USS Louisville was classified as a Heavy Cruiser.




1939 
During the winter months of 1939 the Louisville participated in fleet exercises in the 
Caribbean. She operated in these waters until May, when she returned to the west 
coast. Presumably, during this tour, John was on duty as a Signalman, not a Mail Clerk.


In Apr. 1939, John was recommended for examination for Chief Quartermaster. 


According to several sources, Navy Quartermasters: “… specializes in navigation, with 
a focus on mapping and charts, as well as using electronic navigation systems.  They 
work as assistants to the Officers of the Deck and the navigator. They may perform ship 
control as helmsman, or serve watch on the bridge. They maintain the ship’s Deck Log, 
plot the ship’s position on charts, and maintain dead-reckoning of the ship’s position. 
It’s a position with a lot of responsibility.”


On Jun. 6, John was arrested by civil authorities in civilian clothes, turned over to Naval 
Patrol, and charged with “intoxication”. Punishment was one week’s deprivation of 
liberty.


On Jun. 11 1939, while stationed on the Louisville, John began a letter writing 
campaign with his future wife, Dorothy Dixon, then living in Los Angeles. In all, between 
Jun. 1939 and May 1940, John wrote 35 letters to Dorothy. They are all part of the 
companion story: “Dearest Dorothy - the Love Letters of Johnny Baldwin”.


In the middle of Aug. 1939, John 
received new orders from Fleet 
Command that he would be 
transferred from the USS Louisville 
to the Fleet Radio Base, San 
Clemente Island for permanent duty.


Thusly, with a series of ship 
transfers, John was delivered to San 
Clemente Island on Aug. 29 1939.




Later that year, on San Clemente Island, John took the exam for Chief Quartermaster 
(CQM). There is a document stating this occurred, but no exact exam date was 
indicated.


1940 
John “Johnny” Baldwin married Dorothy Dixon on May 11, 1940 in Yuma, AZ.


On Jun. 27 1940, new orders fulfilling his 1938 request for shore duty in the Fourth 
Naval District were received; Inshore Patrol Base, Cape May, NJ. However, these 
orders were cancelled, presumably because he was now married, changing his 
priorities.


On Aug. 5, John was recommended for appointment to Warrant Grade Boatswain. A 
Boatswain is: “A warrant officer or petty officer in charge of a ship's rigging, anchors, 
cables, and deck crew.” Basically, a ship’s deck boss.


On Dec. 18 1940 John was transferred from San Clemente Island, to the Naval Net 
Depot, Tiburon, CA. He would travel there by private car, with his new wife.




1941 

John’s good marks on his Chief Quartermaster 
(CQM) exam in 1939 was rewarded on Feb. 28 
1941 when his rating was upgraded to CQM 
(temporary).


On Nov. 3 1941, and like we have seen 
numerous times before, John’s enlistment 
expired with an Honourable Discharge. Then, the 
next day, he once again reenlisted - for another, 
and final, four years - with a CQM rating.


It’s important to take note that with this enlistment he 
would be able to transfer to Fleet Reserve (leaving 
active duty) after two years; Nov. 1943. And, we see he 
now has 16 years of net US Navy active service.




1942 
These next two years were to be life changing in a big way for John. The official Navy 
documents for this period are detailed and numerous. I will do my best to summarise 
what happened and include relevant documents and document snippets. Let’s get 
started.


John’s shore duty at the US Naval Net Depot, 
Tiburon, CA was short lived. On May 21 1942 
he was again onboard ship. This time he was 
assigned to the USS Catalpa (AN-10/YN-5). 
John, as of Apr. 1 1942, was made a 
permanent rating of Chief Quartermaster 
(CQM).


The USS Catalpa’s main role was to serve the U.S. 
Navy ships and harbors during World War II with her 
protective anti-submarine nets. After loading equipment 
at the Net Depot at Tiburon, California, Catalpa sailed 
24 May 1942 for the Fiji Islands, arriving 14 June. At 
Nandi, Suva, and during October and November 1942 
at Funafuti in the Ellice Islands, Catalpa laid and cared 
for harbor entrance nets, protecting important South 
Pacific Ocean bases.


In Jul. 1942, by order of the President, John was 
appointed to the rating of Boatswain (temporary), 
recognised officially on the Catalpa on Sep. 29. 


Apparently, in order to be appointed to the Boatswain 
rating (permanent), a physical had to be completed. 
This was done to insure the sailor was capable of the 
Boatswain’s strenuous deck duties. So, on Nov. 5 
1942 he went ashore to Advance Base Fan Tan One 
(WW2 Code name for the Fiji Islands) for a medical 
exam. Other than missing five teeth and the statement 
that he had been infected with Syphilis in 1931, the 
exam was normal and John was “qualified for all 
duty”, and, thusly, appointed to the Warrant rank of 
Boatswain. The medical report was forwarded to 
Washington DC, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.


On Nov. 30, the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery sent the following letter:
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John had to be reexamined because the Nov. 5 medical examiner had failed to give 
complete details about the Syphilis serological tests as required by the Medical 
Department. This apparent error or laboratory incapacity resulted in John being 
disqualified for the Warrant Grade of Boatswain until such time of full compliance with 
serological testing reporting requirements.


Meanwhile, John’s commanding officer, Francis A. Gherini, wanted to promote 
Boatswain John Baldwin to Ensign John Baldwin.


“An Ensign in the Navy is the lowest commissioned officer rank, typically responsible 
for leading a division and undergoing training. In the US Navy, it is equivalent to a 
second lieutenant in other branches of the military.”




Now, for me, the fact that John’s commanding officer would recommend that an 
enlisted man be promoted to the officer ranks, is quite remarkable. I did a little 
background checking on Francis A Gherini. Turns out, he too has story. Let’s take a 
moment to reflect on the life of this gentleman.




Back to John - But, none of this was to be; no permanent Boatswain rating, no Ensign 
promotion to the officer ranks. On Dec. 28 1942, John “Johnny” Baldwin’s Navy career 
was about to come to an abrupt termination. 


He was transferred off the USS Catalpa to the Naval 
Dispensary on Vunda, Fiji for treatment of an, as yet 
unstated, illness/infection.


1943 
On Jan. 5 1943, John was transferred by the USS Wright 
from the Naval Dispensary on Fiji to the US Naval Hospital at 
San Diego for an “indefinite” hospital stay.


On Feb. 5 he was detached from any and all active duty 
assignments so that hospital treatments could continue.


A Report of Medical Survey was filed on Apr. 6 1943. In it 
was a statement that John had been admitted to the sick list 
onboard the USS Catalpa for swelling of both legs, both 
ankles and feet for three weeks. Urinalysis revealed 
persistently high albuminuria. After rest and a regulated diet, 
the swelling subsided and the John felt quite well. It was 
recommended that further treatment would be necessary.




The diagnosis of the  Apr. 6 Medical Survey was: Nephritus, Acute. 


What is Nephritis?


“Nephritis occurs when parts of your kidney become inflamed (swollen). This swelling 
prevents the kidney from working properly to filter waste from the blood. Nephritis can 
be caused by infection, autoimmune or inflammatory conditions such as lupus, genetic 
disorders, or other conditions.”


What causes Nephritis?


• Allergic reaction to a medication.

• Autoimmune disorders, such as lupus.

• Bacterial infection, usually starting in the bladder.

• High calcium or uric acid levels in your blood.

• Kidney stones.

• Long-term use of certain medications.

• Low potassium levels in your blood.

• Medication side effects.

• Surgery on your urinary tract.


On Jul. 3 1943 another Report of Medical Survey was conducted. In it, the diagnosis 
was changed from Nephritis, Acute to Nephritis, Chronic, by reason of sequela. 
Sequela is defined as “a condition which is the consequence of a previous disease or 
injury".


In this case, the Medical Survey states: “Disability is not the result of his own 
misconduct and was incurred in line of duty”. So, somewhere, somehow, John 
contracted a disease or infection that resulted in the onset of Nephritis. Knowing that 
John was in a US Navy hospital in Brooklyn, NY for two months; from Jul. to Sep. 
1927, one is left to speculate its relevance to the Nephritis diagnosis.


The Jul. 3 Medical Survey stated John was Fit for Duty; limited to duty ashore 
commensurate with his physical disability.


On Jul. 7 1943, the 
Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery Disapproved of 
the Jul. 3 
recommendation. 


Instead, it 
recommended that 
John be ordered to 
appear before a Naval 
Retiring Board.
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The wheels of the US Navy personnel machine were now in motion. A series of legal 
actions took place over the course of the next few weeks that ultimately placed John 
Baldwin on a Navy “Retired List” and forced him to civilian life.


Aug. 10 1943


Aug. 27 1943




Nov. 11 1943


John was placed on a US 
Navy Retired List as of Nov. 
1 1943, with the rating of 
Boatswain.


He was wished “… many 
years of happiness”.


Dec. 1 1943


Home: Kitts Hill, OH




1944 - 1967 

The US Navy, as part of John’s retirement agreement, required him to advise the Navy 
annually of his current address. Below is the chronological list of reported addresses:


1. On Nov. 9 1944, John reported his address changed from Kitts Hill, OH to 5230 St. 
John Ave., Kansas City, MO and that his Next of Kin was Dorothy Lee Baldwin.


2. On Sep. 15 1945, Dec. 13 1946, and Dec. 15 1947, John reported his address as 
310 S. Chelsea St, Kansas City, MO.


3. On Aug. 24 1948, John reported his address as 8444 Beechwood Ave., South 
Gate, CA.


4. On Nov. 27 1948, John reported his address as 10942 S. Arlington, Los Angeles, 
CA.


5. On May 4 1949 and Nov. 22 1952, John reported his address as 10942 S Van Ness, 
Los Angeles, CA.


On May 13 1957, John reported a “Record of Emergency Data”. On this document are 
two distinctive details of interest.




Detail One: His Date of Birth is reported, for the first time, as Sep. 21 1909, not Sep. 
21 1906 as he reported all through his active Navy career.


Detail Two: His rank is now reported as Chief Boatswain, Grade CW02. Somewhere 
along the line, after his active duty retirement, his Boatswain (temp) rating 
was upgraded. The CW02 designation indicates he was rated a Warrant 
Officer - Chief Warrant Officer 2. 

A Chief Warrant Officer is the U.S. Navy's “entry-level billeted warrant 
officer rank. Warrant officers serve as technical specialists with command 
authority within their field of expertise and hold a variety of positions 
essential to the smooth operation of the Navy.” They are officers ranked 
above all non-commissioned officers, but subordinate to the lowest officer 
grade.


How this advanced rating occurred is unclear. Apparently, not all documents 
related to John Baldwin’s US Navy career were archived. It may be that John, following 
his active Navy retirement in 1943, was still an Inactive Navy Reservist until 1945. 
Subsequent to his initial 1943 retirement, his rating and grade must have been 
promoted. And, then there was this from 1958:




On this “Retired Research Sheet” document, dated Apr. 24 1958, we see, with respect 
to the previous 1957 Emergency Data Report, two anomalies.


1. His rating grade was scratched out and replaced with “W01”.

2. His 1909 birth date year was scratched out and replaced with “06”


We have one final pertinent document, dated Mar. 1 1968 - Report of Casualty, Non-
Battle:




Summary of Service - Ships 



Vintage Photos of John Baldwin 

CIRCA 1927; POSSIBLY USS KANE CIRCA 1931; USS STEWART 

CIRCA 1939; POSSIBLY USS LOUISVILLE CIRCA 1940; SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND 
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