Anchors Aweigh - the Naval Career of John Baldwin

In this story, the second of two parts, we will set sail on the nearly 20 year naval career
odyssey of John “Johnny” Baldwin. We will use official US Navy documents to
chronologically examine his multiple tours of duty, year by year, onshore and offshore.
Along the way, we will get to know this man, who joined the US Navy at the tender age
of 16.

Principal

John Baldwin

BIRTH 21 SEP 1909 - Kitts Hill, Lawrence County, Ohio
DEATH 7 APR 1967 - Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California
US Navy SN: 279-20-92

Introduction - John “dohnny” Baldwin

In the first part of this two part story, “Dearest Dorothy - the Love Letters of Johnny
Baldwin”, we learned that John Baldwin (no middle name) (the author’s paternal uncle)
was the fifth child (fourth son) of William M Baldwin (1876-1943) and Delcie Hunt-
Baldwin (1878-1945). We also discovered that between June 1939 and May 1940, with
World War Il looming, Naval Signalman, John “Johnny” Baldwin carried on a long
distance letter writing courtship with Dorothy Lee Dixon. In all, 35 letters were sent to
Dorothy. Before they married in May 1940, they had only met twice.

In that story, we found that, due to incomplete and/or missing information, details
about his life in the US Navy were sometimes subject to speculation and interpretation.
Now, because the author obtained John Baldwin’s complete US Navy records from the
US National Archives, we have the unique opportunity to fully reassemble his US Navy
career, year by year. There are surprises and revelations and “Aha Moments”. Let’s get
started.

1925
Family lore was that John left home at the age of 15 to Name John Baldwin
join the US Merchant Marines or the US Navy. We now Social Security # 275247003
know, based on his actual Oct. 1925 enlistment N Male
document, that he was barely 16, posing as a 19 year o
old. His actual birthdate was Sep 21 1909. i bae #1sep1908
Birth Place Ohio
death Date 7 Apr1967
Death Place Los Angeles

CALIFORNIA DEATH INDEX:
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As can be seen, he
enlisted at Ashland, KY,
just across the Ohio River
from Ironton, OH, on Oct.
23 1925. He was posing
as a 19 year old adult,
when, in fact, he was a 16
year old minor. It’s likely,
his parents knew nothing
of his whereabouts or that
he was enlisting in the US
Navy. His brother, Roscoe
Baldwin, had joined the
US Navy in 1919. Roscoe
must have had an
influence on John’s Navy
enlistment decision.

Interestingly, his
enlistment application
includes a separate
medical examination
page. This page was left
blank but signed by a Lt.
A.A. Shadday, Medical
Examiner. On the line
where the examiner signs
as “Accepted - Yes / No”,
“No” is scratched out and
“Yes” inserted. What was

NRB22120- 100t The application blank will be forwarded for file with

papers in Bureau in cases of men accepted for entistment, Religion ‘é)} AL
ENLISTMENT Meastes 75 .
APPLICATION FOR {ENROLIwENT £ow
Mumps ‘.i:.‘t‘lt.’}._
Pogition desired e eaaaa

T respectfully request permission to enlist in the United States Navy, and to that eand do declare that | an
lZ___ye'an_,l__m'mlM ald. and belicoe mywdf to be physically qualified to perform the dutics of the ratin
in tehich I may be enlisted : that ] wn of good habits and choracter in all respeets: that I hore never deserted
from the ", S. Navy, Mavine Corpe, Army, Noval Awriliory. or Coast Guord Scrcice: and | certify that the
fellowing statements are correct:

Lrtfonna Q—o JPM

TV PN, S

Name in full: _

Tate of birth:

Citizenship: AEAINEn st Ovm Married? _1/'-47—:\ 1.c
. -~ - ‘es or Ne
Home address:.. e 2Pk A FToator oo
Where was your father ln'\.'r‘.E...(ZM_;._?’_._.___\V"H'I'( was your mother horn?____(Z 21,
[~

Are your parents living? e i i g
Are your parents divoreed?.__ WX __________ilave youa stq‘.p:\rer.r?_.,‘,,m&:‘ L3 dmmads
Name and address of nex: to kin %M,W....M XALL

The following must be filled out to cover the last vear for those under 19 and the last 2 years fo
over !9, In the case of non-employment, substitute school history.

Employer's His His

| Length of Employment
Name I Address Business -

" From “To

You Were
Employed as

Do you drink intoxicating liquors? If so, to what extent? ._._.... M,G)‘ ..........................

Have you ever been arrested? If so, for what?_____.__ }flc(?: ______________________

Have you ever been in a reform school, jail, or penitentiary, or have yon ever been convicted of any crime?

,,,,,,,,,,,, AN o R s

Have you ever served in the U. S, Navy, Marine Corps, Army, Naval Auxiliary, Coast Guard Service? $2g~
If 0, how lONg e comeme e What is the date of last discharge? ... ...
Character of discharge? mu o ol Are vou now or have you heen a member of the National

Guard or Naval Mnim?,,,_n_f_tx‘__,,_______

emrmmm e oo - Prpducq discharge.
1 Sign herc).ﬁ_‘gf\_ e X FAALAA

ACCOPLEd: oo cacssemanessassnssassasamnssss Cause of rejection: cecretvnremramdancincmcecarnevannmans

going on there is unclear. However, aside from the fact that he was 6 foot tall, any
reasonable medical examination would have quickly revealed that John Baldwin was
NOT 19 years old. John maintained the false birthdate of Sep. 21 1909 throughout his

Navy career.

John was first sent to an enlistment centre in Cincinnati, OH for processing then
transferred to the Great Lakes Training Center in lllinois (Chicago) for basic training as
an Apprentice Seaman. Coincidentally, we know that, in 1925, Roscoe Baldwin was
stationed at the Great Lakes Training Center. Roscoe’s role in John’s naval career may

be underestimated.

1926

Upon graduation from US Navy basic training, John requested and was granted 10
days leave on Jan. 15 1926. On this leave, he travelled home to Kitts Hill, OH. Upon his
return from leave he was assigned to the destroyer, USS Kane (235). At this time the



Kane was operating along the east coast of the United
States and in the Caribbean. John’s rating was
upgraded in Feb. from Apprentice Seaman to Seaman
Second Class, and in Aug. to Seaman First Class. He
took 17 days leave in May. In Oct. John qualified as a
1st class swimmer and a marksman on a rifle course.

1927

In Apr. 1927, John’s rating changed from Seaman First Class to Signalman Third Class.
This, to fill a vacancy following his qualification for the rating per examination. On July
1 1927 John was transferred from the USS Kane to the US Naval Hospital, Brooklyn,
NY for “treatment”. There was no indication in the records of the type of ailment being
treated. However, it must have been serious, perhaps even life threatening, since he
spent the next two months hospitalised (see 1931 below).

On Sep. 9 he was cleared for duty and was
transferred back to the USS Kane, where he
remained until Nov. 1927. At that time, he was
transferred to the USS Hopkins (249), another
destroyer. This ship also operated along the east
coast; New England ports in the summer and
Charleston, SC in the winter.

1928

1928 would prove to be a momentous and life changing year for John Baldwin. The
records for this year are numerous and detailed. There’s a lot to unpack. Let’s see what
happened.

On or about Oct. 23 1928,
John was granted ship e R R PP,

liberty from the USS "“""“‘[Z&MA} ) ORIGINAL
Hopkins, which was in \”_ T NAVY DEPARTMENT

port at Charleston, SC. He NAQ 35 B RANK V NugM SR 36
did not return from liberty 20my, .

and, 10 days later, was ?a‘ o 2 o

declared a Deserter. A B
‘Declaration and Reward 1003 DUPE Qu MAN THIRD CLASS SERVICE NUMBER TW® SEVEN

[ ———— 1T

for Deserter From U.S. NINE TWO ZERO NINE TWD DECLARED A DEJGRTER ON THREE NOVEMBER FROM
Naval Service” was sent ZERO EIGHT HUNDRED TWENT YWOUR OCT0RZR NINETEEN TWENTY E(SNY AT CHARLESTON
out. The reward was set SOUTH CARQLINA 9890

at $50 for his Ji 1286




apprehension. The Declaration included a full physical description, including his
fingerprints and specific placement of “Rising Sun” tattoo on his right arm. His
commanding officer aboard the USS Hopkins,

R. B. Hammes, filed the following report:

It’s interesting that his personal belongings

]
onboard the ship were auctioned off - Neme_ BA LT, Joan
presumably to his shipmates. And, his next of NoBTY=E0=IR. Rats UGG a oo (b
kin were notified. Thus, if John’s parents did Dato reportad .12, NOYAMDOT, 1927, -
not before know he was in the Navy, they did ;3,‘2 _______ UaSaSa. BOPCANGS
NOW. From ....... o fa S S AN fia ;

6=15-28: Completed elementary

John’s desertion set in motion all manner of instructions in chemical wargare
US Navy dispatches and reports, all filed E e ae e el
according to the US Navy Bureau of /ﬁ/;glﬁ”’“”“k
Navigation Manual - then responsible for © ri B."EAwES,
enlisted personnel matters. Iaeutezims Somms (AT O8Ny

Comnmandings -
10-24-28: Absent over 115?4”41'015
0800 this date. 10-25428. Notioe

— of stragglers rewam (N.Fav.67)
i mailed. 11-3-28. Declared a
’ " U.5.5. HOPKINS (249) deserter this date at Charlesto
Charleston, 5.C., S.G., having been A.,0.L. 10 dBJ
< ENARROT A0 from 0800 10-24-28. Ko known
evident intention of desertlon.
From* Com-anding Officer. ) Bai. Nﬂv- notified by despatoh
To @ The Chief of the Bureau of Navigetion. and lett er. Next Xin notiﬁe
Subject: g;uz‘:?:anhoﬂ;n, K0.279-20-92, SMBo., USH., by letter. Effmts 501_-4 ﬁt ans-
= ’ tion this date.Clothg.in ogr: ¢ ond
Reference: (a) Art.D-8005 Bu. Nav. Manual - 1925 Revised. turned over to Asgts fog 15831
(a) s . in oonpnsz;oe w#ith instructions contah.\:‘rtl in retfihmnce m carring acts. No alleot» or
, the 11 owis informatio onoerning the desertion o e :
Sitlﬂectenegedomagslsnmb:?.tte::c Sl insurance. FPay aots. ordered
; olosed out to, ‘38’“" rblls.
(a) BALDWIK, John. (\/ 3
{b) Signalman third class. / = B %
(o) 279-20-92. Date tranaterred -""ﬁxga‘%inéﬁ ComnAnaeT; USH
{a) Charleston, 5.C. Ta - Qm LA : LA 41
T RSATIO, T nL
(e) 0BOO 24 October, 1928. S s, Bt
(£) Over leave. """é"‘-"“‘""‘“c“"f“.‘ﬁ".ﬂ!\mf".' &t e
Dato received .——-meveg-gs-rreroiz:: el
(g) Service record will be forwarded to Bureau of Ship sl ]
Iétiiv%‘gatjion as suoix as returrtwd ;y ;:sélstantdf:r or . SRR oo e
raing, oarr; accounts; hea record trans- : ; .
fegr::d tosﬂureauyut;.‘sl\[erlicma and Surgery; the Assis- Station ! ' Cﬂ'."(gf %l.v?‘: -
tant for Disbursing, U.3.3, DOEBIN, has been directed From -
to forwarmied pay asccount to Uffiser in Charge Yessrters : | . H qy)
Rolls, Navy Department, iashington, J.C. T : 8
/"”) ) / 81 and rank of C: ding Officer. 48111
_______________________ ol see "

The incident ended on Nov. 5 1928 when John surrendered at Cincinnati, OH - at the
Navy Recruitment Station where he enlisted three years earlier. In this regard, the
following radiogram was sent:



R U. S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE
SRS

. 5 November 1928
From: Officer in “harge UeS«N.R.Station,Cincinnati,vhios

To: Bureau of davigation, Navy Jepartment, Weshington, D.C.
3

1005 John Baldwin Z20-92 signalmen third deserter U.3.S.Hopkins gince
23 Vet surrendsrsd this station this daete stop oconfined countly

jail stop Telogruphic instructions requested U93V
Navy “‘scruiting

T.H.Willismson,&ieut. USK.
in “horge

John was confined to a county jail awaiting further instructions. Instructions received
on Nov. 7 were to transport John to the Naval Training Station Great Lakes - where
John took his basic training. A ‘Report of Return of Deserter’ was filed:

URGENT

REPORT OF RETURN OF DESERTER

U.s. Haval Trafning Station,
9 Tioverber, 1928. 92

Frox: Commanding Officer,

To:  The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation.

T have to report that SALDYIN, John {Tove) SH2e., U. 5. N,
g en 4 to “omoafall) G
279-20-92 [l EEERIRE. 0 i o Cinodnnets, V. o 6 Tovender iy 8
(Service number)
and {surrendered i on board this vessel on .9 Novenber, 1928 ssa deserter from
U.8. .S ..!i.‘).?@li‘ﬁ.._.,_.,.._,.,...._...._.._.,._.,,,...., since . 0730, 24 October, 1928,
{€hip or Station) (Daz)

Descriptive list made from examination since arrival on board is appended.

Transferred under guard to = at by

Cost of his personal transportation ($........... .= ) has been checked sgainst his

sccounts and credited to the appropriation “Transportation and Recruiting.”

Rﬂwudf‘“ }res T boon paid.

has not,
{Croas out one)
Disposition of records and accounts
Noze.—Disposition of pspers muust be given if an abssntes retures to his own command,

L.X. Clevelund, oieut.Ull.,

AOL or AWL and DATE must be obtalned from abseatee upon returning.

Norx.—Tho above form shall be Slled out in duplicate and forwarded IMMEDIATELY upea return of & desertor. Upoa recalpt of this notice the
Duresu will request tho proper forwarding of the man’s accounts from the ofcer in charge of *“ Desartors’ Roll."” A—TOIT B a SereneuEet AT WY
Lnter here any additicnal ¢ata pertinent to this man's case and which will give the Burwu betier kaowledgo of is status:




The good news here is that on Nov. 16 1928, the US Navy Bureau of Navigation
determined that John was AWOL, NOT a Deserter - an important distinction. He was,
however, to be tried in Summary Court-Martial on Nov. 22 1928.

o 16 Bovember 18
lst. Indorsement

From: The Chief of the Bureau of Navigation.

To: Cormandent, Bavel Treiping £tation,
Great lakes, I1l.
BALDWIN, John, 279-20-92, SNZe, USK.

SUBJECT:
Trial by summary court-martial,
T .
*nelosure: é.' §353’é€°r£88°59v'y Reoruiting Stetion,
Cincinnati, Ohlo, deted 8 MNcv., 1928.
g AR The Bureau forwards herewith the service record of

tho above-named man from which the mark cf desertlon has been
removed as an erroneous entry, and directs that ne be i 1“,@'

sumpary cqurtsmafbhodnfofiatoHIoELEEE 1k 8son0e oF

from the

12, The pay officer should be instructed %0 remove the
merkx of desertion from this man’s accounts and furnished with a
certified copy of thls letter to be used as a pay roll voucher.

He was found guilty and sentenced to be
confined for a period of 25 days, commencing
Nov. 23 1928, and lose $30 per month of his pay
for a period four months. It does not appear that
his Navy rating was reduced.

He served his sentence at the Naval Training
Station Great Lakes, IL. It’s likely that his brother,
Roscoe (stationed there), visited him while he was
in confinement. John was released on Dec. 27
and transferred to the Navy Shipyard Receiving
Barracks, Philadelphia, PA for assignment.

The 1928 ‘AWOL for ten days’ conviction was a
permanent blemish on John’s US Navy career
record. It remained there until his retirement.

We will never know what motivated John to go
AWOL. He obviously went back home to Kitts
Hill. It’s likely that his parents, and perhaps his
brother Roscoe, convinced him to surrender, take
his punishment, and remain in the Navy - which
he did. He was now 19 and perhaps this was a

9
Namo. BALDYIN, John,
No. 279 =20=9 877 il mmama gty o
{BA
Date reported .. L‘I(; Vil . 1‘32_8 ..................
Sh'p JeleleleBoe, TR3AL LAMES, ILLS,
S\‘ghon

DELEERIION - U.u.s. HUPKINS

A.UoLe from U.Z.3. HUPIINS sivce
24 UCTOBsR 19288, UL LERED to
naval ziard at JIICTHIIATI, Ohio,
on O RNUVIE3uR 1928, CURRLEDZRAD
at this station on 9 LUV.LBER 1228.

28 HOVIWGER 1928: SULMARY CUURD-
WARLTIAL - FSUULW JUILTY. SavlagGice
a8 ayproved; U i. CUNFILLLY FOk A
LudiUo OF JoondY-2LIVa (25) DAYS AND
IV LOULL LHIRLY Luwsdids ($90.) 28R
WRIH OF IS PAY #0R 4 24RI0U OF
FUUR (4) WONTHS, LUTAL 0SS UL 24Y
AMOUL LT TV Oy HUNDRSD 1dSilY
VULLARS {yl20.). APPROVED BY
COXLAND LT Or™ICZR AUD ISIC ON 26
KOVI.BER 1223. PUBLISHZD 27

ROVAIBIR 1323,
(’fgszm BAER,

“COLDR., USH.

Ref: Art D-7028 Par 2(e), Bulav 'an.,
19256.
For general detail.

I 12/26/28
1o US Receiving Barracks, Philadelphi

T.2 CRAVEN, R Adm., USNM
Dato received 27 Dogombar - 1088

MA8) J.0. ROTSTD, Canbzia, USH

Signature and mdwwloﬁw 4—a111

strong lesson for him in life management, personal responsibilities, and consequences.



1929

As of January. 1 1929, John was assigned from the
Receiving Barracks at the Philadelphia, PA Navy Yard
to the USS Contocook (36; left in photo). His rating
was listed as Signalman Third Class.

The Contocook served the fleet along the Atlantic
coast and in the Caribbean. She towed floating
equipment, escorted submarines, towed target rafts,
brought disabled ships into port, and carried
ammunition, stores, light freight, and passengers
between east coast shipyards and to the fleet.

At the end of Mar. 1929, John’s record cleared such that he was able to again receive
pay. His conduct was rated as high. On Oct. 22 he was discharged Honourably, having
completed four years of service (minus the 10 days for AWOL), at the Navy Yard,
Norfolk, VA. He was issued an Honorable Discharge Certificate and Button and travel
allowance to Ashland, KY. His discharge record stated the following:

1. Recommended for reenlistment, Yes
2. Recommended for Good Conduct Medal, Yes

On Nov. 4 1929, John again applied for
enlistment in the US Navy, this time in Cleveland,
OH. On this application he continued to maintain
that his birthdate was Sep. 21 1906, making him
23 years old - he was actually 20. He was honest
about the AWOL and being in jail. And, he had a
full physical this time. His stated reason for
enlistment was “like service”.

Upon reenlistment, he was transferred to the
Navy Yard at Philadelphia, PA for assignment.
While there, he requested and was approved for
“...transferred to Asiatic Station, for duty”.

THE RECEIVING

Neme. BALDWIN, John {None}
{Name ia fall, m

No. _£79-20-98Rxto g:,ﬁ.:mgzn {84

Datereported ... 4. HOVemher 1929 . .
SWP __USH Reotg.StasCleveland,Uhio
Sutim  REENLISTLENT

4 November 1929.

Reenli:ted this date for a periocd
of four yezrs. Transferred to the
Reselving Station, Navy Yard,
Philadelphia, Pa. for assignement.,

BARRACKS

AT PHILADELPHIA, PA.

S December, 1929,

To:
Via:

Subjest: Requests transfer.

IN, Jehh, S,M.3e, {279~20-92) U
ol

I% is requested that I de trapnsferred to the

» 4
ASIATIC STATION, for duty.

2. My current salistweat expires om Novembder 3,



On Dec. 12 1929 John was o
transferred to San Francisco,

CA via the USS Chaumont Neme_ BAIDWIN, Jchn (N:Dxtf 1.):
ini fadi Namg in full,
(AP-5) to join the Asiatic Fleet. o 2.79_.,9_4‘)%2:: AHcaame Othc)o At

The Chaumont was a troop

ship. Thus, it's likely that John, | Datereported S November,1929,

while being transferred to San Shp REC.SPA.PHILA,PA,

Francisco, traveled through Station N = =

the Panama Canal from the From ... B30_CLEVILAND. +0H L0,

Atlantic side to the Pacific 19-18-29, ‘Transferred to Receiv ing
side. He was onboard the 'b_hlp,—v n Prunecisco,Calif ., HFT
Chaumont until Feb. 1930. via U3S CHAUKCHT, to Asiatic Stati:

for assignment by CinC Asiatic Fliu

Authori ty: JunavoLtLr.I‘Iav-boO LOB ¢
122-9-29.

1930

After sailing from the Navy Yard at Philadelphia, PA to the Navy Station at San
Francisco for nearly two months, John was transferred from the troop ship, USS
Chaumont (AP-5), to the destroyer USS Stewart (224), on Feb. 8, 1930.

M, T b
————— &

o U23 CIALLCUR TET 450 TIOS

e URATO. Lir TN
Sianature priFanks of Commanding Officor.

Dngec LY —— X 8 8 February 1930
Bﬁp UoBaSs SVEWART (224}

Bfat; EGE el wiig sk wrne Pis wiSCh
TR -t




John was stationed on the USS Stewart for
almost two years, until Dec. 1931. The Stewart
had a storied history. Built in 1919, she served
with Asiatic Fleet beginning in 1922, primarily

operating in Chinese waters. Scuttled in port at

Surabaya, Java, in 1942, she was later raised
by the Japanese and commissioned as Patrol
Boat No. 102. She came back under American
control in 1945 after the occupation of Japan.

While onboard the USS Stewart, John
successfully completed the education course
work to advance to Signalman Second Class
in May 1930. As a result, his rating was
changed accordingly. According to ship
records, his professional work and personal
conduct were reported to be exceptional.

Nome_ BALDUIN,
NoR7E8=80=82 Roto. SaMaS

Date reported

Station

John__{None)

(Nama {n foll, surname to tio 1oft.)

A A,
Co ik

8 February, 1950
STEVART  (284)

UoS.5, CHAUMONT )

Ship U.5.5.
or

5-31~30 RECORD CLEAR.

5/86/3G. Completed "Juvean of Nav-
ization Tgueantional Gow-ge Ffor
Signalean Second Class witk an av~
erage wark of B,

€ E thardes
S Fo RLDRUDEE,
Ligwidnent Commander, USH,
Commanding USH PTEVARY,

3/23/30, vhanged vete %o Sisnalwan
decond Class, qualified by examin-
ation with an average wark of B.43,
vacnncy exighting in approved allov~
ancee

tn all respects qualifisd in.

accordegee with Bulayv legual of 132

Aben s Bofav Giz, Tetr., 10~30,

L LEGHE O BUARD
S5ilc 1, 1
SMSe 1 0
BLZG 1 1
TOokAL 5] g

’2.5-,,- [ %ﬁ&@,{i@
mgﬁs P. BIOKEDEE,
Ilief“ enant COfﬁhZanderé US Navy

Date transferred ..Clgmma, 33 vrer [IH03 GOvitrapr

o R AR e R U A R B & L e =

1931

On Jun. 5 1931, while onboard the USS
Stewart, John was awarded the 2nd
Nicaraguan Campaign Medal. This, for duty
onboard the USS Kane, Apr. to Jun. 1927.

The Second Nicaraguan Campaign Medal
was awarded for service during operations in
Nicaragua from 1926 to 1933, during the
Nicaraguan civil war and the subsequent
occupation. An earlier campaign medal, the
Nicaraguan Campaign Medal, was awarded
for service in Nicaragua 1912.

_ CAMPAIGN BADGE RECEIPT

U.S.,S.STEWART, (224) aNanking, China .

June z 19.%1

From: John Baldwin
To: Buzzav or NavicaTron,
Newy Department.

Vra: Commanding Officer,
U. S. S. STEWART, (227)

Svmszor: Receipt of ===

The Bureau it informed thet T have received

Znd Hicaraguan Campzlen ladal---

. -~ /Ju L ‘l
" WZ{M////
C .
) S4GAlIEN B/ gmnmmmnm 7, 3. o,

-Forr.mrded by— %

Lientenani Commander, U. S. Na
Cormanding U.S.8. STEWART.(224

. Nav, 4 [ —————

i

w

204 Hicaraguen Campaign Medalw- !

1

]

4


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaraguan_Civil_War_(1926%E2%80%931927)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_occupation_of_Nicaragua#1927_Occupation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_occupation_of_Nicaragua#1927_Occupation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaraguan_Campaign_Medal

The awarding of this medal, with its associated 1927 participation timeline, is,
coincidentally, a month before John landed in a Navy hospital in Brooklyn, NY for two
months (see 1927 above). Did John contract some sort of tropical disease while on
duty with USS Kane in Nicaraguan waters in the Spring of 19277 It seems highly
probable.

On Dec. 4 1931, John was transferred from the : (éfgﬂ,ﬁgﬂw .
USS Stewart to the USS Borie (?1 5). The Borie ,ﬁigul_gogdg.jﬁ;g .gl iaxy_,_’ comandings _
was another destroyer in the Asiatic Fleet. She “Z_December,1951: Transforred %o U.5.3.
) ) “BORILE for duty in accordsnece with ¢D3
too had a storied battle history. .5 Dospateh0530 1757 of Hovember,193le

. s e .. &sDécember, 198,
During WW2, in the North Atlantic, the USS Borie i 8. 8. DORIE, z16)

1 H . r Mol oAA Do Me U8 AT -:
got mtola pitched battle with several German r L L TSut-conde S TBN. _ g
submarines. The battle was long and arduous ! D;:,oii mu.iifﬁf#ﬁ’f&iﬁéﬁiﬁf—__:_ K
with the Borie ramming submarine and then . s Y.s,8, DORTE {218) .

i i Swhon” iy o s, STEWART(224). 2
getting stuck on the top of the submarine. The . - Bom - UsB,8: STEWART | {224).

s

story is too long to recount here, but is well
worth examination.

The Borie received three battle stars for her
World War Il service as well as the Presidential
Unit Citation. Borie crew members were
awarded three Navy Cross medals, two Silver
Star medals and one Legion of Merit medal.

o

Not long after his transfer to the USS Borie, John “-:’mmégi‘mmwm,
NoRT9=20=02 Reto SMBG ... (fohr

requested and was approved for transfer to the USS bempuses__4 DeOGEDOE, 1931,

Canapus (AS-9). His stated reason for transferring was s T :'(I’;ﬁm

that he had served for the past six years on destroyers »

. . 31 Dec, 1931, Transferred to the |
and desired a change of duty. For this change, John had | ¥;%%, 5" for tuty 1 sccord.

to agree to extend his Asiatic Station for one year. A AR

3L Dec. 1951. In signing this
agi'uement to extend my tour of |
duty on the Asietic Station for a

. . . |
The Canopus was a sub_marlne tender with an assigned gg‘;x;’,&gﬁz, ‘igage:givngggt, |
squadron of six submarines. sorvice in' the Bevy oo o vnte |

and that it does not inolude or
imply en agreement that I will pe |
retained on any partioular duty

for the period of this extension of
tour of Auty opsilp Asint Station

BALDWIN. 1

31 Deo, 1831,

S8P. U.8.5. GANOPUS
Station . i
Fom .. UsSaS, BORIB. _ ~

e 'mﬁﬁu@mar.m%g.}

Bignature and rank of Comemandlng Officar.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presidential_Unit_Citation_(United_States)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Star
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1932

On Sep. 18 1932, John was reprimanded for a curfew violation in Tsingtao, China. As a
result, he was deprived of Shore Leave for a period of two months.

Though no specific 1932 date was registered, :

John was awarded the Yangtze Service Medal LEALDF!II\(IN dom ...
. . 210 in full, surname to the loft.)

for service onboard the USS Stewart, USS Borie No. 2792000 nio_____ SURO . . g4

and USS Canopus. Dataseported...BL., December, 1931,
e U.S,5. CANOPUS

. g Uos‘o s o

The Yangtze Service from B, BORTE

Medal was awarded for T
Lol S Tiolation of o

service in the Yangtze
River Valley between
Sep. 3 1926 and Dec.
31 1932, a period of
significant unrest in the
region.

ldh"fl,l o .,w,c' Q 0P
-2 Lot & s o™ FLOLN
ox GLL'E""Q" in o = 1014

u‘-\-l

A” J.«Q, _,\in.a.

=
=

8¢ L IJ.L PO-S" DN, B
: "0 "eprivition of
10 on Zopeitm ~in
EEVEARPIEE A o L] o e’ U
Dehaie “Q”Q.._“J_;:-JILQ 28~ ~88

9__,, 1-32, ".l'.'

On Oct. 28 1932, John

—
vt

YABGEE S—. KEDAL Iasm :

was transferred from Ay 2{ 4n29. (o

the USS Canopus to the Aewid - C.0- araly ,"”J -y

USS Pigeon (ASR-6). The Pigeon was first . o gL e

launched as a minesweeper and later converted * %gg;g;";;rf‘;igﬁfei’}e{ Lwc;evifi -
L 2 ¥ iy} 4

to be a submarine rescue ship. John would be of DPC.
stationed on the Pigeon for the next six years.

" Dato transforred .___28_Oetowar=igme . - .
A U.una. BIGION

ﬂ Le” 51y ‘B..__Ll.m.z_,_ﬂn_m o TSH
Date rccaived S-«még !Gé.enl%fc"m""iﬂ"g g

SMp  7.8.S. PIGEON. ,'"
Trom . UsS.8. cmopus. ,.

ﬂ?_&e HDLLQWBLL. _I.:.au.t~~ i), —

Officer. 40111
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1933

In Feb., onboard the USS Pigeon, John qualified in swimming and then qualified as a
sharpshooter (this, at the William McKinley Rifle Range, Manila, P.L.).

On May 10, John was admonished and punished for being “non-cooperative in medical
treatment”. Knowing, from later records yet to be reviewed here, that John had
contracted syphilis in 1931, this medical procedure may have been related to ongoing
treatment. At this time, arsenic, in combination with bismuth or mercury, was the
mainstay of treatment for syphilis until the advent of penicillin in 1943. One can only
imagine how this toxic chemical cocktail was administered.

In Sep., John successfully completed the Navy training course for Signalman First
Class; average 3.52. Passing the course did not result an an automatic rating upgrade.

But, a promotion could now be expected.

On Nov. 3, John, upon expiration of his enlistment, was Honourably Discharged. On
Nov. 4 1933, John reenlisted onboard the USS Pigeon for another four years of service.
And, he agreed to extend his Asiatic Station duty one more year.

Neme._ BALDWIN, John

(Moo In full, suraeme to tho loft.)

No. 279-20=92 Rate M2
Date reported ...a.e....Qc...t_Qbﬁ_I_s‘,...}Qﬂz.._.'__

o W DTANON oo -

{e:k

T UaSaSa CANOPUS,

18, September, 1933, Satisfactory .
completed the Navy Training Course
for SIGNAIMAN FIRST CLASS this date
with e merk of 3,52. , |
- SO M A et
J.A.Hollowell,
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy,
Commanding.

5 Novembsr, 1933 - Discharged this
date with HONORBLE DISCHARGE eboar:
this ve¢ssel at lanila, P.X., on ac~
count of oxpiration of enlisiment.
Recormonded for re-enlistmnt. Not
recomaénded for Good Conduct Iedal.
No time lost due to own misconduct,
Entitled to travol allowance from
Menila; Philippine Islands to Cle-

veland; Ohio.
’ A9 f
p.".‘ﬁ} fo’%r’f,.‘“

Iieutenant, U,S. Navy, .,
5 . Coma.'l;_ , T i
5 flov 1933: COredited travel allowane
£rom San Diego Calif to Cleveland O
(G TC Pl4/4) 2568 i, La7-68,Paid
162,71 ia fuXl-uwne: i-sch o
AL

¥ aas e
»etes

TEeT
T e
D e Py N Go:f.
990 Chawtemmyc — “5‘1?511 (ST UsHavy
To . 4

Nemo.. BALDVIN, John (none)
> (Namp in full, surmsme to ths lelt.)

No.279m20m92 Rate....SM2C {4

4 November, 1933 ~ In signing this
certificate to re~enlist, I undern~
stand that it is fox service in the
Havy a8 a whole, and that "1t dees
not include or imply &n agreemont -~
that I will be retained on any par-
$ieular duty for the period of my
enlistment.
S To signing this
certificate to extend my iour of
duty on the Asiatic Station, T un-~
dergtend that it is for service in
the Navy as a whole and that it does
not inelude ar imply an agreement
that I be retained on any particu-~
lar duty for the period of my ex=
tengion of tour of duty on the Asia.
tic Station, from 7 Augusi, 1933 to
7 August, 19

A Hollowall,
Lisutenant, U.S.Navy,
Commandl ng.
4 November, 1933.
RE~-ENLISTED THIS DATE ON BOARD FOR

‘> A PERIOD OF ?gg\(ﬁ}%m P
1 Dato transtorred A Hollowell, — .

I Ticutenant, U.S.Navy, -
O e GiERENG R B ¢




1934

On Jan. 8 1934, John was awarded a Continuous Service Certificate (actually received
on Feb. 13). This, for completing eight years of Naval Service, as of Nov. 1933.

On Jun. 5, John was admonished for being AWOL 4.5 hours. The punishment was
three weeks restrictions.

For some mysterious reason, in Jun. 1934, John’s job changed from Signalman to Malil

Clerk. This, in accordance with a Navy Dispatch.

On Aug. 3, John actually took possession the Yangtze Service Medal that he had been
awarded in 1932.

E

Name ..Q%LQ‘;L'ZN;_.Ig_hn...(no_rleJﬁT.___...-___

emp jn full, sumomo to the lefé,

@
No.R79220-92 Rate__SMBe. . _____ o
Dato raported .. 4_Novembsr] 19533

o S0P U.S.5,. PIGRON(isRs)

Btati
Trom . RE~ENLISTMENT

2-13=34: Recelved :‘(Fd;tinuous Serv-
ice Certificate #116737 thig d’atgf

‘)"
}.A. QOLLOWELL Lieutenant, USN, -Cd

5~21-84: A.0,L, from 2400, 5-19-5¢
to 0430, 5-20-534, a period of about
four (4:1 hours and 30 minutes~PU~

NISHMENT: Three (3) weeks restrio-
tion. g\%’jé {Z !I g
J.Hollowell,

Lieut enant;, U.S8, Kavy,
Commanding. -
5-84-34 ~ In signing this certifi~
cate t0 extend my tour orf auty on
the Asiatic Station, I undersbtand
that it is for service in the Navy

as a whole end that it does not in~

clude or imply an agreement: that I

be retained on any particulas dut
for the period of my extension gify

tour of duty on the Asintitc Btation,

from 7 Augyst, 19541t 7 .
1935. p SO 7 Aomat;

J hr'{/)ﬁ/él T
APPROVED: ()
Dato transforred __ el o el -

¢ HolIo
Liéutemant, WS, Navy,
Commanding; :

A

To

Nume . BALDYIN, John (nons) ...

(Nome in full, suraatas to the Jaft.)
No.B879-80~92 Rata__SHBG o &4

Datoreparted & November, 1933,
P U.8.8. PTGRON{ASRA)

Swflon. PR~ RNLIE THTNT

1 Avgust, 1934 - pesignated as Navy
Mail Clerk for USS PIGEON effective
from 28 June, 1934 in accordance wit
Bu.Nav.Despatch 6307-1600 of July,
1934 and J.A.G.0f the Mavy's letier
MM=Baldwin,John/L13-1(340512) dated
27 June, 1934, Credited with extra
compensation of $15.,00 psr month in
accordance with Art.D-5307 Bu.Nav.
Msnual, 1925. Approved allowanoce §

. Officers and 61 enligted men.
%ﬂo@wi 1:_ I

Lientenant,; U.S. Navy,
Commending.



1935

Let’s take moment to reflect on John’s ten years in the US Navy; 1925 to 1935. Recall
that he joined when he was barely 16 years old; Oct 1925. Now, he was 26. This,
though he continued to maintain with Navy official records that he was born in 1909
instead of 1906. Essentially, John came of age on ships exclusively populated by men.
How this fact affected his social skills with women, or men for that matter, is unknown.

Let’s examine his signatures, about ten years apart. In the first (leftmost), 1925, you
sense a shaky and somewhat insecure young man. In the second (rightmost), 1936,
you can visualize a matured man who has grown in confidence and swagger.

SO ————— g LT L
(Sign here‘).%():gd_jﬂ'ﬂ-:qééﬂ&&\,__m_-

The only documents we have for 1935 are two “Report of Examination for
Advancement in Rating”. They seem to be almost identical; exams for rating of
Signalman First Class. The first was in Feb. 1935; average @ 3.64. The second was
completed in Oct. 1935; average 3.72. Knowing that in Sep. 1933, John also passed
the same examination; average 3.52, this would be the third examination for Signalman
First Class. Surely, by this time he would have had the exam memorised. It may be that
he was trying to get back to being a Signalman instead of Mail Clerk.

Regardless, it would another year, and yet one more (4th) exam, before John would be
advanced to the Signalman First Class Rating.

1936

In Feb. 1936, John signed yet another Asiatic Station one year extension; expiring Aug.
1937.

In Apr. a dispatch was was received by o Rer S 5 apwid 1955

the USS Pigeon with a summary of John’s DALDRE, John, 275-20-92, Sigmissn 2o, U.3. New

Navy Service, to date - for what purpose 3

is unknown. Perhaps the captain of the RO L Sooorable. (8, gomoconx
i . . 11-441929 . NRS Clovelaui,Onio Honorable ‘E,;fsz’.my“

USS Pigeon, or a senior officer, requested |, ol e 15565 fhme)

his records ahead of a possible rating I bt o an s1me () o e

z the Burem: chow thi
advancement 1R S, ) L e v s
. o 2 . ~3-28; i 3 HE ]
gggdr‘!’l{:cmﬂuog. .uon:.’ 11-3-28; Fuop, none; :1._’DI, none; pickness due to
NidWin served &5 App.Sea. rom 10=-23-25 motil 2-126 whe,
_waa changed o SesZe,; on 9-1~26 he was rated Sealejon 4—5.‘-121"}811::'6;218-
;:;m::eza:g?da;g Siggain:nn 303 on 52630 his rating was ohanfad 50 Sig.
palnan 2 6-.%8-82? ~1-34 dwin wag designsted Javy Mail Cleric o2z :3t-
. XX CADOLFHUS ANDREWS
Chief of Burean
0.B. ‘Hatoh
By direction



In Oct. 1936, John, for the 4th time, took the exam for rating of SM1c (Signalman First
Class). This time his average mark was 3.67. With successful completion of this exam,
there was an endorsement added to promote John to Signalman First Class as of Nov.
11 1936.

o candidate jn accordance with the requirements of the Bureau of

Wa cerriry that we have EACH fhoroughly examiged
... fully qualified and do ... =-=_. recommend him for advance-

prigation Manual and thet we deem the candidate ... —Z. L7

vl algnadman first class A RE. ’
______________ i C. C.” BURLINGANE BB SOAMIDE, oo
U.8..Navy. Iient (je) (V.S Nay. Ch_Red_ Hlec, U.5. Naw.
Copy to Service Record. Original-to B of Wavi Ton
rrom: GeOs USS PIGEQY EERSEINDORTINGNE" . Date . 11~16-36

To: BUREAT OF NAVIGATION.

; RetrBoh SM.lc., effective 11-16~368 in
1. A; d and ded. Cgndidate y
aceor Bnce With CinCAR ﬁpéygs tsansed¥aag oF Nov4,1956, amd Asiatic Quota
Allowance: 15t class L ;3 2d class L ;3 3d class Q ; Total 2 NO._ 237,
On Bosrd: 1st class e ; 2 class__ & s 3d class Q { Total.. 8 _s i

T & GOVERNKEXT PRITIING CFZICE 0412

Additionally, in Aug., as a member of the Name_ DALDWIN, John (none)
USS Pigeon communication team NoB79 20 08 pue i o s
during, what seemed to be a fleet Datoreported __ & _NOVemb er, 1933, '
gompleélon ofhsome sor’;l;I 2(;1(3 place in : sz%p IeSa8. PICEON (ASRE)
- on 2
roup Four - he was entitied to wear a From _ eS8, PIGEON (Reenlistment)
red “E” on his uniform. ¢
: 8(25(5&: Member o{ communication
_ personnsl on U,5.8. F |
So, allin all, 1936 was a Qfetty 9090' during fiscel year, 1935-36 wh%fﬁa
year in the Navy for John “Johnny Was Second in Group FOUR, A;aiatic
Baldwin. ¥lest, and entitled to wear a Red

YET intll camplétion of the und.
cation Competition for the fggﬁl‘{m
year, 1l936-37, in accordance with
OpNav despatch 2205 1442 of August
1956, and CNO letr, Ope2ges 45-11 °
deted 14 .Augl}st., 1936, ’

e tonsmns, ;
He Bz teutenant, U.S, Nav s

i -~

' A1/16/36: ggging_ changed this date

m signalmen seccnd @

¢~ o signalman £irst elass in aocor@
with CinC AF despatoh 0512 1840 of
 November, 1936, and isiatic Guota
NO. 2-‘57’ Al'ti(lle 12759 udSD:NORQQW‘
1920, read and appointment accoptad,




1937

Apparently, the USS Pigeon placed 1st in the Group Four fleet communications
competition. So, John was entitled to $10 in prize money and to wear the white “E” on
his his service uniform.

John’s four year enlistment terminated on Nov. 3 1937 and he was granted another
Honourable Discharge. And, on Nov. 4, he once again reenlisted for another four years.
He was retained onboard the USS Pigeon for duty. He had now completed 12 years of
service.

e 20 mem e e el —. - - —

1

> £

Name  BALDWIN, John {none)

279‘”2059#}!“15 in full, m&(u tholeft)
’ No. Rate :
) e (nf:f.f.., Datesonoried..._ 4 November 1937
N..279 20 92y MG T B O BraE
i " 4 Novenber 1933 0 brpeed
S:ﬁp UsS.S. PIGRON ‘ meon_ Reenlisted on board ..
mn RE=ENLISTED ON BOARD : TOUR OF DUTY EXPIRSS 7 4uge 1938
< ARRIVED ON STATION. 7 Fabe 1930

v

11=4~37 3 Reenlisted thig date to
gérve fof a peried of four (4) full
yearse Retalned con board for duty.

! 11«3=37: Honorably Discharge this
date at Menile, Philippine Islanis
due to Expiration of Enlisima to
Issued Honoreble discharge #C187930%

Al vty | et o k.

Sl

] ek
Lleutenant, USN, ’ . X&hemmmgﬁ,g USK,
Commandinge o ] Oompandingc

Namo_ DALDWIN, John (none)
7279 80 gkl mpppigent)

Rate {%‘ﬁ.’
Dnt? reported 4 November 1937
Sl UeS. 5. PIGEGN(ASRG)

G
potion  peenlisted on board.

11=13-37: Completed twelve (12
gezesegvége ior pay puz'poseé '!:1)1:1.'2:9&“.i
ate, Order to gredit Longe
Disbursing Officer, BV e

W, B%j;' oN
eutenant, USN,

Commandinge
- —



1938

1938 would a year of change for John. He would leave Asiatic Station duty for the
continental US. His goal was to be on shore duty stationed either in the Ninth Naval
District (Great Lakes region) or the Fourth Naval District (Philadelphia, PA region).

The first document we have is one that proclaims that John qualified as a “Shell Back”,
by crossing the equator southbound at the 119th Meridian East on Apr. 30 1938.

Namo DAL 'T; John ('GOYIE)

(Nems fa full, surmams fo tho left.)

Xo. 279-50-9% pato S¥le ‘{%:t J,
Date reported 4 MNovember 1937 ‘ \
Sup  U,5.3. PTCTON(ACRS) 4
Ste,tx n - - :

.an: REENLESTDD O ROARD

ARRTT™D ON STATION 7 Peb. 19%0
TOUR OF DUTY EXTIRES 7 Aug. 1988

- mh e e e w MR M e we e ww ww e b e e e

SUALIFIED AE SHELL FAUK, )

GCROSSED THE BAUAT2 QG 11 E 119°
) .S, B, PIGECN i
r

LONGITUDE A 9 =00 =68 1531
SEUTHEIARR BOUND FOR
BUiSd LAST INDIES

119th meridian east &

8-23-28: Completed Rurean Mavigation
aducational course for Mlc and GOM
this da-te wlth e Pipal mark of 5. 28»

We also see on this document that John, in Aug., completed the education courses for
the Quartermaster First Class (QM1c) and the Chief Quartermaster (CQM). Chief
Quartermaster was his next rating goal.

In Sep. the USS Pigeon once again placed first in the Group Four fleet communication
competition. Again, John received a $10 prize and was entitled to wear the white “E”
on his service uniform.



Namo_ BALDWIN, John
‘ No.279 20 _Q_Q_m&mwm}n,
{ Date rep

. Bhip
or

"‘(lA’:t In Reply Refer Tot

1..4 November, 1937, /ASRe/PL6-3/M

: - U.S.S., PIGEON,
' From .___Re€nlistment,

TOUR OF DUTY EXPIRES 7 Aug. 1036,
ARRIVED ON STATION 7 peb. 1oge "

Member of Gommunica
Personnel on pss PIGmmdurin;i;?s
cal year, 1937-28, whici was first
in Group IV, Asiatic Fléet, and ep.
titled to prize noney- g tl’ne amoun;
Of 810,00, eand suthorizéq to wear I
the white "E" on service uniforms
Auth: ONO desp. 22831 1200 op Aug.'

From:

T

via :

subjects
1.

auty any ple
states prefe

sire .this type @uty o

/f"

PoprieA
Address: Asistic Station
Via: San Franclsco, Calif.

INITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET
LSUBMARH:IB SQUADRON FIVE

U. S. 8. PIGEON (ASR6)

jotorie, Hong Kong, B.CiCee .
V08 ootober, 1928,

S Ss NaVye
)i hn, #279 20 92, SMlic., U.
-gn%ugﬁ;fsgf {-bz pureau of pavigation.
comranding C£TiceTs

shore Duty, request fors

4 to shore
requested that I be transferrs
zew::hinq:he continental limits of the Uni:e%he
:'ably the Ninth or yourth Navel Distriets

hat I de-
making this request is 4
by raasog f-;religible in accordance with existing

1 have served at sea continuously for approximately

i
]
1958, end FIGEON lobr - Spr e
'% 1,3 Sept. 1988, I_‘SRG/;M = ” 8
- instructions.

‘10/29(581 Transferzed this date to
i the U.S,S. CHAUMONT for %
. transportation end £ th SR

to the United State
9530 1444 of sept, 1506

i "
IT o 5.
0CT% 1838

' ’ TN RIS

Do mgorns 20 Qo BB 10587

,;“ 5SS FF S
j Wel FSON,_Liow
§ Bhip

1.

é.
yanile, rhilippine Islands, expl

CH hich
the U.S.S. CHAUMONT Wi
g:' the United States on oT a

years and eleven (11) monthse

foh I was accepted at

ocurrent enlistmsnt for v i

ros 3 NovembeT,

for duty
ned to the United states

ie scheduled to depart from Manila
pout 25 November, 1938,

T am being retur

P i

on: Kong, B.CeTey
5. 5. PIORON (ASRE) TONE et 1808

mmending officer.
gge’ chia?eof the Bureau of Navigation.

Forwarded, recommending approvale
The statemsnits made by the ubove named men have

2.
peen verified and are correct.

V. Bi SAMPSON.

On Oct. 15 1938, John formally requested to be transferred from ship duty to shore
duty, effective as soon as possible. He had served at sea for almost 13 years and was

entitled to a change of duty.

Per above, his original request was to be transferred either to the Great Lakes Base,
where is his brother, Roscoe Baldwin, was stationed, or to the Naval Base at
Philadelphia, PA. This was not to be as we will soon see. However, the shore duty
request was approved and he was transferred from the USS Pigeon to the USS
Chaumont for transportation to the United States on Oct. 29 1938.

On Dec. 21 1938, John arrived in San Francisco
onboard the USS Chaumont. He was then

transferred to the USS Tennessee (BB-43). On Jan.
24 1939 the Tennessee delivered John to his next

duty ship, the USS Louisville (CA-28 - see right).

The USS Louisville was classified as a Heavy Cruiser.




1939

During the winter months of 1939 the Louisville participated in fleet exercises in the
Caribbean. She operated in these waters until May, when she returned to the west
coast. Presumably, during this tour, John was on duty as a Signalman, not a Mail Clerk.

In Apr. 1939, John was recommended for examination for Chief Quartermaster.

According to several sources, Navy Quartermasters: “... specializes in navigation, with
a focus on mapping and charts, as well as using electronic navigation systems. They
work as assistants to the Officers of the Deck and the navigator. They may perform ship
control as helmsman, or serve watch on the bridge. They maintain the ship’s Deck Log,
plot the ship’s position on charts, and maintain dead-reckoning of the ship’s position.
It’s a position with a lot of responsibility.”

On Jun. 6, John was arrested by civil authorities in civilian clothes, turned over to Naval
Patrol, and charged with “intoxication”. Punishment was one week’s deprivation of
liberty.

On Jun. 11 1939, while stationed on the Louisville, John began a letter writing
campaign with his future wife, Dorothy Dixon, then living in Los Angeles. In all, between
Jun. 1939 and May 1940, John wrote 35 letters to Dorothy. They are all part of the
companion story: “Dearest Dorothy - the Love Letters of Johnny Baldwin”.

In the middle of Aug. 1939, John

received new orders from Fleet e,
Command that he WOU|d be /cgzs/mc-zx/sz U. S. S. LOUISVILLE 11-Kiw
. . =2 Pedro, COali
transferred from the USS Louisville gt ekl iy
to the Fleet Radio Base, San i Nty G,
To = BALDWIN, John, 879 20 92, S,l, lc,, U,S, Navy,

Clemente Island for permanent duty.

Subject: Orders.

. . . Reference: E{a)) gomliasel‘or mailgram 6016 1018 of Zugust 1939.
2 c3
ThUS|y, W|th a series Of Sh|p ) ComBeseFor despatch 6081 1480 of August 1839,

. 1. Upcn receipt of these orders and when directed by proper
transfers, John was delivered to San euthority, you will proceed and report to the Commending OFficer,
U.S8.8. CIMARRON for t*a:xsnortau_on and further transfer to U.S. S

BADADUCE, f 1 rtati d furth transf to FLEET RADIO
Clemente ISIand on Aug 29 1939 BASE, Sr_t’é ;.;Lmlrv%spgor&au:;.agn a‘écozzznce wiugrregerenoe (a).

2, This is a pemanen*‘ change of station within the mean-
- ing of the Act of May 18, 1920, and you are entitled to such trans-
portation for your dependents and household effects as is authorized
by lawvi,

Transportation will be furxnshed you to the U.S.S. CIL-

---____;__':"‘_"' _____ | ARRONVia ship's boat.

~21-39, Transferred this dete to > ¢ i G i i
Fleet Radio. Base, San Clemente for ‘ tsredén;mil. Your records and accounts will be forwarded via regis-
duty. Auth: ComBaseFor mgilgram-6

016
1018 of August 1939, Via USS S TARRON !
TFT USS BAGADUCE f£ft.Sen Clem¢nte, |

Date trnstored . &9 Ausmat, 1070 o musi s Simismeon 8 mumimumss : mmmmmm - - oo

; URSKEMERNT U.5.8., CIMARRON San Pedro, Calif.

roilﬁ@&yﬂgg o Hase;>San Clemente. W 0 25 Angust 1959,
|

. Qmwg.e&ku.ﬁm. { From: Commanding Officer.

Date recuived,, _geptembex_;”i ‘ To : BAIDWIN, John, 279 20 92, SMlc, USN.

Ship S FLETRABASE, Sanclementel’.s Cal. T, Reported thls date for tremsportation. -

Stat /

ol .8 .8. LOUISVILLE ; : ; % A Bk

‘)’}“fﬂ AQDERSW L., USH.

Signature and rauk of Commanding Offcrs  $-0i1

Wm. W. Beh )
Wm e r-ens H‘%




Later that year, on San Clemente Island, John took the exam for Chief Quartermaster
(CQM). There is a document stating this occurred, but no exact exam date was
indicated.

1940
John “Johnny” Baldwin married Dorothy Dixon on May 11, 1940 in Yuma, AZ.

On Jun. 27 1940, new orders fulfilling his 1938 request for shore duty in the Fourth
Naval District were received; Inshore Patrol Base, Cape May, NJ. However, these
orders were cancelled, presumably because he was now married, changing his
priorities.

On Aug. 5, John was recommended for appointment to Warrant Grade Boatswain. A
Boatswain is: “A warrant officer or petty officer in charge of a ship's rigging, anchors,
cables, and deck crew.” Basically, a ship’s deck boss.

On Dec. 18 1940 John was transferred from San Clemente Island, to the Naval Net
Depot, Tiburon, CA. He would travel there by private car, with his new wife.
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1941

John’s good marks on his Chief Quartermaster
(CQM) exam in 1939 was rewarded on Feb. 28
1941 when his rating was upgraded to CQM
(temporary).

On Nov. 3 1941, and like we have seen
numerous times before, John’s enlistment
expired with an Honourable Discharge. Then, the
next day, he once again reenlisted - for another,
and final, four years - with a CQM rating.

. Nama BALDWIT:";\ JONN_ —m
(Nomp in full, ma
No.279-20-92 Rato CE)?(AK?BM) (a4
X {&:
Date reporied __Decemher 20, 1940,

"wUS_NAVAL RET DEPOT,TIBURON,CAL.

Name.

Neme . BALDWIN, Jol

(Nowo I full, sarnams to the loft.)

N0.879-20-92  Rate. SMlc USN {a:4
Date reported DECEMbST 20, 1940
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2-28-41. Rating changed from SMle t
ggm(u), effective Februar
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1941, Authority: Bunar
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ment; NOT recommeunded for good conduct
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I hereby waive my right to apply for
transfer to the Fleet Reserve until

after I have served two (2) years in
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—-—--yeara from date,

It’s important to take note that with this enlistment he
would be able to transfer to Fleet Reserve (leaving
active duty) after two years; Nov. 1943. And, we see he
now has 16 years of net US Navy active service.
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1942

These next two years were to be life changing in a big way for John. The official Navy
documents for this period are detailed and numerous. | will do my best to summarise
what happened and include relevant documents and document snippets. Let’s get
started.

Dato transterrod May 21, 1942

John’s shore duty at the US Naval Net Depot, ToUSS CATALPA %

Tiburon, CA was short Ilvgd. Op May 211942 o HAIGHT , COMANDER SN PTG)

he was again onboard ship. This time he was of Commanding Offivers
Date recoived .. Ilav 914\ 1940

assigned to the USS Catalpa (AN-10/YN-5). Spy o o cupATRA

John, as of Apr. 11942, was made a eNIS_NAVAL NET DEPOT, TIBURON, ,czu
permanent rating of Chief Quartermaster P38,
(cQwm). F.J. CEORGE Lo (1e), DSIR (P16)

The USS Catalpa’s main role was to serve the U.S.
Navy ships and harbors during World War Il with her
protective anti-submarine nets. After loading equipment
at the Net Depot at Tiburon, California, Catalpa sailed
24 May 1942 for the Fiji Islands, arriving 14 June. At
Nandi, Suva, and during October and November 1942
at Funafuti in the Ellice Islands, Catalpa laid and cared
for harbor entrance nets, protecting important South
Pacific Ocean bases.

. Name __ SALDA sohn (n 2
In Jul. 1942, by order of the President, John was o 270 ;: ‘R&;m?n)mwm ot
appointed to the rating of Boatswain (temporary), Date sopored 127 21, 1942
recognised officially on the Catalpa on Sep. 29. ey CATALA

From .. U8 BAVAL LE? LFOT, RIBLEGT, OALI

Apparently, in order to be appointed to the Boatswain : -
rating (permanent), a physical had to be completed.
This was done to insure the sailor was capable of the
Boatswain’s strenuous deck duties. So, on Nov. 5

orboxr 29, 1942

This date appointod Boatsw rain, U8, Tomporar,

1942 he went ashore to Advance Base Fan Tan One ATpcinizons, tp teke munk from Jaoer ) 204
(WW2 Code name for the Fiji Islands) for a medical ippointrent accepted,

exam. Other than missing five teeth and the statement

that he had been infected with Syphilis in 1931, the A o
exam was normal and John was “qualified for all o e

duty”, and, thusly, appointed to the Warrant rank of -

Boatswain. The medical report was forwarded to
Washington DC, Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.

On Nov. 30, the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery sent the following letter:
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John had to be reexamined because the Nov. 5 medical examiner had failed to give
complete details about the Syphilis serological tests as required by the Medical
Department. This apparent error or laboratory incapacity resulted in John being
disqualified for the Warrant Grade of Boatswain until such time of full compliance with
serological testing reporting requirements.

Meanwhile, John’s commanding officer, Francis A. Gherini, wanted to promote
Boatswain John Baldwin to Ensign John Baldwin.

“An Ensign in the Navy is the lowest commissioned officer rank, typically responsible
for leading a division and undergoing training. In the US Navy, it is equivalent to a
second lieutenant in other branches of the military.”



Now, for me, the fact that John’s commanding officer would recommend that an
enlisted man be promoted to the officer ranks, is quite remarkable. | did a little

background checking on Francis A Gherini. Turns out,
moment to reflect on the life of this gentleman.

U.5.5. CATALPA (YN 5)
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Calif,

December 28, 1942

Froms The Cormanding Officer
Tes: The Chief of the Bureau of Navael Persomnel
Subject: BALDWIN, John (n), 279 20 92, Boatswain, USN
Reference: (a) AINAV 25/

1 In accordance with reference (a) it is recommended

that the subject named man be advanced from the grade of Boatswain
to the rank of Bnsign.

HN Since this officer hos been attached to this command
he has evidenced such & degree of loyality - both to tlhe men under
him and to officers over him - as to be of the highest order. Iiis
character and integrity are of a caliber which leave little to be
desired. He is possessed of all the necessary professional quali-
ficetions incident to the rank of ensign and it is emphatically
believed that he will continue to be a credit to the navy he served
so valiantly for 18 years.

® Francls Ghernnl;
Sued U.S. Over Ranch
Francis Gherini, 84, who fought

and won a battle with the federal O% 8
government after it seized his 44
Santa Cruz Island ranchland for a F.4. Gherini

park. Gherini, who was born in San Lieut., USNR
Francisco and lived in Ventura,
was the patriarch of a family that
since 1880 had owned thousands of
acres of land on Santa Cruz Island,
one of the Channel Islands off the
Ventura County coast. A lawyer
who specialized in immigration is-
sues, Gherini was for a decade the
only attorney in the county to
speak Spanish, family members
told The Times. His battle with the
National Park Service started in
1997 after the service condemned
and seized his 6,200 acres on the
island. The park service offered to
pay him $4 million for the property,
but Gherini considered that a pal-
try sum and decided to sue. This
February, after a three-week trial,
a jury awarded him $12.7 million.
But his health had been in decline
of late. Gherini had a quadruple
bypass late last year and was also
required to undergo dialysis three
times a week. On Tuesday from a
head injury he sustained after col-
lapsing in the driveway of his|
daughter’s home. I

he too has story. Let’s take a

GHERINI, Francis, 84, passed away
in Pasadena, California April 28th
1999, after sufferingma cerebral
hemorrhage. Born in Francisco
he grew up in Hillshorough, and

aduated from the University of

alifornia at Berkeley and Stanford
Law School.

He is survived by the love of his
life, his wife of 57 years, Inez and
his children Denny, Cathi Beauclair

John), and Andrea Gherini Gallant

Brad), his ndchildren Frank

Angie), Eric, Charlotte, John

ennifer, Nicole, Chelsea an
Patrick, and his sisters Marie
Ringrose and Ilda McGinness, both
of San Francisco.

During WWII he served as a US
Naval Commander in the Pacific
Theater. After discharge he set his
law practice in Oxnard, and

racticed for nearly 50 years in
entura County. He served as
Bresident of the Oxnard Rotary
lub, and was a member of the
Kntg\lts of Columbus, He was a
fourth generation Californian
whose great grandfather, San
Francisco businessman Justinian
Caire, acquired Santa Cruz Island
in 1869. Francis continued ranchin
operations there until the Nationa
rk Service acquired his land in
1997, Francis was a long-standin
member of the Adolfo camp o
Rancheros Vistadores. His friends
on Rancheros all considered him a
¥ood and decent man, valued as an
articulate and witty communicator
with a keen sense of humor. He
cherished many great friendships
and had great stories to tell from

his Rancheros rides.




Back to John - But, none of this was to be; no permanent Boatswain rating, no Ensign
promotion to the officer ranks. On Dec. 28 1942, John “Johnny” Baldwin’s Navy career
was about to come to an abrupt termination.
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from the Naval Dispensary on Fiji to the US Naval Hospital at
San Diego for an “indefinite” hospital stay.

On Feb. 5 he was detached from any and all active duty
assignments so that hospital treatments could continue.

A Report of Medical Survey was filed on Apr. 6 1943. In it ftammacr 10 e de e
was a statement that John had been admitted to the sick list i i et Sl
onboard the USS Catalpa for swelling of both legs, both
ankles and feet for three weeks. Urinalysis revealed
persistently high albuminuria. After rest and a regulated diet,
the swelling subsided and the John felt quite well. It was
recommended that further treatment would be necessary.




The diagnosis of the Apr. 6 Medical Survey was: Nephritus, Acute.

What is Nephritis?

“Nephritis occurs when parts of your kidney become inflamed (swollen). This swelling
prevents the kidney from working properly to filter waste from the blood. Nephritis can
be caused by infection, autoimmune or inflammatory conditions such as lupus, genetic
disorders, or other conditions.”

What causes Nephritis?

+ Allergic reaction to a medication.

* Autoimmune disorders, such as lupus.

+ Bacterial infection, usually starting in the bladder.
* High calcium or uric acid levels in your blood.

* Kidney stones.

* Long-term use of certain medications.

* Low potassium levels in your blood.

* Medication side effects.

* Surgery on your urinary tract.

On Jul. 3 1943 another Report of Medical Survey was conducted. In it, the diagnosis
was changed from Nephritis, Acute to Nephritis, Chronic, by reason of sequela.
Sequela is defined as “a condition which is the consequence of a previous disease or
injury".

In this case, the Medical Survey states: “Disability is not the result of his own
misconduct and was incurred in line of duty”. So, somewhere, somehow, John
contracted a disease or infection that resulted in the onset of Nephritis. Knowing that
John was in a US Navy hospital in Brooklyn, NY for two months; from Jul. to Sep.
1927, one is left to speculate its relevance to the Nephritis diagnosis.

The Jul. 3 Medical Survey stated John was Fit for Duty; limited to duty ashore
commensurate with his physical disability.

On Jul. 7 1943, the
Bureau of Medicine and
Surgery Disapproved of
the Jul. 3
recommendation.

Instead, it
recommended that
John be ordered to
appear before a Naval
Retiring Board.
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https://en.bab.la/dictionary/english/previous
https://en.bab.la/dictionary/english/injury

The wheels of the US Navy personnel machine were now in motion. A series of legal

actions took place over the course of the next few weeks that ultimately placed John
Baldwin on a Navy “Retired List” and forced him to civilian life.

Aug. 10 1943

Aug. 27 1943




Nov. 11 1943

John was placed on a US
Navy Retired List as of Nov.
1 1943, with the rating of
Boatswain.

He was wished “... many
years of happiness”.

Dec. 1 1943

Home: Kitts Hill, OH



1944 - 1967

The US Navy, as part of John’s retirement agreement, required him to advise the Navy
annually of his current address. Below is the chronological list of reported addresses:

1. On Nov. 9 1944, John reported his address changed from Kitts Hill, OH to 5230 St.
John Ave., Kansas City, MO and that his Next of Kin was Dorothy Lee Baldwin.
On Sep. 15 1945, Dec. 13 1946, and Dec. 15 1947, John reported his address as

310 S. Chelsea St, Kansas City, MO.

Gate, CA.
CA.

Los Angeles, CA.

On May 13 1957, John reported a “Record of Emergency Data”. On this document are
two distinctive details of interest.

On Aug. 24 1948, John reported his address as 8444 Beechwood Ave., South
On Nov. 27 1948, John reported his address as 10942 S. Arlington, Los Angeles,

On May 4 1949 and Nov. 22 1952, John reported his address as 10942 S Van Ness,

s P 22 e
RECORD OF EMERGENCY DATA
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVIRSE SITORE MAKING INTRIES
1. DESIGNATOR'S LAST NAME —FIRST NAME —MIDOLE NAME 2. PRESINT SERVICE NO. 3. RANK, lAl(cwoe) |¢ DATE OF BIRTH 5 SEUCION X
BALDWIN, JOHN (WMI) 199189 HROSN | 19-21-09 |Prostestant
& HOME ADDSESS AT TIME OF BNTRY INTO SERVICE 7. PUOR ML SERVICE 'M SERVICE NO.
Evs Olne _219:20:92
#. SOCIAL SEQURITY NO.
Kitts Hill, Ohie
(DATE LAST ENTRY) M‘Ioo}
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10, WIFE OR HUSBAND (If sses, 10 siate)
11092 south Van Mess Avenus, Los Angele L7, calif
11, NAVE OF CHILDREN (If nose, 1 sich. [ siep or cdopied, e vofe) ADCHESS T mameo | sex | DaTe oF mikm
Linda Carrell Baldwin 10942 8. Van Ness AVo., X |F[9=17-41
Los Angeles 47, Calif. | |
2 fATHER ADORESS
Dsceasad
13, MOTHER ADDRLSS
Deceassd
14. ADULT NEXT OF KIN NOT NAMED IN ANY OTHIR TEM ADDRESS
= T
14a ASONS RECEIVING MORE THAN SO PERCENT OF THEIR TONSP DATE OF BIFTH
SUSPCRT TROM WE (OTHER THAN WITE OR CHLDREN UNDER 21) loreed AT i
|
15. PERSONIS) NAMED ABOVE WHO ARL NOT TO BE NOTFIED DUE { ADDSESS
TO W MEALTH
FIRST NAVE — MIDDLE NAVE — LAST NAME T Anugss o RELATIONSHP
16, BENEFICIARY POR GRATITY PAY IN B
THERE S NO !WlVlN SPOUSE “ lll —
OISLE CHLDRENL NAME PARINTS OR
“QD'(I‘ OI ﬁs"“ ONLY (. L &81
B4h Co
17. BENEAICIARY OR BENDNICIARLS :
FOR UNPAID PAY AND ALLOW- | %
AN“‘I' L4 4th Cor
g PERCENT OF 9'AI S
UST TOTAL 100 '!l:! “
18. PERSON 10 RPCHVE ALLOT. | FERCENTOF
MENT OF PAY If MISING OX [PAYEACH MO|
INABLE TO TRANSMIT FUNDS,
19. INSURANGCE POLICIES IN FORCE INCLUDING USGLI AND NSUI (Agencies o be netfied in cose of ceath in octive service] _
FULL NAVE AND ADORESS OF COMPANY ADDRESS OF OFFICE RECHIVING PAYMEINT OR "cﬂ! onfet I POUCY NO.
20. SERVICE ORGANIZATION AND ADDRESS OF DESIGNATOR DATE SIGNED
U. S. NAVY 10942 S. Van Ness Ave., Los Angeles L7 Calif 5-13-57
21. SIGMATURE OF WITNESS E 27. SIGNATURE OF DESIGNATOR
4 7 oo
,

DD, o7, 93-1

»w‘lmu bes o
For Navy, Marin,

. C«p: and Coart Guard w
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Detail One: His Date of Birth is reported, for the first time, as Sep. 21 1909, not Sep.
21 1906 as he reported all through his active Navy career.

Detail Two: His rank is now reported as Chief Boatswain, Grade CW02. Somewhere
along the line, after his active duty retirement, his Boatswain (temp) rating
was upgraded. The CWO02 designation indicates he was rated a Warrant

Officer - Chief Warrant Officer 2.

A Chief Warrant Officer is the U.S. Navy's “entry-level billeted warrant
officer rank. Warrant officers serve as technical specialists with command
authority within their field of expertise and hold a variety of positions
essential to the smooth operation of the Navy.” They are officers ranked
above all non-commissioned officers, but subordinate to the lowest officer
grade.

How this advanced rating occurred is unclear. Apparently, not all documents
related to John Baldwin’s US Navy career were archived. It may be that John, following
his active Navy retirement in 1943, was still an Inactive Navy Reservist until 1945.
Subsequent to his initial 1943 retirement, his rating and grade must have been
promoted. And, then there was this from 1958:

RETIRED RESEARCH SHEET

WAHE(Last, first, midale) s CRADE

» s 4 \ E
3 Pye 1N Tt N o PR
i IR Sk, 22 —

Date of Birth

Total Years Active Service

Total Years Commissioned Service (Above Warrant)

Pay Entry Base Date ot agiiie: b 1 by i B
Date of Original Retirement s T % Yr
Highest Rank Active List - - _’} - e
e 3 T
Date of Rank { ,'(h C vay ot L)

Ex-0Officer (P.L. 810)

Highest Rank for Pay Purposes

& k-
Retirement Acts / ¢ ¢ ) g/ f

Hoﬂorary Promotion (Grade)

Percent of Disability <

Type of Retirement

Source Code

Present Crade Code

Lineal Number (Flag Officers Only)

Effective Date of Rank in Which Retired | .“3 3 '_; Day ¢ Tr

Years Active Service in Grade in Which | = i y
Retired with Pay 52 / ?r- : Mos. .

DATE FREPARED: ‘ k. INITIALS : o )




On this “Retired Research Sheet” document, dated Apr. 24 1958, we see, with respect
to the previous 1957 Emergency Data Report, two anomalies.

1. His rating grade was scratched out and replaced with “W01”.
2. His 1909 birth date year was scratched out and replaced with “06”

We have one final pertinent document, dated Mar. 1 1968 - Report of Casualty, Non-
Battle:

& & &

gioisn ¥ bings




Summary of Service - Ships

SUMMARY OF SERVICE

Vessel or Station

From—

To—

. MRS, Cinclinmati, Ohio
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Vintage Photos of John Baldwin

CIRCA 1939; POSSIBLY USS LOUISVILLE CIRCA 1940; SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND
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