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Buel C Robinson - an exceptional life 
Eagle Scout, WW2 Bomber Crew Navigator, POW, Physics Teacher


The forgotten story of heroism and valour and a life well lived


Principals 
Buel Calvin Robinson (husband of sister-in-law of sister of author)

BIRTH 30 JUL 1924 • Augusta, Butler, Kansas

DEATH 7 MAY 2009 • Aurora, Arapahoe, Colorado


	 Married: Abt. 1947


Lorraine Eva Johnson (sister-in-law of sister of author)

1927–2018

BIRTH 11 JUN 1927 • Salina, Saline, Kansas

DEATH 4 APR 2018 • Aurora, Arapahoe, Colorado


Introduction 
This is a story that has not been fully told. The Robinson and Johnson families knew 
that Buel had been shot down and taken prisoner in 1944. But, the details of that 
event, before and after, have been shrouded in mystery. This may be because Buel 
chose to keep this information to himself. We will never know his motivations. However, 
historians have done extensive research on the 492nd Bomb Group (heavy) stationed 
at North Pickenham Airfield in England for period April 1944 to August 1944. 


Ultimately, “The 492nd had lasted 89 days. They flew 67 missions and dropped 3,653 
tons of bombs. Fifty-five bombers had been lost, 234 men killed in action, 26 wounded, 
131 became POWs and 129 were interned in either Sweden or Switzerland.” 


BRENDAN MCNALLY (HARD LUCK OUTFIT: THE STORY OF THE 492ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP) 

Buel C Robinson was one of those POW’s. Let’s rewind the years and open this 
forgotten page of history and see exactly what happened.


Buel was born in Augusta, KS in July 1924. He was probably named after a great uncle 
- Buel Landon Robinson (1848-1914). Augusta is a small town about 10 miles east of 
Wichita, KS. His parents were Howard and Grace (nee Chapin) Robinson. Howard 
Robinson was a college graduate and Superintendent of Schools for Augusta. So, you 
can imagine there was a certain expectation that Buel would excel in his school work - 
which he did.


In Feb 1942, at the age of 17, Buel was awarded Boy Scouting’s highest award - Eagle 
Scout Badge.




THE WICHITA EAGLE, FEB 1942 



Following high school graduation in 1942 Buel attended Kansas State University (then 
called Kansas State College) in Manhattan, KS. In Dec 1942, he registered for the 
military draft - created as the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940.


Here we have a mystery. When did Buel Robinson enlist? Where was his training? 
Where is his discharge record? Other than the Missing Air Crew Reports, filed in July 
1944, the military records of Buel C Robinson seem to be missing. Where are his full 

and complete military records? I 
have a theory and it’s related to 
the 492nd Bomber Group history.




As can be seen on the memorial plaque at the National Museum of the US Air Force, 
Dayton, OH, the 492nd took heavy losses. By August, 1944, “18 of the group’s 50 
bombers were operational. But by early August, Bomber Command had had enough. 
They ordered the 492nd disbanded. But rather than have to admit what had happened 
to them, the 492nd unit designation was given as cover to the 801st Provisional Group, 
an OSS special operations unit better known as the Carpetbaggers. In this way the 
492nd’s loss got papered over. The official histories never mentioned what happened. 
Decades would pass before historians started figuring it out.” 


BRENDAN MCNALLY (HARD LUCK OUTFIT: THE STORY OF THE 492ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP) 

My theory is that the military records of Buel Robinson and other crew members were 
mostly expunged from public records during the Bomber Command cover up. Thus, all 
we can do is piece together the available fragments of his military record and make a 
few assumptions.


1943 - 1945 

Per his Draft Registration, we know Buel was a student at Kansas State University in 
Dec 1942. Procurement of qualified air cadets for pilot, gunnery, bombardier, navigator 
crew training is a subject unto itself. It’s well known that colleges and technical schools 
were primary sources for air crew candidates. I surmise that Buel had above average 
math skills, which would make him an excellent candidate for navigator. Further, I 
surmise that at the end of spring semester, 1943, Buel left Kansas State, enlisted in the 
Army Air Force and started training as such.


Preflight School: 10 week course. Trainees attend the same preflight school. Both 
bombardiers and navigators take 48 hours of code; 28 hours of mathematics; 24 hours 
of maps and charts; 30 hours of aircraft recognition; 12 hours of aero-physics; 9 hours 
of altitude equipment.


Navigator School: 20 week course. Following gunnery school navigator trainees 
spend 104 hours in the air on practical navigation problems, and 782 hours in ground 
school. The latter includes: pilotage, 8 hours; instruments, 83 hours; dead reckoning, 
54 hours; radio, 8 hours; code and recognition, 9 hours each. Upon completing the 
course, trainees are awarded navigator’s wings, appointed flight officers or 
commissioned 2nd lieutenants, and advanced to unit training.


BOMBARDIER AND NAVIGATOR TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 

Initial training coursework could have been at Kansas State, as courses required for 
preflight training (College Training Detachments - CTDs) were often taught by college 
professors.


https://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/history-of-air-force-special-operations-a-rich-legacy/


Preflight training would have continued at the Southeast Flight Training Command 
Center, Maxwell Field in Montgomery, AL Following that, flight training for Buel would 
have been at the 63rd Army Air Force Training Detachment, Douglas, GA.


30 weeks of training (preflight and navigator) would be about 8 months. So, assuming 
Buel Robinson enlisted in May 1943, his training and promotion to 2nd Lt. would have 
completed about Dec 1943.




We know from examination of the crew roster on the 492ndbombgroup.com page that 
Buel was transferred from the 12th Antisubmarine Squadron at Langley Field, VA to 
492nd Bomber Group before May 1944.


“It was first activated in October 1942 as the 517th Bombardment Squadron, when the 
Army Air Forces replaced National Guard observation units that had been mobilized and 
were performing antisubmarine patrols off the Atlantic coastline. A month after its 
activation, the squadron was redesignated the 12th Antisubmarine Squadron. In 
August 1943, the Army Air forces began turning the antisubmarine patrol mission over 
to the Navy and the squadron moved to California, where, as the 859th Bombardment 
Squadron, it formed the cadre for the 492d Bombardment Group."


WIKIPEDIA - 859TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON 

By March, 1944 2nd Lt. Buel C Robinson, at the tender age of 19, was assigned the 
navigator position on “Smith Crew 906” stationed at Alamogordo, NM. The pilot and 
aircraft commander was Captain Herschel L Smith (Sept 1919 - Jul 2010).


http://492ndbombgroup.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_Air_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobilization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisubmarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadre_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/492d_Bombardment_Group


Interestingly, Bill Caplinger, the bombardier, was a professional baseball player who 
had given up his career (pitcher with the St. Louis Cardinals) to serve his country.


From Alamogordo, NM the aircraft (SN: 44-40211, Mdl: B-24J) and Smith Crew 906 
flew to North Pickenham, England, arriving Apr 18, 1944. There, they began bombing 
missions in early May 1944.


COURTESY OF 492NDBOMBGROUP.COM 






COURTESY OF 492NDBOMBGROUP.COM 

On Smith Crew 906, four of the crew's wives were expecting a baby in September. 
Since they were to become pops in September they named their ship SEPTEMBER 
POPS, SN: 44-40211. However, the Smith Crew 906 was lost on 12 Jul 44 while flying 
another bomber, SN: 44-40130, no nickname/nose art.


Of the 18 missions of Smith Crew 906, two stand out: 

• 	 Jun 6 1944; D-Day aerial support of Allied invasion

• 	 Jul 12 1944; shot down by flak over Munich, Germany




Jun 6 1944; D-Day aerial support of Allied invasion


COURTESY OF 492NDBOMBGROUP.COM 



Jul 12 1944; shot down by flak over Munich 

COURTESY OF 492NDBOMBGROUP.COM 



Following the war, in 2004, two compelling photos emerged that, through thorough 
analysis, confirming the captured Smith Crew 906 aircraft, SN: 44-40130, and crew, 
including, 2nd Lt. Buel C. Robinson.


COURTESY OF 492NDBOMBGROUP.COM 

http://492ndbombgroup.com


The captured Smith Crew 906 was first sent to Dulag Luft Wetzlar Camp, near 
Frankfort, Germany. Opened near the end of the war, this camp was mainly used for 
prisoner collection, interrogation, and transfers to more permanent prison camps.


COURTESY OF FOLD3.COM 



COURTESY OF FOLD3.COM 



You will take note in the above German documents that Buel Robinson’s first name 
was changed to Bruce. Was that intentional on his part? 


From Wetzler Camp, Smith Crew 906 was split up and sent to one of two prisoner of 
war camps; Stalag Luft I or Stalag Luft IV. Generally, the officers were sent to Stalag 
Luft I and enlisted men sent to Stalag Luft IV.


Stalag Luft I was located two miles northwest of the village of Barth, Germany, on the 
Baltic Sea. The first Allied prisoners entered the camp on 10 July 1940 (French and 
British POWs). The German garrison left the camp several days before the arrival of 
Soviet forces on 2 May 1945. The POWs were evacuated by 8th Air Force B-17s on 
12-13 May 1945


Stalag Luft IV was located at Gross Tychow, Pomerania, 20 kilometers southeast of 
Belgard (53-55 N, 16-15 E). Opened in early May of 1944, only one compound was 
finished when the original cohort of allied airmen NCO's arrived. This camp would swell 
its ranks from 1500 to nearly 10,000 airmen by January of 1945.


COURTESY OF B24.NET/POWCAMPS.HTM 



1945-2009 

Buel Robinson was liberated from Stalag Luft 1 in May 1945. Following liberation and 
honourable discharge, he returned to Augusta, KS. It’s possible that he was initially 
sent to Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center in Aurora, CO for evaluation and 
rehabilitation.


It’s not known how, where, or when, exactly, Buel Robinson met his future wife, 
Lorraine Johnson, daughter of Stanley and Elsie Johnson. Census records show that 
the Johnson family was living in Augusta, KS in 1944 to 1947. El Dorado and Augusta 
are towns in Butler County, in close proximity. Thus, it’s likely Buel (abt. 19) and 
Lorraine (abt. 17) met during this time period. According to my sister Bonnie, Dennis 
Johnson (Bonnie’s husband) stated that he remembers his sister, Lorraine, crying upon 
Buel’s return from POW captivity. So, it seems likely they knew each other during 
Buel’s tour of duty and that they married about 1947 in El Dorado or Augusta.


A 1949 residence record for Buel and Lorraine indicates they were living in Boulder, CO 
and that Buel was student. Thus, it seems likely he was a student at the U. Of 
Colorado, finishing a degree he started prior to the war.


Buel, Lorraine, and their infant son lived in Colon, Panama between about 1950 and 
1952. Travel records have been found to support this travel and residence. It is thought 
that Buel was serving there as a teacher. There is no 1950 federal census report for this 
family. In May 1951, a second son was born to Buel and Lorraine in Colon, Panama.


By 1953, the Robinsons had settled in El Dorado, KS. Buel was employed as a teacher. 
Also in 1953, Buel was awarded a Master’s Degree by the American Institute of Physics 
in Denver, CO. In 1954, Buel was appointed as a new teacher by the Kansas Education 
Board.


In 1967-1968, Buel was an American Exchange teacher, living near Derby, England. 


In 1972 Buel was teaching physics at George Washington, HS in Denver. Buel was 
Teacher of the Year Runner Up in 1980. Oddly, there’s this from May 1972, which was 
picked up by many national news services:  



Epilogue 

• While doing research for this story, I found a Kansas Selective Service record for Buel 
that indicates he enlisted Nov 13 1942 in Augusta, KS. However, this does not 
explain why he registered for the draft the next month in Manhattan, KS. And, the 
service number in this record - 17166329 - does not match with the service number 
in later records - O-711478. No fold3.com military records were found for SN 
17166329.


• “The U.S. Army Air Force’s 492nd Bombardment Group was brave and highly skilled, 
but it was their unlucky fate to find themselves, repeatedly, at the wrong place at the 
wrong time.”


“…brave and highly skilled, but it was their unlucky fate to find themselves, repeatedly, 
at the wrong place at the wrong time. And though they were faultless, for their sins, 
they got wiped out not once, but twice. The first time was by the Luftwaffe, which 
inflicted such heavy losses on them they had to be stood down and disbanded. The 
second time was by their own generals, who, rather than acknowledge their defeat, 
performed an act of bureaucratic legerdemain to cover it up and in essence, expunge 
them from history…”


“The official histories never mentioned what happened. Decades would pass before 
historians started figuring it out. Today, a handful of 492nd veterans remain alive. They 
call themselves the “Happy Warriors,” and hope to receive some unit commendation or 
at least official recognition before they’re all gone. But the chances of receiving any are 
slim.”


BRENDAN MCNALLY (HARD LUCK OUTFIT: THE STORY OF THE 492ND BOMBARDMENT GROUP) 

http://fold3.com


I checked the available military records (via Fold3.com) for this crew and found minimal 
information. I checked for 1945 news articles about the crew and found the following:


Capt. Herschel L. Smith


THE JOURNAL HERALD, DAYTON, OHIO, MAR. 1945 

2nd Lt. Winston J. Strehorn


FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM, AUG, 1944 

https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-journal-herald/7804/


2nd Lt. William Caplinger




THE SACRAMENTO BEE, JULY 1945 



Staff Sgt. Oscar S Cox


FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM, MAY, 1945 

Staff Sgt. Edwin F Rogers


THE MOUNT PLEASANT NEWS, IOWA, JAN. 1945 



According to Buel’s son, Mark, in 2007; “My father, Buel Robinson, spent a bit less than 
a year in POW camp prior to being released when the camp was abandoned in the face 
of oncoming Russian troops.  He speaks of the experience rarely but without anger, as 
part of a war, and seems to hold no grudges at the Germans running the camp.  Never 
enough to eat he says, but then the guards didn't have much more themselves. 
 
I thank my father and those who served with him for placing the world in our hands in a 
pretty good state.  All the world owes his generation a debt of gratitude for their 
courage and strength, both of which I fear we are not carrying forward to our children.  
Let us promise those left to do better in the future, and with a bit of luck handing off to 
our children a world as fine as that they gave us.”
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Did you like this story? There are a whole lot more on my Blog.


Family Stories I’ve Found: https://allkinconsidered.blog/ 

© John R Baldwin and AllKinConsidered.Blog. Unauthorized use and/or duplication of 
this material without express and written permission from this site’s author and/or 
owner is strictly prohibited. Excerpts and links may be used, provided that full and 
clear credit is given to John R Baldwin and AllKinConsidered.Blog with appropriate and 
specific direction to the original content.

https://allkinconsidered.blog/
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