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IndyEthnicFood was designed, developed, and maintained through a "grass roots" 
partnership between Drew Appleby (Director of Undergraduate Studies in Psychology, 
Indiana University - Purdue University Indianapolis - Now Retired) and John Baldwin 
(Director, Information Technology for Riley Children's Foundation, Indianapolis - Now 
Retired). Drew began compiling comprehensive lists of the international and American 
regional restaurants, markets, and festivals in the Indianapolis area in 1999 and 
distributed them to a group of approximately 350 Indianapolis food enthusiasts via E-
Mail. John converted these lists into a database system in 2003 and connected it to 
this dynamic web site for the entire Indianapolis community to access and enjoy. 
IndyEthnicFood (.com, .org, .net) was a 501(c)3 non-profit foundation, was 100% self-
financed, and had no commercial sponsors.


Mission Statement 
IndyEthnicFood is (was) an educational website designed to increase public awareness 
of the cultural diversity of cuisine in Indianapolis and its surrounding communities. 





Features and Content 
IndyEthnicFood was primarily a dynamic database that contained up-to-date lists of all the international 
and American regional restaurants, markets, and festivals in Indianapolis and its surrounding 
communities. It also contained an ever-growing list of restaurant reviews and ethnic recipes submitted by 
its visitors. The special features of this site allowed visitors to perform the following operations on the data 
it contained:

1. Comprehensive up to date directories of restaurants, markets, and farmers markets
2. Post and read restaurant and market reviews
3. Comprehensive up to date month-by-month directory of international festivals (statewide coverage)
4. MapQuest directions (clickable) to restaurants, markets, and festivals
5. Customized directory lists with full print capabilities:

restaurants can be searched and sorted by name, ethnicity, ratings, zip code, and/or chain or non-chain status
interactive zip code and named-areas maps for location assisted restaurant searches
markets can be sorted by ethnicity. recipes can be sorted by ethnicity and/or vegetarian or non-vegetarian status

6. Top Ten lists:
Restaurant monthly hot zone
Most highly rated restaurants
Most recently rated restaurants
Restaurant addition history
Restaurants with the most reviews
Most viewed restaurant ratings
Monthly restaurant ratings history
Most viewed ratings by ethnicity
Most rated ethnicities
Most restaurant ethnicities
Ethnicities with the most chain restaurants
Zip codes containing the most restaurants
Most recently added markets
Most market ethnicities within
Zip codes containing most market ethnicities
Most viewed recipes
Most recipe ethnicities
Most recently added recipes
Patron addition history
Patron membership by zip code
Most ratings by patrons
Patron ratings trends
Most ethnicities visited by patrons

7. Statistical charts and graphs:
monthly, daily, weekly rating count histories
rating distributions (food quality, service, ambience, cleanliness, value)

8. Periodic E-newsletters and RSS feeds
Recipe of the Month
Weekly restaurant and market openings and closings

c. RSS feeds
Most recent ratings
Most recent restaurant additions
Most recent recipes
Recipes of the day

9. Culinary pop quiz of the week
Answer tallies and statistics

10. Cookbook library
Custom designed and themed cookbooks (PDF format) that can be downloaded

11. Restaurant owners resources
Top ten restaurant custom poster print facility

12. Patron promotional facilities
Custom business card print option (with full color site logo)



2001 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, SEP 2001 



2003


INDIANAPOLIS STAR, JAN 2003 



 
 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, JAN 2003 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, AUG 2003  



2004 
 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, MAR 2004 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, AUG 2004  



2005 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, JUL 2005 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, NOV 2005 






INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, MAY 2005  



2006 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, SEP 2006 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, NOV 2006 






AUG 2006 



HENDRICKS COUNTY FLYER, AUG 2006 



 






INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, OCT 2006  



2007 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, DEC 2007 

INDIANA INSIGHT, 2007 (PG. 1 OF 7) 



INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, JUL 2007  



2008 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, AUG 2008  



2009 
 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, JAN 2009 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, FEB 2009 



2010 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, APR 2010 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, JUL 2010 



INDIANAPOLIS STAR, AUG 2010 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, MAR 2010 



2011 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, FEB 2011 



SEVEN PAGE ARTICLE RESEARCHED AND WRITTEN BY: JOHN T EDGE 

SNIPPETS FROM NY TIMES, FEB 2011 



INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, AUG 2011  



2012 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, MAY 2012 



 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, APR 2012  



2013 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, MAY 2013 



 

INDIANAPOLIS STAR, MAY 2013 



 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, OCT 2013  



2014 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, JAN 2014 



2015 

INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, MAY 2015  



2016 
IndyEthnicFood closed in July 2016. There were three primary reasons for closure:


1) It became increasingly apparent, through rapidly declining patron use and 
donations due to increasing use of review Apps like Yelp and Google, that 
IndyEthnicFood, originally designed for a standard computer screen, needed to be 
fully redesigned for smaller screens, i.e., Apps for smart phone and tablet screens. 
Such a redesign was beyond the technical capabilities of John Baldwin. And, 
external cost for a redesign far exceeded the financial resources of the 
IndyEthnicFood Foundation.


2) IndyEthnicFood was designed for a specific type of database server service - Cold 
Fusion (tm). It became increasingly problematic to to find a reliable and reasonably 
priced host for the IndyEthnicFood database and Cold Fusion service.


3) The unstated ultimate goal of any non-profit is to meet the needs of the mission 
and go out of business. It can be argued that IndyEthnicFood met and exceeded its 
mission: “increase public awareness of the cultural diversity of cuisine in 
Indianapolis and its surrounding communities”.


So, IndyethnicFood.com, .net, .org was shut down, the IndyEthnicFood Foundation 
501c3 was closed, and remaining operation funds distributed to a local food bank.












INDYETHNICFOOD.COM, JUL 2016 

Total site visitors, Jan 2004 to July 2016: 672,519 
Total Restaurants: 967 / Ratings: 3,527  



© John R Baldwin and AllKinConsidered.Blog. Unauthorized use and/or duplication of 
this material without express and written permission from this site’s author and/or 
owner is strictly prohibited. Excerpts and links may be used, provided that full and 
clear credit is given to John R Baldwin and AllKinConsidered.Blog with appropriate and 
specific direction to the original content.


