
Lot 39 of Hurck’s Subdivision of the Guinotte Farm 
History and Timeline


Hurck’s Subdivision of Guinotte Farm in Kansas City, Missouri has a fascinating history. 
Let’s delve into it!


• Joseph Guinotte (pronounced “Gee-NOTE”), the visionary behind this endeavor, 
was born in the French-speaking Belgian city of Liège in 1815. As a respected 
engineer, he was appointed by Belgium’s King Leopold I to oversee the 
construction of a railroad from Mexico City to Veracruz. Unfortunately, his work 
was interrupted by the Mexican-American War, and he left without completing the 
railroad.


• Around 1848, Guinotte moved to the fledgling community at the confluence of the 
Missouri and Kansas rivers, which would eventually become Kansas City. At that 
time, it was predominantly a French community.


• Recognizing the potential of this riverside town, Guinotte envisioned making 
Kansas City a global city and a center of Belgian immigrant culture in North 
America. He believed that attracting new settlers was crucial for the city’s growth.


• In 1850, Guinotte formed Guinotte, Magis & Co. with two partners. Their 
ambitious plan involved paying for the transport, room, and board of 50 Belgian 
immigrants. In return, these immigrants would work for four years on land owned 
by the firm. At the end of their service, they would receive 2.5 acres of land, along 
with seeds, tools, food, and supplies to establish themselves as farmers.


• To house these immigrants, the company purchased 1,200 acres in the East 
Bottoms area (mainly from the Chouteau family, one of Kansas City’s founding 
families).


• Guinotte Avenue, which runs through Kansas City’s predominantly industrial East 
Bottoms today, was once the embodiment of Joseph Guinotte’s dream. His vision 
aimed to create a thriving Belgian settlement and contribute to the city’s growth.


• Although the grand Belgian settlement didn’t fully materialize, the legacy of 
Guinotte’s vision remains in the streets and history of Kansas City.






In 1869. the 740 acre ‘Hurck’s Subdivision of the Guinotte Farm’ was platted and 
one to ten acre lots were auctioned, without reserve.


It is likely, that during the 1869 auction, Charles DeCarpenter (abt. 1818-1873; father-
in-law of a great-granduncle of the author), purchased Lot 39. There’s no found deed 
registration of the purchase of Lot 39. It’s not clear Charles ever developed the lot. 
However, following his 1873 death, Lot 39, according to his will, was transferred to his 
wife, Mary, and his children.

SNIPPET OF WILL OF CHARLES DECARPENTER, PROBATE, DEC, 1873 



Location of Lot 39, Hurck’s Subdivision of the Guinotte Farm 
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Lot 39 Sales and Transfers 
1896, Sale from Adele DeCarpenter-Wendt to Henry T Zimmer and wife @ $500




1897, Sheriff’s Sale to build new road (Duncan Ave, later renamed Belfontaine) @ 
$87.50


Jennie Wisely was Mary Eugenie DeCarpenter (1865-1895), daughter of Charles and 
Mary DeCarpenter. She died from injuries incurred in a wagon accident. 


Mary Moine is thought to be the remarried wife (married to Louis Moine Sr about 1875, 
who died about 1878) of Charles DeCarpenter. Mary adopted two children of Louis 
Moine and lived the rest of her life in St Joseph, MO.




1898, Trustee Deed Sale from estate of Jennie DeCarpender-Wisely to CH Barber @ 
$200


1900, Sale from Henry T Zimmer and wife to CH Barber @ $150
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