The Will of Caroline Toneb6n-Konz
A ten year Probate battle

Introduction:

Caroline Louise "Carolina" Loges
1815-1896

BIRTH 17 MAR 1815 « Hamburg, Germany
DEATH 31 JUL 1896 - St Louis, Missouri

married: about 1836 - Tundern, Hameln-Pyrmont, Lower Saxony, Germany

1) Christian Wilhelm Leopold Ténebén

1809-1860

BIRTH 20 MAY 1809 - Tundern, Hameln-Pyrmont, Lower Saxony, Germany
DEATH ABT. 2 MAY 1860 - St Louis, Missouri

married: July 1861 - St. Louis, MO

2) Johann Adam Konz

1827-1915

BIRTH 2 FEB 1827 - Darmstadt, Darmstadt, Hesse, Germany
DEATH 25 SEP 1915 « St Louis, Missouri

About 1854, according to family legend, Christian and Caroline Ténebdn (the author’s
2nd grandparents) and 6 children immigrated from Tundern, Germany to the US. They
traveled from New Orleans to Minnesota to join a wagon train. The wagon train, on its
way to lowa, was ambushed and members of the family were killed. The remaining
family settled in Buchanan County, lowa. In Oct 1854, the Ténebdns moved from
Independence, Buchanan County, lowa to St Louis - leaving daughters: Amelia and her
new husband, Daniel Maytag (of Maytag appliance fame) and Hannah and her new
husband, Edward Gerelt in lowa. Later, Hannah and Edward moved to St Louis as well.

The Ténebdns (name later changed to Toeneboehn) bought a large parcel of land in St.
Louis, at the intersection of Tennessee and Miami Streets, near present day Gravois
Park. There, they started a urban farm business which thrived between about 1870 to
1900. Along the way they built a home at 3428
Miami Street. Christian Ténebdn died in May 1860.
Following the death of Christian, Caroline married
Adam Konz in July 1861. The family continued to
be urban gardeners on the family property until
Caroline’s death in July 1896.
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Caroline’s Will and Probate:

The Ténebdn real estate portfolio, situated near the downtown of St. Louis, gained
significantly in value as the years advanced. And, Caroline had issued numerous loans
to family and business acquaintances. Thus, upon her death, there was considerable
interest in making sure her properties and owed debts were properly managed. As it
became apparent that she was dying there was a push to get a Last Will and
Testament signed and executed prior to her imminent death. Caroline’s son, Charles,

was assigned to be the Executer of the Will.



Probate on her Will lasted ten
years with numerous challenges
and court cases. The case book is
120+ pages in length. Final
settlement, determined by the
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| : L 1) The Will was testified and
= v signed (by a proxy 'X' for Caroline)
N on July 26, 1896. Son, Charles
(\ Toeneboehn was assigned estate
executor, with no bond
requirement. The Will was detailed

with various triggering conditions.
2) Caroline died four days later,
July 31, 1896, due to 'Senile
Debility".

3) Probate for the Will was begun

on her date of death.

4) Did Caroline KNOW what she was signing? After all, she was senile. Did certain
family members gain advantage by these, seemingly preemptive, actions?

5) Caroline's Will was contested in several Missouri courts (up to the MO Supreme
Court) for about ten years following her death (Final Settlement, July 1906).

6) Reading the Probate court record, it's clear that there were many promissory notes
(loans) involving family members, all secured with real estate. Getting clear of these
loans could have been a factor in contesting the Will. Family, perhaps, were OK
repaying Caroline, but not Adam Konz (her legal husband at the time of her death).



1 Couple of Wills.

Cla.rouno Kons left $1 to each of the chil-
dren of her dead son, John, and dead
'daughter, Lina, and the same amount to
other tra.ndc)ﬂld;en. and she leaves the
rest of the estate to her husband, Adam,
and when he dies it i1s to be divided as
fﬁllo::: Ih\;t;. 84':,!8t Mlg.mlt avenue to her

ughter ry, but su to a payment of
$400 to her son, Louls ’lzgpeneboe n'n(!;harles
Toeneboehn, a son, s to have a 100-foot lot
on Tennessee avenue, but he is to pay Louis
$300; and notes which the children have
ven are to be canceled. Mrs. Kons names
er son Charles to be executor without

nd.
Henrich W.

Wellemeyer devised all his

PUBLISHED WILL ANNOUNCEMENT, NOV 1896

Promissory Notes:

1895 - Edward Fisher @ $1000 + $540 interest, payable over ten years

1895 - Frank Toeneboehn Sr @ $1666 + $900 interest, payable over ten years
John Gysbers @ $450 + 6% interest per annum, payable over 4 1/2 years
Charles Toeneboehn @ $1000 = $540 interest, payable over ten years
George and Mary Toeneboehn (nee Wolti) @ $3,000 + $1620 interest, payable
over ten years

6. Emil Kern @ $450 + 6% interest per annum, payable over 4 1/2 years

aorwN~

All told, the sum of these notes was $6803 in 1896 dollars; $221,556 in 2020 dollars.

Based on my analysis, | speculate that Caroline Toeneboehn-Konz was somewhat
wealthy. What was the origin of this wealth? Did Christian and Caroline immigrate (lowa
and then St. Louis) with family wealth? Knowing her husband, Adam Konz, was 12
years younger than Caroline, did that make a difference in how her children viewed
Adam? Was he thought to be a gold digger? He seems to have been an upright citizen,
good husband and step father. Eventually, after ten years of court challenges, Adam
prevailed with regards to Caroline's Will.

Caroline did NOT actually sign her Will. Instead, her "Mark" was added, sealed, and
witnessed by Charles Vogel, Emil Gysbers, and Emil Kern (Gysbers and Kern were
both listed as having outstanding loans with Caroline). Charles Vogel was a prominent
real estate agent in St. Louis. He likely had a great deal of interest in the land that was
meticulously listed in Caroline's Will.



WELL-KNOWN ST. LOUISANS.

—_————

Charles F. Vogel.

Charles Frederick Vogel was born in Neu-
chatel, Switzerland, March 22, 1845. With
his parents he came to St. Louls in 1855,
where in the public schools he received his
education, In 1860 he began as clerk In
the office of a justice of the peace. When
the clvil war broke out he enlisted as a

drummer boy, serving till the close,
Mr. Vogel then returned to St.
Lonis and studied law. He served

as Deputy County Clerk, and was for two
terms Clerk of the Circult Court. In 1587
he retired from public life and entered the
real estate business, in which he is now
engaged. He is a prominent Knight
Templar and Odd Fellow. In 1869 Mr. Vogel
was married to Miss Laura M. Fisher.

MEN OF MARK.
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Also, it's interesting to note that several children
were specifically listed and bequeathed the sum of
one dollar:

*Children of deceased son Christian Toeneboehn
*Step daughters, Hannah Hatzenbach (Matzenbaugh)
and Minnie Toeneboehn (?7?)

*Children of deceased daughter, Caroline (Lina)
Toeneboehn-Wiesehan

*Son, Frank Toeneboehn Sr

Apparently, this, now antiquated, procedure, was
done to disinherit relatives.

Following the 1906 Estate Settlement, Charles
Toeneboehn, together with Charles Vogel, continued
to buy and sell property. It’s not known if these
properties were directly related to the Will of Caroline
Toeneboehn-Konz.

Adam Konz died Sep 25, 1915 at the age of 88. He
spent his last years living with his step daughter and
her husband, George Wotli and Mary Toeneboehn-
Wotli at 3412 Miami St. in St. Louis.

KONZ—Iintered into rest on Satur-
day, Sept. 25, 1915, at 4:45 a. m.,
at the home of George Wotli, 3412
Miaml street, Adam Konz, at the age
cf 88 yvears 7 months and 23 days.
Funeral Monday, Sept. 27, at 2:30
F. m., from Ziegenhein Bros.” chapel,

] 26283 Cherokee street, to Concordia
1y Cemetery, Motor. Please omit flow-
|| ers. (e)

Real Estate Transactions, 1895 to 1908

Toeneboehn, Wotli, Konz

What is a Quitclaim Deed?

Used when a real estate property transfers ownership without being sold. No money is
involved in the transaction, no title search is done to verify ownership, and no title
insurance is issued. A quitclaim deed real estate transaction sometimes occurs
between family members.



What Is a Warranty Deed?

A warranty deed is a legal real estate document that protects the buyer and ensures
that the seller holds a clear title to the property, has no outstanding liens or mortgages,
and there will be no future claim to the title of the property.

The two parties involved in a warranty deed are the seller, known as the grantor, and
the buyer, or the grantee, and either party can be an individual or a business.

Thomas Ayriev—warranty, . ....cc..
LOUISIANA AVEF 21 feet, w. s., hat
Miam! and W nuoehago, eity block
42612. Carollne ¥ 'ns and trustee et al
tn Mary Wotll ¢t al. —warranty. ......
McREE AVE.—Qne-half interest in ﬂ\e

1895

Henry Hiemenz, Jr. made the following sales:
3527 Arkansas avenue, between Potomac and
Miami streets, a double one-story four-room brick,
with cistern, well and stable for twenty head,

and lot 125:185 owned by Charles Toeneboehn,
zold to Frederick Herbort, for $2700.
Virginia avenue west side. hetween Shenandoah
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Chas %omboo n nnd w!to to Geo.

Wotll and wlfe—qultclnlm ..............
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ind isjana c!t; block 1612,
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innesota and Michigan, cltv block
1905

10 vliaries Mueiler anl wWile.........
LOUISIANA—30 ft.. ws., bet. Miami
and Winnebago, Charles Toeneboehn

at;(rl wife to August . Zimmerer and
L AR RO S WS T e R

LUOQAS—25 ft.. ns.. being 3309 Lucas,

1906
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MAY 2 1908

William J. ¥Frante and Wire.........
LOTUISIANA—30 ft., ws., bet. Miaml
and Winnehago, Charles Toeneboehn
a‘nc} wife to Christina Rembor-—quit-
ORI, 2 5o s amin g S O IPRRALY el 3
LOUISTANA—30 ft., es,. het. Hiawatha
and Ituska. Siegmund E. Freunnd. by
testopmentary trustee, et al., to Theo-
dore L. PDepenhar@t ....c.icsccos50as
LOUISIANA 25 ft., es.. bhet. Hiawatha
and Itaska. John Scehmedtje and wife
to Theodore I.. Degenherdt . .........
LOUISIANA OO0 ft., es.. bet, Hiawatha
and Itaska. Wade H. Brown and wife
to Theodore I.. Degenhardt. .. .. ......
LOTTISTANA—100 ft., ws.. bet., Mlaml
and Winnebago, Mary Vasel et al. to
Charles Toeneboehn and wife-—quit-
SRR s s a e e Du i Eaatie i s AS SN
LUCKY—23 ft. 11 in._ ss, being 4350

-—— e B —ee . .

MAY 3 1908



wifeo 10 Emma Strol) . c...ocs e
LLOUISIANA—-35 ft. ws., bet. Miamli
.and Winnebago, Mary Wotli
hushand to Garl G. Flischer
DR i 0% 5 b v 0 i - ey O g
LLOUISTANA 60 fr.

MAY 17 1908

ately.

Ar.omwreetonthewut line of
Grace avenue, one block west of Grand ave-
nue, just south of Potomac street, in city
block 13589, for S. E. Freund - estate to
Charles J. Toeneboehn, the well-known

uth St. Louls bullder, who is bullding

ree handsome five-room brick cottages, pro-
vided with all the latest and best of mod-
ern fittings and convehiences. 3

The market during December shows a
marked improvement over last month and
hT increase in the number of Inquiries
and quality of ers. Several fairly good
sales have been placed under contract and
have been approved.

-

CHARLES F. VOGEL,
F. Vogel states that while the past

Chas.
week has not been quite as brisk as the

earlier part of the month, he is not at all
discouraged, and attributes this slight slack-
'Mﬁ ? to the general duliness In bEsiness
of all Kinds, except the holiday trade, that
obtains at this time of the year, although
quite a number of ers and inquiries have
recelved for vestments in the way
of flats. There was also some Inq for
medium-sized factory buildi and suitable
locations for small manufacturl purposes
in the central of the city. e er-
current of ng seems to be that
holidays there will be a noticeable awak-
g of real estate Investors and home

buyvers. .
Elcud sale of 3518-20 California avenue,
between Potomac and Miami streets. a double
two-story brick flat bullgl.l:g containing four
!fht: of three rooms :mlf m&: ;oet‘r 102
ee Property rents for $7688 . and
was sold for v Bauer and Gregor Bauer,
her hn&nnd. to ma Kubesch, a widow,
who bo t for investment for $6525.
In addition te the above several vacant
I e o™ R renen
e s w are
for certain reasons of the purchasers.
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