
The Will of Caroline Tönebön-Konz 
A ten year Probate battle


Introduction: 
Caroline Louise "Carolina" Loges 
1815–1896

BIRTH 17 MAR 1815 • Hamburg, Germany

DEATH 31 JUL 1896 • St Louis, Missouri


	 married: about 1836 - Tundern, Hameln-Pyrmont, Lower Saxony, Germany


1) Christian Wilhelm Leopold Tönebön

1809–1860

BIRTH 20 MAY 1809 • Tundern, Hameln-Pyrmont, Lower Saxony, Germany

DEATH ABT. 2 MAY 1860 • St Louis, Missouri


	 married: July 1861 - St. Louis, MO


2) Johann Adam Konz

1827–1915

BIRTH 2 FEB 1827 • Darmstadt, Darmstadt, Hesse, Germany

DEATH 25 SEP 1915 • St Louis, Missouri


About 1854, according to family legend, Christian and Caroline Tönebön (the author’s 
2nd grandparents) and 6 children immigrated from Tundern, Germany to the US. They 
traveled from New Orleans to Minnesota to join a wagon train. The wagon train, on its 
way to Iowa, was ambushed and members of the family were killed. The remaining 
family settled in Buchanan County, Iowa. In Oct 1854, the Töneböns moved from 
Independence, Buchanan County, Iowa to St Louis - leaving daughters: Amelia and her 
new husband, Daniel Maytag (of Maytag appliance fame) and Hannah and her new 
husband, Edward Gerelt in Iowa. Later, Hannah and Edward moved to St Louis as well.


The Töneböns (name later changed to Toeneboehn) bought a large parcel of land in St. 
Louis, at the intersection of Tennessee and Miami Streets, near present day Gravois 
Park. There, they started a urban farm business which thrived between about 1870 to 

1900. Along the way they built a home at 3428 
Miami Street. Christian Tönebön died in May 1860. 
Following the death of Christian, Caroline married 
Adam Konz in July 1861. The family continued to 
be urban gardeners on the family property until 
Caroline’s death in July 1896.




 
Caroline’s Will and Probate: 
The Tönebön real estate portfolio, situated near the downtown of St. Louis, gained 
significantly in value as the years advanced. And, Caroline had issued numerous loans 
to family and business acquaintances. Thus, upon her death, there was considerable 
interest in making sure her properties and owed debts were properly managed. As it 
became apparent that she was dying there was a push to get a Last Will and 
Testament signed and executed prior to her imminent death. Caroline’s son, Charles, 
was assigned to be the Executer of the Will.




Probate on her Will lasted ten 
years with numerous challenges 
and court cases. The case book is 
120+ pages in length. Final 
settlement, determined by the 
Missouri Supreme Court was on 
July 6, 1906.


The Will and Probate of 
Caroline Toeneboehn-Konz 
is noteworthy and has a 
few oddities: 


1) The Will was testified and 
signed (by a proxy 'X' for Caroline) 
on July 26, 1896. Son, Charles 
Toeneboehn was assigned estate 
executor, with no bond 
requirement. The Will was detailed 
with various triggering conditions. 


2) Caroline died four days later, 
July 31, 1896, due to 'Senile 
Debility'. 


3) Probate for the Will was begun 
on her date of death. 


4) Did Caroline KNOW what she was signing? After all, she was senile. Did certain 
family members gain advantage by these, seemingly preemptive, actions? 


5) Caroline's Will was contested in several Missouri courts (up to the MO Supreme 
Court) for about ten years following her death (Final Settlement, July 1906). 


6) Reading the Probate court record, it's clear that there were many promissory notes 
(loans) involving family members, all secured with real estate. Getting clear of these 
loans could have been a factor in contesting the Will. Family, perhaps, were OK 
repaying Caroline, but not Adam Konz (her legal husband at the time of her death).




PUBLISHED WILL ANNOUNCEMENT, NOV 1896 

Promissory Notes:

1. 1895 - Edward Fisher @ $1000 + $540 interest, payable over ten years

2. 1895 - Frank Toeneboehn Sr @ $1666 + $900 interest, payable over ten years

3. John Gysbers @ $450 + 6% interest per annum, payable over 4 1/2 years

4. Charles Toeneboehn @ $1000 = $540 interest, payable over ten years

5. George and Mary Toeneboehn (nee Wolti) @ $3,000 + $1620 interest, payable 

over ten years

6. Emil Kern @ $450 + 6% interest per annum, payable over 4 1/2 years


All told, the sum of these notes was $6803 in 1896 dollars; $221,556 in 2020 dollars.


Based on my analysis, I speculate that Caroline Toeneboehn-Konz was somewhat 
wealthy. What was the origin of this wealth? Did Christian and Caroline immigrate (Iowa 
and then St. Louis) with family wealth? Knowing her husband, Adam Konz, was 12 
years younger than Caroline, did that make a difference in how her children viewed 
Adam? Was he thought to be a gold digger? He seems to have been an upright citizen, 
good husband and step father. Eventually, after ten years of court challenges, Adam 
prevailed with regards to Caroline's Will.


Caroline did NOT actually sign her Will. Instead, her "Mark" was added, sealed, and 
witnessed by Charles Vogel, Emil Gysbers, and Emil Kern (Gysbers and Kern were 
both listed as having outstanding loans with Caroline). Charles Vogel was a prominent 
real estate agent in St. Louis. He likely had a great deal of interest in the land that was 
meticulously listed in Caroline's Will. 




Also, it's interesting to note that several children 
were specifically listed and bequeathed the sum of 
one dollar:


•Children of deceased son Christian Toeneboehn

•Step daughters, Hannah Hatzenbach (Matzenbaugh) 
and Minnie Toeneboehn (??)

•Children of deceased daughter, Caroline (Lina) 
Toeneboehn-Wiesehan

•Son, Frank Toeneboehn Sr


Apparently, this, now antiquated, procedure, was 
done to disinherit relatives. 


Following the 1906 Estate Settlement, Charles 
Toeneboehn, together with Charles Vogel, continued 
to buy and sell property. It’s not known if these 
properties were directly related to the Will of Caroline 
Toeneboehn-Konz. 


Adam Konz died Sep 25, 1915 at the age of 88. He 
spent his last years living with his step daughter and 
her husband, George Wotli and Mary Toeneboehn-
Wotli at 3412 Miami St. in St. Louis.


Real Estate Transactions, 1895 to 1908 
Toeneboehn, Wotli, Konz


What is a Quitclaim Deed? 

Used when a real estate property transfers ownership without being sold. No money is 
involved in the transaction, no title search is done to verify ownership, and no title 
insurance is issued. A quitclaim deed real estate transaction sometimes occurs 
between family members.




What Is a Warranty Deed? 

A warranty deed is a legal real estate document that protects the buyer and ensures 
that the seller holds a clear title to the property, has no outstanding liens or mortgages, 
and there will be no future claim to the title of the property.


The two parties involved in a warranty deed are the seller, known as the grantor, and 
the buyer, or the grantee, and either party can be an individual or a business.




1895 

1897 



1898 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/t/title.asp


1905 

 

1906 



MAY 2 1908 

MAY 3 1908 



MAY 17 1908 

DEC 20 1908 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