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Introduction 
When Ray C Baldwin (the author’s father), was 
discharged honourably from Merchant Marine 
service in May, 1945, he remained as a commercial 
sailor on the Liberty Ship SS William Blount, 
providing critical post-war supplies to allies. In 
May, 1947 he left the Maritime service, discharging 
at New Orleans, LA.


By Sep, 1947, Ray and his 2nd family (Agnes Hickman-Baldwin and infant son, 
Thomas) moved to Miami, FL. There, Ray apparently starred as a guitar and singer at a 
local nightclub; The Brown Derby. 
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The Brown Derby engagement lasted about four months, until Jan. 1948. After that, 
Ray, for some reason, abandoned his wife and son, and made his way to Kansas City, 
MO. There, he took up residence with his brother, John Baldwin and John’s wife, 
Dorothy Dixon-Baldwin.


It was in Kansas City, MO that Ray met my mother, Lillian Toeneboehn-Barger. They 
married in Nov, 1948. Lillian, at the time was working for Rudy Fick Ford in downtown 
Kansas City as a service receptionist.


It’s thought, that at this time, Ray started working for Rudy Fick Ford as a salesman. By 
1951, Ray incorporated Baldwin Motors, a Ford dealership in Wamego, KS.
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