William Albert “WA” Bauswell

Fraud Uncovered! - 100+ year old alias with a fake family

My Great Grandparents, Albert William Bauswell (1841-1911) and
Ellen Jenkins-Bauswell (1847-1937) lived in Kansas City, Kansas
and had four sons and one daughter. One of their sons, John
Henry Bauswell (1871-1921) and his wife, Mary Lindsey-Bauswell
(1877-1935) moved their family from Kansas City to San
Francisco about 1906. This story is about one of John Henry and
Mary's sons - William Henry "Buck" Bauswell.

A few years ago, a new Bauswell associated document became
available for research on Ancestry.com and reported to me as a
hint:

U.S., Northern Pacific Railway Company Personnel Files,
1890-1963.

This document immediately caught my attention in that it seemed
to indicate a new member of the Kansas City Bauswell family -
William Albert Bauswell. However, this William Albert Bauswell
was reported to have been born in 1890, in Kansas City, Missouri.

The document was a multi-page Northern Pacific Railroad
Company employment record that included the name of a wife,
Addeline, and two daughters, Betty (age 3) and Ester (age 18
months).

Here are some relevant snippets from the Northern Pacific
employment record:
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The document was confusing in that there already was a William
Albert Bauswell (1877-1934). He was another son of Albert and
Ellen Bauswell and brother of John Henry Bauswell. William
Albert Bauswell lived out his life in Kansas City as a police officer.

| set about researching this, previously unknown William Albert
Bauswell, his wife, Addeline, and children, Betty and Ester, to see
where he and they fit into the Bauswell family. | spent many hours
going down research trails that lead nowhere. | left the research
and returned to it periodically, thinking that perhaps Ancestry.com
or other sources would reveal a new key document. That never
happened.

Ultimately, | was unable to find any documentation that supported
that these people ever existed. It then became clear that this was
likely a fraud. Someone invented and used an alias (and alias
family) on that railroad personnel document. The next question
was; who was the perpetrator?

My attention turned to John Henry Bauswell (1871-1921). As
previously stated, he moved his family from Kansas City to San
Francisco in about 1906. He had a son, William Henry "Buck"
Bauswell (1898-1958). Knowing that Buck had a penchant to
stretch the truth (e.g., date of birth, location of birth, physical
traits), | focused on him. Buck left two telltale clues:

Clue 1) The date of birth of the fake William Albert Bauswell was
Feb 24, 1890. Checking, | found the date of birth for Buck's
Grandfather, Albert William Bauswell, was Feb 24, 1841.

[Note: It's interesting that Buck twisted his grandfather's name for
his alias and that he knew the month and day he was born.]

Clue 2) | checked three official document signatures for
similarities; WW1 Draft Registration, Northern Pacific Railroad



Personnel Document, WW?2 Draft Registration. These signatures
were obviously from the same hand.
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Clearly, 'Buck' Bauswell invented William Albert Bauswell (b.
1890) and the associated family, and used that alias in Aug, 1923
to apply for a job with the Northern Pacific Railroad. Why he did
this we may never know. He worked as a Brakeman for the
Northern Pacific from Aug, 1923 to Dec,1923, then resigned. He
seems to have gotten married in early 1923 to a Martha Weales.
Perhaps he was running away from that marriage? He returned to
San Francisco, marrying again in 1932, and lived the rest of his
life there, fathering two sons.

I’m sure he never considered that we would be able to solve this
mystery and unravel a fraud perpetrated 100 years later.
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