
Henry T Zimmer 
Police Chief, Crime Fighter, State Senator, Humanitarian


Henry Theodore Zimmer Sr

1862–1938

BIRTH MAY 1862 • Saint Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri

DEATH 17 OCT 1938 • Kansas City, Wyandotte, Kansas


Introduction: 

Henry Theodore Zimmer (the husband of the author’s  
great grand-aunt) is long forgotten. Which is a shame, 
because for the 40+ years in the early 20th century he 
was a prominent presence in the lives of Kansas City 
citizens. His civic service was varied and exemplary. 
His humanitarian contributions to Kansas City were 
extraordinary by any measure. His biography could fill 
a book. All we can do here is restore his memory and 
provide a timeline and a few examples of his service. 
He truly was a leader servant of the highest stature, 
making the needs of others his main priority.


HENRY ZIMMER AND GRANDDAUGHTER, AILEEN, 1918  

Parents: 
John L Zimmer Sr

1828–1893

BIRTH 7 FEB 1828 • Leutesheim, Ortenaukreis, Baden-Württemberg, Germany

DEATH 1 MAY 1893 • Saint Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri


Mary Anna Kreimer

1831–1888

BIRTH 6 AUG 1831 • Leutesheim, Ortenaukreis, Baden-Württemberg, Germany

DEATH 16 MAR 1888 • Saint Joseph, Buchanan, Missouri


Spouse: 
	 Married: Sep, 1885, Kansas City, Jackson County, MO

Elizabeth Helen Wendt

1869–1945

BIRTH NOV 1869 • St. Louis, Missouri

DEATH 23 DEC 1945 • Kansas City, Wyandotte, Kansas




Upon marrying Elizabeth Wendt in Sep, 1885, Henry Zimmer relocated to Kansas City, 
KS. Henry and Elizabeth were truck farmer/gardeners and lived on 18th St, near 
Kansas Ave. This would have been in the east bottoms of Kansas City (along the 
Kansas River.


In Aug, 1889, the home of the Zimmers was 
burglarised. Might this have been one of 
reasons that Henry became interested in law 
enforcement?





In Aug 1890, Henry became involved in 
politics by running to be a Democratic 
State Convention Delegate in the 6th 
Ward of Kansas City, KS. He won.




In April, 1891, Henry was elected 
State Representative of the 6th 
Ward of Kansas City, KS. This 
election success would be the 
beginning of a long and 
distinguished career of public 
service.




Public Service Timetable: 
• Kansas City, KS Chief of Police (3 terms), 1901; 1913-15; 1921-1923

• Established the Christmas Basket Plan with the Police Relief Association, 1911


• Kansas State Senator, 1896-1900

• Democrat , w/ support by the Populist Party


• Kansas City, KS Council (Sixth Ward) Member, 1891-1892


• Father of the Kansas City, KS city court system (while a State Senator)


• Kansas City, KS Assessor, 1903


• Kansas Election Commissioner, 1913-1915


• Kaw Valley Drainage Board, 1925-1931


• Chief Special Agent for the Kansas City Stockyards Company for eight years


• Deputy US Marshall, 1935-1938


Public Service Summary: 
He battled crime, pioneering policing methods, including the first use of a police car in 
1910. He twice captured the notorious train robber, Bill LaTrasse. He directed the 
investigation of the Dinnelo Children murders in 1922. He fought against Ku Klux Klan 
influences in the 1920's. He is known as the father of the Kansas City, KS city court 
system. He was highly respected in government and praised as a great humanitarian. 
President Theodore Roosevelt mentioned him, "He was a dandy officer".


Humanitarian Service Summary: 
After the sudden death of Margarethe Wendt-Widdicombe (Henry’s wife, Elizabeth 
Wendt's sister) in 1904 giving birth to daughter Mary, Margarethe's husband Robert C. 
Widdecombe took their 10 children and belongings and headed to Galveston, TX. 
Along the way, however, he abandoned the children who then had to make it back to 
the Turner, KS area where their grandparents on their Mother's side, Max and Minnie 
Wendt, lived. They were in their 70's at the time. Thus, the 10 children were adopted 
and raised by family members. Henry and Elizabeth (Wendt) Zimmer adopted Robert, 
Walter, Frank, Henry, Minnie, Maude, and Mary. Fred (Elizabeth Wendt's brother) and 
Annie (Curth) Wendt adopted Elizabeth, Margarette, and Charles. [Note: See 
“Widdicombe Children’s Odyssey”]




The Zimmer family lived in a large home built in 1898 on an acre of land at 14th and 
Kansas Ave in Kansas City, Kansas.


Death and Remembrances, October 1938: 









His funeral service 
was attended by one 
of the largest crowds 
in Kansas City History.
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